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so why are you here?

spirit
Room

�O�M�H�W

inclusion 

service 

discovery 

gratitude

�M�B�V�H�I�U�F�S

����

�����

�����

people

music
light

possibility
����

�����

grace church 
       bainbridge islandyouth



Our Focus
Grace is home to many opportunities, experiences and programs, 
and we strive to focus our efforts in three areas that are deeply rooted 
in the DNA of the community of Grace: 

Faith & Spirit, Children & Youth
                     and Compassion & Justice.

Faith and Spirit
We focus on deepening faith and spirit through transformative experiences. We 
put emphasis on our worship and liturgy, our Soul School offerings, and anything 
that fosters the spirit-filled moments that come when we share our stories and see 
God in the faces of others. 

As we move forward, we will increase opportunities that help us take 
our faith into the world – as individuals and as the community of Grace.

Children and Youth
We focus on children and youth by cherishing and welcoming the young people 
of our community, and by providing them with the space and culture they need to 
experience the possibilities of faith and spirit in their own lives. We provide them 
with stories to live by and living examples to follow. 

As we move forward, we will help children and youth experience appro-
priate rites of passage, and we will help them build hearts of compassion and 
justice through service and experience in the world.

Compassion and Justice
We focus on personal compassion as well as social and environmental justice, 
both within the Grace community and in the world. We care for each other when 
there is need, and we give 10% of our parish income to others in need. 

As we move forward, we will encourage lay participation in pastoral 
care, and we will seek to increase the impact of our Outreach efforts by 
taking a major role in projects that match Grace dollars with the hands-on 
involvement of the Grace community.

Our Principles of Faith
Grace is a community united by a belief in God’s grace, and a shared 
commitment to four principles of faith:

 Inclusion, Service, Discovery, Gratitude.

Inclusion
 

We believe that God values and unconditionally loves all people. With Jesus 
Christ as our model and teacher, we strive together to create an inclusive community. 
We value and unconditionally welcome all who wish to share our table. 

Service 
We believe in a shared ministry in which clergy and laity serve and lead together. 
We look on our church community as extended family, and we accept the responsibil-
ity and welcome the privilege of sharing our gifts, resources and lives with each other, 
our larger community, and the world. 

Discovery 
We believe in a living faith. We are willing to try new things and consider new 
thoughts to keep our traditions alive and vital. We want to strengthen our relation-
ship to God, both as individuals and as a community. We embrace the challenge of 
inevitable change, understanding that our growth may not be easy, but trusting and 
remaining open to God’s future for us. 

Gratitude 

We believe in the fundamental goodness of Creation and the original blessing of 
life. With a grateful heart, we commit ourselves to praising God, to conserving the 
natural world, and to experiencing the beauty and simplicity of Creation through our 
Grace community and our daily relationships. 

     Our Purpose
                 We feed souls
                   and openly share blessing!

Blessed are you, 
God of growth and discovery;
yours is the inspiration
that has altered and changed our lives;
yours is the power that has brought us 
to new dangers and opportunities.
Set us, your new creation, 
to walk through this new world,
watching and learning, 
loving and trusting, 
until your kingdom comes.
Amen. j

— New Zealand Book of Common Prayer


