
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WORDS FOR THE SEASON 
 

  
  

Where is the dwelling place of light? 
                

And where is the house of darkness? 

 

Go About; 

Walk the limits of the land. 
 

Do you know a path between them? 

 
Job 38:19-20 
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At a certain point you say to the woods, to the sea, 
to the mountains, the world, Now I am ready. Now 
I will stop and be wholly attentive. You empty 
yourself and wait, listening. After a time you hear it: 
there is nothing there. There is nothing but those 
things only, those created objects, discrete, growing or 
holding, or swaying, being rained on or raining, held, 
flooding or ebbing, standing, or spread. You feel the 
world’s word as a tension, a hum, a single chorused 
note everywhere the same. This is it: this hum is the 
silence… 
 

The silence is all there is. It is the alpha and the 
omega. It is God’s brooding over the face of the 
waters; it is the blended note of the ten thousand 
things, the whine of wings. You take a step in the 
right direction to pray to this silence, and even to 
address the prayer to “World.” Distinctions blur. 
Quit your tents. 
 

Pray without ceasing. 
 

~Annie Dillard 
Excerpt from Teaching a Stone to Talk 

Copyright © 1982 
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Gathering Song  |  Gather Your People 

 
 

Listen. Reflect. Discern. 
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 

 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 
Presider People of God, on this wilderness journey, what will you eat? 
People  The word of the Lord is our daily bread. 
 
Presider People of God, in this time of temptation, how will you live? 
People Our faith is in the faithfulness of God. 

 
Presider People of God, at this crossroad, whom will you serve? 
People  We worship the Lord our God. 
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Opening Hymn  |  Rain Down 

 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
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The Collect for This Day Written by Marty Steyer 

You know our weaknesses, our quiet desperation, our secret deals. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from hope of dominance and grandeur. When we’re tempted, 
help us to resist and to endure. Amen.  

 
WE TELL THE STORY 

 
All are now seated for the first reading.  
 

First Reading  
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7  |  The Message 

 
God took the Man and set him down in the Garden of Eden to work the ground and keep it 
in order. God commanded the Man, “You can eat from any tree in the garden, except from 
the Tree-of-Knowledge-of-Good-and-Evil. Don’t eat from it. The moment you eat from 
that tree, you’re dead. 
The serpent was clever, more clever than any wild animal God had made. He spoke to the 
Woman: “Do I understand that God told you not to eat from any tree in the garden?” 
The Woman said to the serpent, “Not at all. We can eat from the trees in the garden. It’s 
only about the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, ‘Don’t eat from it; don’t even 
touch it or you’ll die.’” The serpent told the Woman, “You won’t die. God knows that the 
moment you eat from that tree, you’ll see what’s really going on. You’ll be just like God, 
knowing everything, ranging all the way from good to evil.” When the Woman saw that the 
tree looked like good eating and realized what she would get out of it—she’d know 
everything!—she took and ate the fruit and then gave some to her husband, and he ate. 
Immediately the two of them did “see what’s really going on”—saw themselves naked! 
They sewed fig leaves together as makeshift clothes for themselves. 
 
After the reading, the Reader will say 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 32 
The Message 

We STAND and say the Psalm responsively 

 

 

Count yourself lucky, how happy you must be—   

you get a fresh start, your slate’s wiped clean. 

Count yourself lucky—  

God holds nothing against you and you’re holding nothing back from him. 

When I kept it all inside, my bones turned to powder, my words became daylong groans. 

The pressure never let up; all the juices of my life dried up. 

Then I let it all out; I said, “I’ll make a clean breast of my failures to God.” 

Suddenly the pressure was gone— my guilt dissolved, my sin disappeared. 

These things add up. Every one of us needs to pray;  

when all hell breaks loose and the dam bursts we’ll be on high ground, untouched. 

God’s my island hideaway, keeps danger far from the shore,  

throws garlands of hosannas around my neck. 

Let me give you some good advice; I’m looking you in the eye and giving it to you straight: 

“Don’t be ornery like a horse or mule that needs bit and bridle to stay on track.” 

God-defiers are always in trouble; God-affirmers  

find themselves loved every time they turn around. 

Celebrate God.Sing together—everyone! All you honest hearts, raise the roof! 
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All are now seated for the second reading.  
 

Second Reading 
Romans 5:12-19  |  The Message 

 
You know the story of how Adam landed us in the dilemma we’re in—first sin, then death, 
and no one exempt from either sin or death. That sin disturbed relations with God in 
everything and everyone, but the extent of the disturbance was not clear until God spelled 
it out in detail to Moses. So death, this huge abyss separating us from God, dominated the 
landscape from Adam to Moses. Even those who didn’t sin precisely as Adam did by 
disobeying a specific command of God still had to experience this termination of life, this 
separation from God. But Adam, who got us into this, also points ahead to the One who will 
get us out of it. 
Yet the rescuing gift is not exactly parallel to the death-dealing sin. If one man’s sin put 
crowds of people at the dead-end abyss of separation from God, just think what God’s gift 
poured through one man, Jesus Christ, will do! There’s no comparison between that death-
dealing sin and this generous, life-giving gift. The verdict on that one sin was the death 
sentence; the verdict on the many sins that followed was this wonderful life sentence. If 
death got the upper hand through one man’s wrongdoing, can you imagine the breathtaking 
recovery life makes, sovereign life, in those who grasp with both hands this wildly 
extravagant life-gift, this grand setting-everything-right, that the one man Jesus Christ 
provides? 
 
Here it is in a nutshell: Just as one person did it wrong and got us in all this trouble with sin 
and death, another person did it right and got us out of it. But more than just getting us out 
of trouble, he got us into life! One man said no to God and put many people in the wrong; 
one man said yes to God and put many in the right. 
 
After the reading, the Reader will say 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Song  |  O God You Search Me 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Matthew 4:1-11  |  The Message 

 
Next Jesus was taken into the wild by the Spirit for the Test. The Devil was ready to give it. 
Jesus prepared for the Test by fasting forty days and forty nights. That left him, of course, in 
a state of extreme hunger, which the Devil took advantage of in the first test: “Since you are 
God’s Son, speak the word that will turn these stones into loaves of bread.” Jesus answered 
by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to stay alive. It takes a steady stream of 
words from God’s mouth.” 
For the second test the Devil took him to the Holy City. He sat him on top of the Temple 
and said, “Since you are God’s Son, jump.” The Devil goaded him by quoting Psalm 91: “He 
has placed you in the care of angels. They will catch you so that you won’t so much as stub 
your toe on a stone.” Jesus countered with another citation from Deuteronomy: “Don’t you 
dare test the Lord your God.” 
For the third test, the Devil took him to the peak of a huge mountain. He gestured 
expansively, pointing out all the earth’s kingdoms, how glorious they all were. Then he said, 
“They’re yours—lock, stock, and barrel. Just go down on your knees and worship me, and 
they’re yours.” Jesus’ refusal was curt: “Beat it, Satan!” He backed his rebuke with a third 
quotation from Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord your God, and only him. Serve him with 
absolute single-heartedness.” 
The Test was over. The Devil left. And in his place, angels! Angels came and took care of 
Jesus’ needs. 
 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 
 

 
 
 

OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We STAND and say together these ancient and new words.  

 
We believe in God above us, 
 maker and sustainer of all life, 
 of sun and moon, 
 of water and earth, 
 of male and female. 
We believe in God beside us, 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 
 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 
 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 
 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 
 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 
We believe in God within us, 
 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 
 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 
 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People 
We stay STANDING as we pray 
 

Prepare 
Leader Prepare us during this Lenten season to deepen our journey with Christ. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Humanity 
Leader  Prepare us to change our anxiety and rage to compassion and forgiveness. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leadership 
Leader God, help our leaders to give up the illusion of ownership and control. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader  Guide me, help me to hand over my burden to God. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Listening 
Leader God, help us to truly hear one another, as we listen to the cries of people in our 

community.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
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Prayer of Confession 
Lord God, you know the ways of good and evil. 
You know the things that tempt us 
and the things that give us life. 
We confess that we have disobeyed your word, 
denying your providence and care 
and relying on our own cleverness. 
 
Have mercy on us, we pray: 
cover us with your grace, 
feed us with the bread of life, 
and re-create us in your image; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
Presider Happy are those whose sin is forgiven! 
 Be glad and shout for joy; 
 In Christ we are forgiven. 
 
People Thanks be to God! 

 
In turn, around the circle we say for and with each other, 

 
You are forgiven, be at peace. 

 
This can be accompanied by any gesture of compassion and welcome. 

 
 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 
In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 
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We STAND as we sing together 

Offertory Song  |  Lead Me Lord 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 Now seeing how greatly God loves us, let’s share freely of the good things we’ve received. You are invited to offer your gifts 
of money for the work of the church. If this is your first time here, you can wait. Instead, notice your blessings and make a 
thanksgiving gift when you return. 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Quiet 
 

Presider It is truly right, and good and joyful, 
to give you thanks, all-holy God,  
source of life and fountain of mercy. 

 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you 
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us  and call us to fullness of life.   
 

And so this day we join in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices 
to you as we sing: 
Sanctus by  Bernadette Farrell 
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 
and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; 
we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 
and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 
and rejected your love. 
Yet you never ceased to care for us,  
and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them and said:  

 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus. 
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ's 
Body in the world.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in unity of the Holy Spirit to you be honor,  
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. Then the Presider says 
 
  By eating this bread and drinking this wine we become one in hope. 
People  We receive these Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.   

 
All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 

moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
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Music During Communion  |  Carry the Weight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Denison Witmer 

 
 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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We stay SEATED and sing together.  

Hymn after Communion   |  O Christe Domine Jesu 

 
 
 

  

 

THERE IS A CALMNESS  
TO A LIFE LIVED IN GRATITUDE,  

A QUIET JOY. 

Ralph H. Blum 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the hymn we stand and say together 
 
Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers this blessing.   
May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus born of our sister Mary, and 
of the Holy Spirit who broods over Creation as a mother over children, be upon us and 
remain with us always. Amen. 
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Closing Song  |  For Joy  
By Aaron Stumpel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
We send ourselves forward and home with these words 
Leader  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Thank you to Esther Tribe 
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