
 

  

 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Second Sunday After Pentecost 

June 18, 2017 

Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 

Ministers  |  All of Us 

Celebrant & Preacher | Jim Phinney 

Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Tribe  | Miriam  
 
 

 
 
 
Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 
We stay SEATED and sing together 

Gathering | Many Blessings 

by Scott Lawrence 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Spiral Shaped God by Jan Richardson 
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For a Father 

by John O'Donohue 

 

The longer we live the more of your presence 

we find, laid down, 

weave upon weave within our lives. 

 

The quiet constancy of your gentleness 

drew no attention to itself, 

yet filled our home 

with a climate of kindness 

where each mind felt free 

to seek its own direction. 

 

As the fields of distance 

opened inside childhood, 

your presence was a sheltering tree 

where our fledgling hearts could rest. 

 

The warmth and wonder of your prayer 

opened our eyes to glimpse 

the subtle ones who 

are eternally there. 

 

Whenever, silently, in off moments, 

the beauty of the whole thing overcame you, you 

would gaze quietly out upon us, the look from your 

eyes like a kiss slighting on skin. 

 

There are many things we could have said, 

but words never wanted to name them; 

and perhaps a world that is quietly sensed 

across the air' in another's heart 

becomes the inner companion 

to one's own unknown. 
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 

Presider The Lord is good. 

People  God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

 

Opening Song | For the Beauty of the Earth 

 
 

The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

God of all creation, hold us in your steadfast love, that we may proclaim wisdom with 

boldness and compassion. Help us to let go of judgments that harden our hearts, 

remembering to listen and look for the signs and stories that strengthen our faith in  

you and in each other. Amen. 

 
 

  

you 
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WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 

 

 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat  

of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the 

tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, 

do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under 

the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—

since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into 

the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make 

cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who 

hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it  

before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

 

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will 

surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the 

tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with 

Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my 

husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall  

I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will 

return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; 

for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 

 

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah 

conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. 

Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac 

when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his 

son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will 

laugh with me.” And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 

Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 116:1-2, 10-17 
We STAND for the Psalm 

 

I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me;  

I came to grief and sorrow. 

How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things he has done for me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his servants. 

O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 

you have freed me from my bonds. 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 

In the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 
 

The people are SEATED as the second Reading is introduced 

Second Reading 
Romans 5:1-8 

 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory 

of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person-- though perhaps for a good person someone might 

actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We STAND together and sing 

Our Gospel Song  | O Christe Domine Jesu 

 
The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 9:35-10:8 

 

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good  

news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then 

he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of  

the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them 

out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 

Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 

Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 

Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
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These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles,  

and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you  

go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 

 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Homily 
Jim Phinney 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



2nd Sunday After Pentecost                                          Page 8  June 18, 2017 
 

The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 

Leader “Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness.” 

 

Gratitude 
Leader “Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness.” 

God of the lengthening days and blue skies, we thank you.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All  Fill me with your love. 

 

Leadership                                                          

Leader “Know this: The Lord himself is God; he himself has made us, and we are his.”  

We ask God to bless leaders of the world and faith communities that they are 

aware of God’s spirit as they make their decisions.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All  Fill me with your love. 

 

Care of our Environment 
Leader “Indeed, the whole earth is mine.”  

Give us wisdom and reverence as we use, and not abuse, the resources of 

nature. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All  Fill me with your love. 
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Grace in the Future 
Leader “When he saw the crowds, Jesus had compassion for them, because they were 

like sheep without a shepherd.” 

Guide the Call Committee to discover the shepherd who will nurture our 

spiritual house. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All  Fill me with your love. 

 

Prayer Requests 
Leader “God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us.” 

Christ, help us to feel your presence as we go through challenging times.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Holy Spirit 

All  Fill me with your love. 

 

Closing 
Leader “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest.’”  
  

 The Peace 
We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we stay STANDING and sing 

A Song to Offer  |  Joyful, Joyful 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you Loving 

God, creator of heaven and earth. At the beginning of time, your Spirit moved upon the 

waters of chaos as you called forth land and sea, mountain and valley, desert and tundra, 

jungle and grassy plain. 
 

Your Spirit led the Hebrew children out of Egypt, going before them in a cloud by day and a 

pillar of fire by night, traveling with them forty years through the wilderness. Your Spirit 

roused the hearts of the prophets who proclaimed your word to the nations and called for 

repentance among the people. For these mighty acts of your Holy Spirit, we praise your 

name and join with angels and saints as we sing:  
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Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus. By your Spirit you anointed him to bring 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and to confront oppression in 

the world. In your Spirit, Jesus continues to work among us. At his death on the cross, Jesus 

gave up his spirit and by the Holy Spirit, was raised from the dead. This same enlightening, 

empowering, enlivening Spirit Jesus promised to all who love as he has loved. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When supper was over, Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, saying, 
 

“Drink this, all of you. This is the cup of the new covenant, 

poured out for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me” 
 

Therefore, in remembrance of the glorious acts and blessed promises of Jesus,  

we offer ourselves to you in union with his offering for us, proclaiming the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you and on this bread and wine.  

Let the bread we break be a true communion in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be 

a true participation in the new covenant. By your Spirit manifest in us the power of your 

redeeming love that we may be Christ for the world, serving in his name. 
 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your church, all glory and honor is 

yours, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, 
and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 

Music During Communion 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Song after Communion  |  Here I am Lord  
We sing together 
 

 

 

 

 

  
each   by     name 

you 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the silence, we STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
May the love of God,  

the grace of Christ,  

and the Spirit’s peace  

be with you always. 

Amen. 
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We stay STANDING to sing 
Closing Song  |  Here Comes the Sun 

Words & Music by George Harrison 
 

Here comes the sun  

Here comes the sun, and I say, it's all right 
 

Little darling, it's been a long cold lonely winter 

Little darling, it feels like years since it's been here 

Here comes the sun 

Here comes the sun, and I say, it's all right 
 

Little darling, the smiles returning to the faces 

Little darling, it seems like years since it's been here 

Here comes the sun 

Here comes the sun, and I say, it's all right 
 

Sun, sun, sun, here it comes (5x) 
 

Little darling, I feel that ice is slowly melting 

Little darling, it seems like years since it's been clear 

Here comes the sun 

Here comes the sun, and I say, it's all right 
 

Here comes the sun 

Here comes the sun, and I say, it's all right, it's all right 
 

Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power 

of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 

 
Thank you to today’s tribe | Miriam 
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