
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Third Sunday After Pentecost 

June 25, 2017 

Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 

Ministers  |  All of Us 

Preacher | Joan Anthony 

Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Tribe  | Esther  
 
 

Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 
We stay SEATED and sing together 

Gathering | Surely the Presence of the Lord 

Music and Words by Lanny Wolfe 
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Let God love you. 

Forget all notions of your deserving. 

Just allow yourself to be God's Beloved: 

a sinner, yes, but beloved. Deeply loved. 

That's all you need. 

Let yourself be loved, 

and let the love take over. 

 
— Steve Garnaas-Holmes  |  unfoldinglight.net 
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 

Presider The Lord is good. 

People  God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

Opening Song | O Wise Women, O Wise Men 
Tune: Nettelton  Text: Mark Harris 

 

O Wise women, O wise men, hold us close to you again 

Bring us joy and bring us peace, songs of freedom and release 

  

Be’for us signs of God’s own pleasure 

Be’for us signs of love’s own end 

O wise women, o wise men, come be with us once again 

  

In our trials stand around us, like the trees that shade our day 

Courage give us for the struggles, we encounter on our way 

  

Be’for us signs of God’s own pleasure 

Be’for us signs of love’s own end 

O wise women, o wise men, come be with us once again 
 

 

The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

O God, send your Spirit among us to surround us with the power of your word. We ask for 

the wisdom to hear your call and the strength to answer in our lives. Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 

 

O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have  overpowered me, and you have prevailed. I 

have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. For whenever I speak, I must cry out, I 

must shout, "Violence and  destruction!" For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and 

derision all day long. If I say, "I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name," then within me 

there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 

For I hear many whispering: "Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" All my close 

friends are watching for me to stumble. "Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him,  

and take our revenge on him." But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors 

will stumble, and they will not prevail. 
 

They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 

O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution 

upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has 

delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers. I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin 

Israel! Again you shall take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. Again you 

shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. For 

there shall be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, 

to the Lord our God.” 
 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18 
We STAND for the Psalm 

 

Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, Lord God of hosts;  

let not those who seek you be disgraced because of me, O God of Israel. 

Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, and shame has covered my face. 

  I have become a stranger to my own kindred, an alien to my mother's children. 

Zeal for your house has eaten me up;  

the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 

Save me from the mire; do not let me sink;  

let me be rescued from those who hate me 

    and out of the deep waters.  

Let not the torrent of waters wash over me,  

neither let the deep swallow me up;  

do not let the Pit shut its mouth upon me. 

Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind;  

in your great compassion, turn to me." 
 

 
The people SIT as the second Reading is introduced 

Second Reading 
Romans 6:1b-11 

 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin 

go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we 

have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 

the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to 

sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 

and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We STAND together and sing 

Our Gospel Song  |Veni Sancte Spiritus 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 10:24-39 

 

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it 

is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the 

master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! “So have no 

fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 

become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim 

from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who 

can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will 

fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be 

afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before 

others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I 

also will deny before my Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I 

have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-

law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. Whoever loves 

father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 

not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those 

who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 
We may be SEATED 

 

 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering  

Leader “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 

ground apart from God.”  
 

Gratitude 
Leader   “Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! ” 

God of the lengthening days and blue skies, we thank you. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader  Holy Spirit, 

All         Fill me with your love. 

  

Leadership 
Leader “O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind.”  

We ask God to bless leaders of the world and faith communities that they  

are aware of God’s spirit as they make their decisions. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader  Holy Spirit, 

All         Fill me with your love. 

 

Care of our Environment 
Leader   “Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow  

me up.”  

Give us wisdom and reverence as we use, and not abuse, the resources of 

nature. 

  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader  Holy Spirit, 

All         Fill me with your love. 
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 Grace in the Future 
Leader "Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; in your great compassion, turn  

to me.”   

Guide the Call Committee to discover the shepherd who will nurture our 

spiritual house. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader  Holy Spirit, 

All         Fill me with your love. 

  

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; let me be rescued.” 

Christ, help us to feel your presence as we go through challenging times.  
   

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader  Holy Spirit, 

All         Fill me with your love.  

  

Closing 
Leader “Even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid;  

you are of more value than many sparrows.”  
  

The Peace 
We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we stay STANDING and sing 

A Song to Offer  |  The Spirit’s Gift 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you Loving 

God, creator of heaven and earth. At the beginning of time, your Spirit moved upon the 

waters of chaos as you called forth land and sea, mountain and valley, desert and tundra, 

jungle and grassy plain. 
 

Your Spirit led the Hebrew children out of Egypt, going before them in a cloud by day and a 

pillar of fire by night, traveling with them forty years through the wilderness. Your Spirit 

roused the hearts of the prophets who proclaimed your word to the nations and called for 

repentance among the people. For these mighty acts of your Holy Spirit, we praise your 

name and join with angels and saints as we sing:  
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Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus. By your Spirit you anointed him to bring 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and to confront oppression in 

the world. In your Spirit, Jesus continues to work among us. At his death on the cross, Jesus 

gave up his spirit and by the Holy Spirit, was raised from the dead. This same enlightening, 

empowering, enlivening Spirit Jesus promised to all who love as he has loved. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When supper was over, Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, saying, 
 

“Drink this, all of you. This is the cup of the new covenant, 

poured out for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me” 
 

Therefore, in remembrance of the glorious acts and blessed promises of Jesus,  

we offer ourselves to you in union with his offering for us, proclaiming the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you and on this bread and wine.  

Let the bread we break be a true communion in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be 

a true participation in the new covenant. By your Spirit manifest in us the power of your 

redeeming love that we may be Christ for the world, serving in his name. 
 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your church, all glory and honor is 

yours, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 

 

Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, 
and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 

Music During Communion 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Song after Communion  |  What a Wonderous Love is This 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the silence, we STAND and say together 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
Presider 

May the love of God, the grace of Christ,  

and the Spirit’s peace be with you always. 

Amen. 
 

We stay STANDING to sing 
Closing Song  |  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace  
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Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 

Thank you to today’s tribe | Esther 
 


