
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

July 2, 2017 

Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 

Ministers  |  All of Us 

Preacher & Presider | Mary Petty Anderson 

Music Associate  |  Darden Burns 

Tribe  | Leah  
 

Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 
We stay SEATED and sing together 

Gathering |Servant Song  
Music & Words by Richard Gillard 
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The Healing Time 

By Pesha Gertler 

 

Finally on my way to yes 

I bump into 

all the places 

where I said no 

to my life 

all the untended wounds 

the red and purple scars 

those hieroglyphs of pain 

carved into my skin and bones, 

those coded messages 

that send me down 

the wrong street 

again and again 

where I find them, 

the old wounds 

the old misdirections 

and I lift them 

one by one 

close to my heart 

and I say holy 

holy 
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 

Presider The Lord is good. 

People  God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

Opening Song | America 
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The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, as we hear your Word this day, send your Spirit to equip and inspire us,  

that your grace-filled hospitality may be at the center of our lives. Amen. 
 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
Jeremiah 28:5-9 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
We STAND for the Psalm 

 

Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing;  

from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

  For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever;  

you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

  "I have made a covenant with my chosen one;  

I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

'I will establish your line for ever, and preserve your throne for all generations.'" 

Happy are the people who know the festal shout! they walk,  

O Lord, in the light of your presence. 

  They rejoice daily in your Name; they are jubilant in your righteousness. 

 For you are the glory of their strength, and by your favor our might is exalted. 

Truly, the Lord is our ruler; the Holy One of Israel is our King. 
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The people SIT as the second Reading is introduced 

Second Reading 
Romans 6:12-23 

 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 
We STAND together and sing 

Our Gospel Song  | My Country Tis of Thee 
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The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 10:40-42 

 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily 

 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Prayers for these United States of America 

Leader We pray for liberty for each human being, that no one is oppressed or 

exploited. 
 

We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 
 

Leader  God of mercy,  

All        hear our prayer. 

 

Leader   We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader  God of mercy,  

All        hear our prayer. 
  

Leader We pray for peace, that there be harmony, in which each person’s gift 

may flourish. 
  

We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 
 

Leader  God of mercy,  

All        hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   We pray for justice, that there be a just and equal sharing of power. 
  

We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 
 

Leader  God of mercy,  

All        hear our prayer. 
  

Leader    We pray for a spirit of patriotism, that we be faithful to one another as a whole. 
  

We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 
 

Leader  God of mercy,  

All        hear our prayer. 
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Leader   We thank you for our freedom, and those who protect it:  teachers who  

teach to question, neighbors who act in covenant with one another,  

those who speak out against injustice. 
 

We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 
 

All        We give thanks. 
 

Leader   We thank you for the gift of our diversity, honoring each person and  

celebrating differences. 
 

We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 
 

All        We give thanks. 
 

Leader   We thank you for this land. Remind us to revere creation. 
 

We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 
 

All        We give thanks. 
 

Leader   Temper might with humility, and power with compassion.  

Mend divisions, heal fear, and restore love of one another. 
 

We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 
 

All       Bless this nation and every nation the same, for we are all sisters and brothers. 
 

Leader   Bless us, and make us a nation of justice and peace, a nation of benevolence 

and generosity, a nation of mutual sharing and cooperation, a nation devoted  

to healing.  
We pray for democracy, that each voice is heard, and no one is silenced. 

 

All        Bless this nation, that we be people of mercy. 

 
   Adapted from Steve Garnaas- Holmes 

  

The Peace 
We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we stay STANDING and sing 

A Song to Offer  |  All Are Welcome 

 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 



4th Sunday After Pentecost                                          Page 10  July 2, 2017 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you loving 

God, creator of heaven and earth. At the beginning of time, your Spirit moved upon the 

waters of chaos as you called forth land and sea, mountain and valley, desert and tundra, 

jungle and grassy plain. 
 

Your Spirit led the Hebrew children out of Egypt, going before them in a cloud by day and a 

pillar of fire by night, traveling with them forty years through the wilderness. Your Spirit 

roused the hearts of the prophets who proclaimed your word to the nations and called for 

repentance among the people. For these mighty acts of your Holy Spirit, we praise your 

name and join with angels and saints as we sing:  
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Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus. By your Spirit you anointed him to bring 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and to confront oppression in 

the world. In your Spirit, Jesus continues to work among us. At his death on the cross, Jesus 

gave up his spirit and by the Holy Spirit, was raised from the dead. This same enlightening, 

empowering, enlivening Spirit Jesus promised to all who love as he has loved. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When supper was over, Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, saying, 
 

“Drink this, all of you. This is the cup of the new covenant, 

poured out for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me” 
 

Therefore, in remembrance of the glorious acts and blessed promises of Jesus, we offer 

ourselves to you in union with his offering for us. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you and on this bread and wine.  

Let the bread we break be a true communion in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be 

a true participation in the new covenant. By your Spirit manifest in us the power of your 

redeeming love that we may be Christ for the world, serving in his name. 
 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your church, all glory and honor is 

yours, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, 
and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 

Instrumental Music During Communion 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Song after Communion  |  This Land is Your Land  
by Woody Guthrie©1956, 1958 and 1970 TRO-Ludlow Music, Inc. (BMI) 
 

This land is your land, this land is my land  

From California, to the New York Island  

From the redwood forest, to the gulf stream waters  

This land was made for you and me 
 

As I was walking a ribbon of highway 

I saw above me an endless skyway 

I saw below me a golden valley 

This land was made for you and me 
 

This land is your land, this land is my land  

From California, to the New York Island  

From the redwood forest, to the gulf stream waters  

This land was made for you and me 
 
 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the silence, we STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
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We stay STANDING to sing 

Closing Song  |  Down by the Riverside  

 

Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 

 
Thank you to today’s tribe | Leah 
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The ship that took my mother to Ellis Island 
eighty-three years ago was named “The Mercy.” 
She remembers trying to eat a banana 
without first peeling it and seeing her first orange 
in the hands of a young Scot, a seaman 
who gave her a bite and wiped her mouth for her 
with a red bandana and taught her the word, 
“orange,” saying it patiently over and over. 
A long autumn voyage, the days darkening 
with the black waters calming as night came on, 
then nothing as far as her eyes could see and space 
without limit rushing off to the corners 
of creation. She prayed in Russian and Yiddish 
to find her family in New York, prayers 
unheard or misunderstood or perhaps ignored 
by all the powers that swept the waves of darkness 
before she woke, that kept “The Mercy” afloat 
while smallpox raged among the passengers 
and crew until the dead were buried at sea 
with strange prayers in a tongue she could not fathom. 
“The Mercy,” I read on the yellowing pages of a book 
I located in a windowless room of the library 
on 42nd Street, sat thirty-one days 
offshore in quarantine before the passengers 
disembarked. There a story ends. Other ships 
arrived, “Tancred” out of Glasgow, “The Neptune” 
registered as Danish, “Umberto IV,” 
the list goes on for pages, November gives 
way to winter, the sea pounds this alien shore. 
Italian miners from Piemonte dig 
under towns in western Pennsylvania 
only to rediscover the same nightmare 
they left at home. A nine-year-old girl travels 
all night by train with one suitcase and an orange. 
She learns that mercy is something you can eat 
again and again while the juice spills over 
your chin, you can wipe it away with the back 
of your hands and you can never get enough. 

 

— “The  Mercy” by Phillip Levine  
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