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Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 

We remain SEATED and sing together 

Gathering | Within Our Darkest Night 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

 
       

 

A Spiral Shaped God by Jan Richardson 
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I want to free what waits within me 

so that what no one has dared to wish for 

may for once spring clear 

without my contriving. 

 

If this is arrogant, God, forgive me, 

but this is what I need to say. 

 

May what I do flow from me like a river, 

no forcing and no holding back, 

the way it is with children. 

 

Then in these swelling and ebbing currents, 

these deepening tides moving out, returning, 

I will sing you as no one ever has, 

streaming through widening channels 

into the open sea. 

 

—Rainer Maria Rilke 
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 

Presider The Lord is good. 

People  God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

Opening Song | Sing Out Earth and Sky  
by Marty Haugan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

O God, your word goes out and does not return empty but prospers that for which it was 

sent. Open our hearts and minds this day that we may walk according to your ways. Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
Isaiah 63:7-9 

 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 65:1-14 
We STAND for the Psalm 

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, because of their transgressions. 

Our sins are stronger than we are, but you will blot them out. 

Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!  

they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple. 

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,  

O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 

You make fast the mountains by your power; they are girded about with might. 

You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;  

you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;  

the river of God is full of water. 

You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;  

with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.  

You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty. 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy. 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves 

with grain; let them shout for joy and sing. 
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The people SIT as the second Reading is introduced 

Second Reading 
Romans 8:1-11 

 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 
We STAND together and sing 

Our Gospel Song  | Nothing Can Trouble/Nada te Turbe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 

 
 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We remain STANDING as we pray 
 

Gathering 

Leader “Jesus sat by the sea, and told the crowds gathered around him many things in 

parables.”  
  

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed 

with joy.”  

Pray for those in need. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Leadership                                                                                     
Leader   “As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but 

the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing.”     

Pray for world and faith leaders.  
 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

  

Care of our Environment 
Leader   “The mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song.”  

Pray for the environment, especially for our climate.  
 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 
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Grace in the Future 
Leader  "As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there 

until they have watered the earth, so shall my word be.”    

Pray for the Call Committee. 
 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

   

Gratitude 
Leader   “For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace.”  

Offer prayers of thanksgiving. 
  

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Closing 

Leader  “What was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit."    

 

The Peace 
We conclude our prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we remain STANDING and sing 

A Song to Offer  |  Send Us Your Spirit 

 

 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you loving 

God, creator of heaven and earth. At the beginning of time, your Spirit moved upon the 

waters of chaos as you called forth land and sea, mountain and valley, desert and tundra, 

jungle and grassy plain. 
 

Your Spirit led the Hebrew children out of Egypt, going before them in a cloud by day and  

a pillar of fire by night, traveling with them forty years through the wilderness. Your Spirit 

roused the hearts of the prophets who proclaimed your word to the nations and called for 

repentance among the people. For these mighty acts of your Spirit, we praise your name  

and join with angels and saints as we sing:  
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Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus. By your Spirit you anointed him to bring 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and to confront oppression in 

the world. In your Spirit, Jesus continues to work among us. At his death on the cross, Jesus 

gave up his spirit and by the Holy Spirit, was raised from the dead. This same enlightening, 

empowering, enlivening Spirit Jesus promised to all who love as he has loved. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When supper was over, Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, saying, 
 

“Drink this, all of you. This is the cup of the new covenant, 

poured out for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me” 
 

 

Therefore, in remembrance of the glorious acts and blessed promises of Jesus,  

we offer ourselves to you in union with his offering for us, proclaiming the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you and on this bread and wine.  

Let the bread we break be a true communion in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be 

a true participation in the new covenant. By your Spirit manifest in us the power of your 

redeeming love that we may be Christ for the world, serving in his name. 
 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your church, all glory and honor is 

yours, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift 
 to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
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Music During Communion | The Blue Green Hills of Earth 
By Kim Oler 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Song after Communion  |  Living Spirit Holy Fire 
By Ruth Duck & Lori True.  

We SIT and sing together 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
May the love of God,  

the grace of Christ,  

and the Spirit’s peace  

be with you always. 

Amen. 
 

We remain STANDING to sing 

Closing Song  |  Though I May Speak 

 

 

 



6th Sunday After Pentecost                                          Page 16  July 16, 2017 
 

Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 

Thank you to today’s tribe | Rebekah 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


