
 

  

 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

July 23, 2017 

Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 

Ministers  |  All of Us 

Preacher & Presider | Bill Maxwell 

Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Tribe  | Rachel  
 

 

Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 

We remain SEATED and sing together 

Gathering | Veni Sancte Spiritus 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

     
 

A Spiral Shaped God by Jan Richardson 
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ORGANIZED RELIGION 

 

I am a part of organized religion. 

I am an Episcopalian. 

 

On the other hand, it isn’t 

very organized, and, God knows, 

the entire Christian community 

isn’t very organized either. 

 

My hope is that my notions, splendid as they are, 

are repeatedly tested by the wisdom 

of a loving, varied, and persisting community.  

That community gets stuck, sometimes, 

in the vocabulary and traditions of times 

no wiser or more perfect than ours.  

But the organized Church at its best can be 

wise and generous, able to enfold us as we 

try again to be faithful and free. It reminds us  

of the Story stretching from Genesis to Revelation,  

feeds us with bread and wine that are more than food.   

It seeks to direct us beyond ourselves, to teach us 

to care deeply about the isolated, poor, 

 powerless, and dying. It points outward 

to the farthest reaches of creation. 

And it points inward, telling me over and over 

that God’s love is sure, that I am safe. 

 

I want to live in community, to be part of  

that pilgrim company, that rag-tag band of travelers 

who believe God cares about his world and us. 

I prefer organized religion.  

Mostly. 

       

by Rev. William Maxwell 
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 

Presider The Lord is good. 

People  God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

Opening Song | Gather Us In 
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The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, the source of all wisdom, you know our needs before we ask and our  

hesitation in asking. Answer our prayers as may be best for us. This we ask through  

the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
Isaiah 44:6-8 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first and I am the 

last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth 

before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do 

not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses!  

Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.  

 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 86:11-17 
We STAND for the Psalm 

Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth;  

knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name. 

I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your Name for 

evermore. 

For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the nethermost pit. 

The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent men seeks my life;  

they have not set you before their eyes. 

But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,  

slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

Turn to me and have mercy upon me; give your strength to your servant;  

and save the child of your handmaid. 

Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; 

because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

The people SIT as the second Reading is introduced 

Second Reading 
Romans 8:12-25 

 

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for if you live 

according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it 

is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ— if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 

with him.  

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 

revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for 

the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 

hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of 

the glory of the children of God.  

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, 

but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 

hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
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After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 
We STAND together and sing 

Our Gospel Song  | Let It Breathe On Me 
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The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 

who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 

appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has  

done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; 

for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow 

together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 

them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to 

us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son 

of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 

children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, 

and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 

end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes 

of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 
 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

 

The Homily 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We remain STANDING as we pray 
 

Gathering 

Leader “Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed 

good seed in his field; but when the plants came up and bore grain, then weeds 

appeared as well.’”  

  

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “Do not fear, or be afraid.”   

Pray for those in need.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Leadership                                                                                     
Leader   "Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth.”   

Pray for world and faith leaders. 

  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

  

Care of our Environment 
Leader   “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 

weeds come from?”   

Pray for the environment, especially for our climate.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 
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Grace in the Future 
Leader  “If we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.”  

Pray for the Call Committee. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Gratitude 
Leader   “I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your Name for 

evermore.”     

Offer prayers of thanksgiving. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Closing 

Leader  “In gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both 

of them grow together until the harvest.”  
 

The Peace 
We conclude our prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we remain STANDING and sing 

A Song to Offer  |  Amazing Grace 
Words: John Newton (1725-1807) ~ Tune: House of the Rising Sun. Trad. 
 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 
 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed! 
 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

’tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

than when we’d first begun. 

 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you loving 

God, creator of heaven and earth. At the beginning of time, your Spirit moved upon the 

waters of chaos as you called forth land and sea, mountain and valley, desert and tundra, 

jungle and grassy plain. 
 

Your Spirit led the Hebrew children out of Egypt, going before them in a cloud by day and a 

pillar of fire by night, traveling with them forty years through the wilderness. Your Spirit 

roused the hearts of the prophets who proclaimed your word to the nations and called for 

repentance among the people. For these mighty acts of your Spirit, we praise your name and 

join with angels and saints as we sing:  
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Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus. By your Spirit you anointed him to bring 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and to confront oppression in 

the world. In your Spirit, Jesus continues to work among us. At his death on the cross, Jesus 

gave up his spirit and by the Holy Spirit, was raised from the dead. This same enlightening, 

empowering, enlivening Spirit Jesus promised to all who love as he has loved. 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When supper was over, Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, saying, 
 

“Drink this, all of you. This is the cup of the new covenant, 

poured out for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me” 
 

 

Therefore, in remembrance of the glorious acts and blessed promises of Jesus,  

we offer ourselves to you in union with his offering for us, proclaiming the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you and on this bread and wine.  

Let the bread we break be a true communion in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be 

a true participation in the new covenant. By your Spirit manifest in us the power of your 

redeeming love that we may be Christ for the world, serving in his name. 
 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your church, all glory and honor is 

yours, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 

Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, 
and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
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Music During Communion  |  Father, We Thank Thee 

 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Song after Communion  |  We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky 
We SIT and sing together 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
May the love of God,  

the grace of Christ,  

and the Spirit’s peace  

be with you always. 

Amen.  
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We remain STANDING to sing 

Closing Song  |  O Holy Spirit Root of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
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Announcements 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Let us go forth into the world  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 

Thank you to today’s tribe | Rachel 
  

 

A Parish Church 

 

Our parish church doesn’t have many standards 

that I’m aware of.  Straight, gay, the fairly well-to-do,  

those living from hand to mouth, some with doctor’s 

degrees, the functionally illiterate, military heroes,  

ardent pacifists, deeply religious, doubters, 

very likely an adulterer or two or a greedy subject  

of an IRS audit, — all these folks occupy this space 

on a typical Sunday morning.  All of us are here,  

together, no questions asked. 

 

We choose to act as though  

God is doing what God has always done:  

loving every one of this strange crowd, never 

abandoning even those who have abandoned Him, 

always feeding those who present themselves  

with outstretched hands, enfolding with forgiving love 

those who fumble around and those who have standards 

more rigid than His own. 

 

We are all fair game for our Risen Lord. He continues  

to associate with the likes of us, always dishing out grace  

in a thousand different modes, always loving  

with a splendid lack of discrimination. Here we are, together,  

where, hopefully, Gospel pushes through, and we head out 

the doors to be the heart and hands of Christ in this precious, 

peculiar world in which we have been plunked down. 

 

by Rev. William Maxwell 
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