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Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 

We remain SEATED and sing together 

Gathering | All Shall Be Well 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

A Spiral Shaped God by Jan Richardson 
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Oh, traveler,  

the treasure is not far away. 

Oh, merchant, 

the pearl is in your pocket. 

How much of your life is attic junk? 

Escape the trinkets that have been hoarding you. 

What you can hold isn't worth grasping. 

What you can possess won't last beyond the sale. 

Don't seek what you don't already have. 

Don't covet what can be taken from you. 

What you can't hold in a breath 

isn't worth it.  

Breathe in. 

Sell all your treasures for that.  

Once you've seen it shine, 

it will surprise you what you'll let go of for it. 

Throw your arms around this world. 

Buy the field of this whole grand life, 

its weeds and rocks, its pains and mysteries, 

all of yourself.  

Look! Right now, 

you are rich beyond belief.  

 

 

—Steve Garnaas-Holmes |  unfoldinglight.net 
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 
Take a moment to look and listen…. 

Presider It’s a new day. 

All  We begin again. Amen. 
 

Opening Song | I’m Walking a Path of Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

God of joy and blessing, bring us peace born of grace.  

Open our hearts to your love that we might share that love  

with one another and with the neighbors you put in our way. Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
I Kings 3:5-12 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give 

you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 

because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; 

and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne 

today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 

although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the 

midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 

counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 

between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and 

have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and 

discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 119:129-136 
We STAND for the Psalm 

 

Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

When your word goes forth it gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. 

I open my mouth and pant; I long for your commandments. 

Turn to me in mercy, as you always do to those who love your Name. 

Steady my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

Rescue me from those who oppress me, and I will keep your commandments. 

Let your countenance shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. 

My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your law. 
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The people SIT as the second Reading is introduced 
 

Second Reading 
Romans 8:26-39 

 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all 

things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For 

those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 

might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those 

whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we to say 

about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave 

him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against 

God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 

raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are 

accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We STAND together and sing 

Our Gospel Song  | Seek Ye First 
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The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 

someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 

greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.”  He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” “The kingdom of heaven is like 

treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 

and buys that field.“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 

one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven 

is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the 

age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace 

of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe 

who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
 

The Homily 

 

 
“To journey without being changed is to be a nomad.  

To change without journey is to be a chameleon. 

To journey and be transformed by the journey is to be a pilgrim.” 
  ~Mark Nepo  

 



8th Sunday After Pentecost                                          Page 8  July 30, 2017 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 

Leader “Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 

in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’"  
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.”    

Pray for those in need.  
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Grace Youth Pilgrimage 
Leader   "Steady my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me.”   

Pray for our Grace Pilgrims. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Care of our Environment 
Leader “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, when it has grown it is the 

greatest of shrubs, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.”    

Pray for the environment, especially for our climate.  
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
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Grace in the Future 
Leader “Give your servant therefore an understanding mind”  

Pray for the Call Committee. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Gratitude 
Leader “When your word goes forth it gives light.”    

Offer prayers of thanksgiving. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God, 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Closing 
Leader “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found 

and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”   
 

The Peace 
We conclude our prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 

 
 
After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we SIT and listen to the song offered 

A Song to Offer  | For Good  

by Stephen Schwartz. Offered by Brearley Curfman 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you loving 

God, creator of heaven and earth. At the beginning of time, your Spirit moved upon the 

waters of chaos as you called forth land and sea, mountain and valley, desert and tundra, 

jungle and grassy plain. 
 

Your Spirit led the Hebrew children out of Egypt, going before them in a cloud by day and  

a pillar of fire by night, traveling with them forty years through the wilderness. Your Spirit 

roused the hearts of the prophets who proclaimed your word to the nations and called for 

repentance among the people. For these mighty acts of your Spirit, we praise your name  

and join with angels and saints as we sing:  
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Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus. By your Spirit you anointed him to bring 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and to confront oppression in 

the world. In your Spirit, Jesus continues to work among us. At his death on the cross, Jesus 

gave up his spirit and by the Holy Spirit, was raised from the dead. This same enlightening, 

empowering, enlivening Spirit Jesus promised to all who love as he has loved. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

When supper was over, Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, saying, 
 

“Drink this, all of you. This is the cup of the new covenant, 

poured out for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me” 

 

Therefore, in remembrance of the glorious acts and blessed promises of Jesus,  

we offer ourselves to you in union with his offering for us, proclaiming the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you and on this bread and wine.  

Let the bread we break be a true communion in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be 

a true participation in the new covenant. By your Spirit manifest in us the power of your 

redeeming love that we may be Christ for the world, serving in his name. 
 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your church, all glory and honor is 

yours, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 

Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, 
and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 

Music During Communion | Nobody Knows  
by Andrew Tinker & Toby Halbrooks. Offered by Sydney Dalessi. 
 

True Colors by Billy Steinberg and Tom Kelly. Offered by Kate Breen and Charlie Hill. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Steinberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Kelly_%28musician%29
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Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For Words & Music by U2 

I have climbed the highest mountains,  

I have run through the fields 

Only to be with you, only to be with you 

I have run, I have crawled 

I have scaled these city walls, these city walls,   

only to be with you.  
 

Chorus: 

But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for 

But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for 
 

I have served, I have tried,   

I have listened to so many lives 

Calling your name, singing your name 

I have spoken with the tongue of angels,  

I have held the hand of the devil 

It was warm in the night, I was cold as a stone   
 

Chorus 
 

I believe in the Kingdom come,  

then all the colors will bleed into one, 

bleed into one.   Yes, I’m still running  

You broke the bonds,  you loosed the chains 

Carried the cross of our shame, of our shame  

You know I believe it 
 

Chorus  (repeat) 
 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 

Song after Communion  |  Rise Up  
By Andra Day offered by Eva Kurtzman. 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
We remain STANDING to sing 

Closing Song  |  Thought I Saw the Light Shine 
By Alexi Murdoch 
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Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing of the Pilgrims 
 

Presider We are blessed by the light around us. 

All  We are blessed by the light within us. 

Presider We belong to the earth and to all living things. 

All  We seek our place. 

Presider We keep track of one another. 

All  We remember to love. 

Presider We move with grace through this wild world. 

All  We go with care. 
 

Presider May the love of God, the grace of Christ, 

  and the Spirit’s peace be with us as we go from this place. 

Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 

 

 

Thank you to today’s tribe | Ruth 


