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Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 

We remain SEATED and sing together 

Gathering | Take O Take Me As I Am 
By John L. Bell 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

A Spiral Shaped God by Jan Richardson 
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Morning Prayer 

 
This day, O God,  

open me to your agenda  
and cancel mine, 

as I relinquish illusions of control. 
Your way is guidance,  

not demand, 
freedom that honors  
my common sense. 

‘Let your good Spirit lead me  
on level ground’ says the psalmist,  

expressing perfect balance; 
a spirit-guided hike  

along your suggested trail.  
 

-Jim Phinney 
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 

Presider The Lord is good. 

People  God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

Opening Song | We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding 
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The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Generous God, you reveal yourself to us in the bread and wine, help us to have the courage 

to share what you have shown us to those who seek your presence in their lives. Amen. 

 
WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the 

covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking 

with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were 

afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation 

returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them 

in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished 

speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak 

with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites 

what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was 

shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 
 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 99:5-9 
We STAND for the Psalm 

 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall down before his footstool;  

he is the Holy One. 

Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who call upon his 

Name, they called upon the Lord, and he answered them. 

He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;  

they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 

O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; you were a God who forgave them, 

yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and worship him upon his holy hill;  

for the Lord our God is the Holy One. 
 
The people SIT as the second Reading is introduced 
 

Second Reading 
2 Peter 1:13-21 

I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to refresh your memory, since I know that my death will come 

soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after my 

departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from 

God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we 

were with him on the holy mountain. 

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a 

lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you 

must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, because no 

prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We STAND together and sing 

Our Gospel Song  | Halleluia  
by Ann Strickland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 9:28-36 

 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was 

praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw 

two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, 

which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down 

with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 

Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 

dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” —not knowing what he said. While he was 

saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 

Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the 

voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the 

things they had seen. 
 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Homily 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader    “When Moses came down from Mount Sinai carrying the two tablets of the 

covenant, he didn’t know that the skin of his face glowed because he had  

been speaking with God."  
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “It's the one light you have in a dark time as you wait for daybreak and the  

rising of the morning star in your hearts.”   

Pray for those in need.  
  

 We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

God’s Compassion                          
Leader   "Jesus climbed the mountain to pray, taking Peter, John, and James along.”    

Pray for the fullness of God’s compassion. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Leadership 
Leader  “Strong King, lover of justice, you laid things out fair and square; you set  

down the foundation stones of just and right ways. Honor God.”   

Pray for the world and faith leaders. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
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Care of our Environment 
Leader  "As they found themselves buried in the cloud, they became deeply  

aware of God."    

Pray for the environment, especially for our climate and wild places. 
 

 We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Call Committee 
Leader   “Because the stakes are so high, don’t let up for a minute your attention  

to truth and its practice.”   

Pray for the Call Committee. 
 

 We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Gratitude 
Leader   “Lift high God, our God; worship at his holy mountain. Holy. Yes, holy is  

God our God.”   

Offer prayers of thanksgiving. 
 

 We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Closing 
Leader    “While Jesus was in prayer, the appearance of his face changed and his  

clothes became blinding white.” 

 

The Peace 
We conclude our prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we remain STANDING and sing 

A Song to Offer  | Up to the Mountain  
by Patty Griffin. Offered by Ann Strickland. 

 

 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 

 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you loving 

God, creator of heaven and earth. At the beginning of time, your Spirit moved upon the 

waters of chaos as you called forth land and sea, mountain and valley, desert and tundra, 

jungle and grassy plain. 
 

Your Spirit led the Hebrew children out of Egypt, going before them in a cloud by day and a 

pillar of fire by night, traveling with them forty years through the wilderness. Your Spirit 

roused the hearts of the prophets who proclaimed your word to the nations and called for 

repentance among the people. For these mighty acts of your Spirit, we praise your name and 

join with angels and saints as we sing:  

 

 

 



The Transfiguration | 9th Sunday After Pentecost                          Page 11  August 6, 2017 
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Holy are you, God, and blessed is your Son Jesus. By your Spirit you anointed him to bring 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and to confront oppression in 

the world. In your Spirit, Jesus continues to work among us. At his death on the cross, Jesus 

gave up his spirit and by the Holy Spirit, was raised from the dead. This same enlightening, 

empowering, enlivening Spirit Jesus promised to all who love as he has loved. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When supper was over, Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, saying, 
 

“Drink this, all of you. This is the cup of the new covenant, 

poured out for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me” 

 

Therefore, in remembrance of the glorious acts and blessed promises of Jesus, we offer 

ourselves to you in union with his offering for us, proclaiming the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you and on this bread and wine.  

Let the bread we break be a true communion in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be 

a true participation in the new covenant. By your Spirit manifest in us the power of your 

redeeming love that we may be Christ for the world, serving in his name. 
 

 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your church, all glory and honor is 

yours, holy God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 

Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, 
and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 

 

Music During Communion | Air from Suite No.3 in D Major  

by J. S. Bach. Offered by Tom Ringo and Priscilla Jones 
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Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 

 

Song after Communion  |  I Shall Be Released 
We SIT and sing together. Words and Music by Bob Dylan. 
 

They say everyone needs protection 

They say that everyone must fall 

Yet I swear I see my reflection 

Some place so high above the wall 
 

I see my light come shining, from the west unto the east 

Any day now, any day now, I shall be released 
 

Standing next to me in this lonely crowd 

Is a man who swears he’s not to blame 

All day long I hear him shouting so loud 

Just crying out that he was framed 
 

I see my light come shining, from the west unto the east 

Any day now, any day now, I shall be released 
 

They say everything can be replaced 

They say every distance is not real 

So I remember every face 

Of everyone who put me here 
 

I see my light come shining, from the west unto the east 

Any day now, any day now, I shall be released 

Any day now, any day now, I shall be released 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
May the love of God,  

the grace of Christ,  

and the Spirit’s peace  

be with you always. 

Amen.  
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We remain STANDING to sing 

Closing Song  |  Lord of All Hopefulness 

 

Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 

Thank you to today’s tribe | Rebekah  


