
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WORDS FOR THE SEASON 
 

  
  

My God my bright abyss 

Into which all my longing will not go 

Once more I come to the edge of all I know  

And believing nothing believe in this: 

 
Christian Wiman  |  My Bright Abyss 

 
  

 

Grace Episcopal Church 
The Second Sunday in Lent  

March 12, 2017 | 8 and 9:30am 
Ministers  |  All of Us 
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Gathering Song  |  Beneath the Tree of Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Listen. Reflect. Discern. 

A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 
 
 
 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Please STAND 
Presider Where will our help come from? 
People  Our help comes from the Lord,  

who made heaven and earth. 
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Opening Hymn  |  Give Me Oil in My Lamp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

 
The Collect for This Day Written by Marty Steyer 
 
O God, bless us with your tender mercy,  
even when we’re wracked with controversy.  
Teach us to embrace, with steadfast faith, your Word—  
a revelation that must be lived as well as heard. 
Amen.  
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

All are now SEATED for the first reading.  
 

First Reading  
Genesis 12:1-4a 

 
The Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to 
the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 
After the reading, the Reader will say 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 121 
We STAND and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

  He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

  Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

  The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you safe. 

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in,  

from this time forth for evermore. 
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All are now SEATED for the second reading.  
 

Second Reading 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham 
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the 
scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." Now to one who 
works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him 
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.  

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 
faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all 
his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations") – in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Song  |  O Holy Spirit Root of Life 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
John 3:1-17 

 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." Jesus answered him, 
"Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." 
Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said 
to you, 'You must be born from above.' The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit." Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 
Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 
 
"Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
"Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him." 
 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 
 

 
 
 
 

OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We STAND and say together these ancient and new words.  

 
We believe in God above us, 
 maker and sustainer of all life, 
 of sun and moon, 
 of water and earth, 
 of male and female. 
We believe in God beside us, 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 
 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 
 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 
 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 
 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 
We believe in God within us, 
 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 
 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 
 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People 
We stay STANDING as we pray 
 

Prepare 
Leader  Prepare us during this Lenten season to deepen our journey with Christ. 
   

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Relationship 
Leader In participation with God, let us strive to give others opportunities for new life. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leadership 
Leader  God, help our leaders to experience themselves as part of the ebb and flow of 

something greater than themselves. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader  Help us to navigate the swift and varied changes of this world. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Thankfulness 
Leader   What I’m looking for I already have. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
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Prayer of Confession 
Lord God, you know the ways of good and evil. 
You know the things that tempt us 
and the things that give us life. 
We confess that we have disobeyed your word, 
denying your providence and care 
and relying on our own cleverness. 
 
Have mercy on us, we pray: 
cover us with your grace, 
feed us with the bread of life, 
and re-create us in your image; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 
Presider Happy are those whose sin is forgiven! 
 Be glad and shout for joy; 
 In Christ we are forgiven. 
 
People Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

 
In turn, around the circle we say for and with each other, 

 
You are forgiven, be at peace. 

 
This can be accompanied by any gesture of compassion and welcome. 
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We STAND as we sing together 

Offertory Song  |  Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 The Second Sunday in Lent                                                Page 12                         March 12, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James K. Manley, 1978; alt. Tune: SPIRIT Irr. Arr. The New Century Hymnal, 1993 
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The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 
In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 

 Now seeing how greatly God loves us, let’s share freely of the good things we’ve received. You are invited to offer your gifts 
of money for the work of the church. If this is your first time here, you can wait. Instead, notice your blessings and make a 
thanksgiving gift when you return. 
 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Presider It is truly right, and good and joyful, 

to give you thanks, all-holy God,  
source of life and fountain of mercy. 

 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you 
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us  and call us to fullness of life.   
 

And so this day we join in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices 
to you as we sing: 
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Sanctus by  Bernadette Farrell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 
and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; 
we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 
and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 
and rejected your love. 
Yet you never ceased to care for us,  
and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
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Teach me to be at home in you, 
to rest my hand on a desert rock 

until I see they are the same. 
To float in the sea until I know  

 myself to be in you. 
To walk among men and women 

and know that they and I and you are one. 
 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes  |  Unfolding Light    www.unfoldinglight.net 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread,  
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you,  
gave it to them and said:  

 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus. 
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ's 
Body in the world.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in unity of the Holy Spirit to you be honor,  
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept.  

The Breaking of the Bread 
Then the Presider says  
 

  By eating this bread and drinking this wine we become one in hope. 
People  We receive these Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 
moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

 
 
Music During Communion  |  Kumbaya 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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We stay SEATED and sing together.  

Hymn after Communion   |  Lonesome Valley 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the hymn we STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us the strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Blessing 
The Presider offers this blessing.   
 

The blessing of God, who hears when you call; 
the grace of Christ, who reconciles you;  
the power of the Holy Spirit, who sustains you,  
remain with you in these Lenten days and for ever more. Amen. 
 

Closing Song  |  Blessed Always 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
We send ourselves forward and home with these words 
Leader  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Thank you to Leah Tribe 
 
 
 
 



 The Second Sunday in Lent                                                Page 20                         March 12, 2017 

 

Each Tuesday Evening in Lent we will  
gather in community, share a simple meal  
and then settle-in together for our Adult  
Faith Formation programs. 

 6:30pm | Gathering in Community 
 7:00pm | Learning, Listening, Conversation 
 8:00pm | Closing Prayers 

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord | Tuesday, March 7   
Priest-in-Charge Joan Anthony introduces Grace Members to both the Lenten tradition and 
this year’s series of Adult Faith Formation events. Soup, bread and refreshments served at 
6:30pm; program starts at 7pm. 
 

Exploring Transgender Issues | Tuesday, March 14  
Kathie McCarthy and Kathleen Weyand lead a panel discussion that includes parents of 
transgender youth as well as Dr. Jillian Worth, a transgender medical resource. Coffee/tea 
and light dessert served. 
 
Discovering Fear: A Blessing? | Tuesday, March 21  
Dr. Sharon Stanley and Dr. Deborah Milton invite us to see an important part of our 
humanity in a new way. Coffee/tea and light dessert served. 
 

Exploring Islamophobia | Tuesday, March 28  
Director of Neighbors in Faith Terry Kyllo presents the varied perceptions and reality of 
Muslim life in the US coffee/tea and light dessert served. 
 

Discovering Non-Violent Communication | Tuesday, April 4  
Donna Kramer, a trainer with the Center for Nonviolent Communication, presents an intro 
to NVC and interactive Empathy exercise for connecting to ourselves and others. This event 
is free to Grace members. Please let us know if you plan on attending. 
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