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Grace Episcopal Church 
The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

January 22, 2017  |  8 & 9:30am 
Ministers  |  All of Us 

Preacher/Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 
Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Today’s Tribe  |  Sarah 
 

  
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

  
We remain seated. A Bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 

Gathering Song | Deep Peace (9:30am) 

 
 

 

Call to Worship 
Please stand.  
 

Presider The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 

 

People    Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and sing together 

Opening Song  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

  

Believe 
Among other things,  

believing in Jesus means  
believing in the possibility of love, incarnate love.  

That is, to believe that love can be  
embodied in this world, that the grace and  

truth of Christ can be manifest in this world. 
 

~ Brother Mark Brown | Society of Saint John the Evangelist 
 

http://ssje.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=344ed142b391b2b520df4080c&id=21ffa42b1c&e=3f1e1ba6bd
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COLLECT FOR TODAY 
 

 
We stay standing and affirm our intention to be here. 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Presider Jesus called his disciples to be fishers of women and men.  
 Give us courage to follow their example in our daily life. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

WE TELL THE STORY 
 

All are now seated for the first Reading.  
 

First Reading  
Isaiah 9:1-4 

 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
We stand and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

    the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 

 

  And though war should rise up against me, yet will I put my trust in him. 

 

One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; 

    that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 

 

  To behold the fair beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. 

 

For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; 

    he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock. 

 

Even now he lifts up my head above my enemies round about me. 

 

Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; 

    I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

   
All are now seated for the second Reading.  
 

Second Reading (9:30am) 
I Corinthians 1:10-18 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song  |  You Walk Along the Shoreline 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 
Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel 
Matthew 4:12-23 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 
Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
 

The Homily 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We say together these words. 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
We stay standing as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”   
All May we welcome the ever growing light of Jesus.    
                       

Gratitude 
Leader “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?” We give thanks 

for the beauty of our world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Discovery Team 
Leader "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people." Inspire us to listen to one 

another as we share our hopes and values for our future. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leadership                                  
Leader    “For it has been reported that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and 

sisters. Has Christ been divided?” May the light of Christ, draw us together in 
our diversity and support our leaders as they work to find the common good for 
all people. 

  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader  “The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?” Be our 

staff and our torch as we walk through the dark times of our lives.  
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Closing 
Leader    “You speak in my heart and say, ‘Seek my face.’ Your face, Lord, will I seek.” 

All May we become the light for others. 
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The Peace 
We continue with this act of community - sharing of God’s peace. 
 

Presider   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People     And also with you. 

 
The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, as given to us all that we need. 
In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 
 
  

K Diller  
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As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we stand as we sing together  

A Song to Offer  |  You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 
made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we 
rebelled against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity lifting our voices to you as we sing: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
© Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co. Translated by Josué Alvarez and Debi Tyree. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. 

 

(Repeat Verse 1) 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living 
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the 
cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 

 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them and said:  

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 
ourselves, a living sacrifice.  Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 
and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time 
bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 
at the banquet of the world. 
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People  and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name,        
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. 
The silence is broken with these words. 
 
Presider Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.  
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine.  
Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  

This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
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Music During Communion | I Want to Walk (9:30am) 

 
 

We are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Song after Communion  |  God of Day (9:30am) 
We stay seated and sing together. 
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GOING OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

 

The Presider and People stand and say together 

Our Common Prayer 
 
Eternal God, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us the strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers this blessing followed by a hymn that deserves the brightest and best of our voices.   
 

May the love of God uphold you; 
the light of Christ guide you; 
and the Holy Spirit fill you with joy, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Closing Song  |  Here I Am Lord (9:30am) 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
We may be seated for announcements. 
 

Announcements  
Please make only those announcements not printed in the bulletin. 
 

Dismissal 
We send ourselves forward and home with these words. 
Leader  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

 

People  Thanks be to God.   
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I do not at all understand  

the mystery of grace -  

only that it meets us  

where we are  

but does not leave us  

where it found us.  

 

~Anne Lamott 
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Here, root yourselves beside me. 
I am the Tree planted by the River, which will not be moved. 
I, the Rock, I the River, I the Tree 
I am yours—your Passages have been paid. 
Lift up your faces, you have a piercing need  
for this bright morning dawning for you. 
History, despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived,  
and if faced with courage, need not be lived again. 
Lift up your eyes upon the day breaking for you. 
Give birth again to the dream. 
Women, children, men, take it into the palms of your hands. 
Mold it into the shape of your most private need.  
Sculpt it into the image of your most public self. 
Lift up your hearts each new hour holds new chances 
for new beginnings. 
Do not be wedded forever to fear, yoked eternally 
to brutishness. The horizon leans forward,  
offering you space to place new steps of change. 
Here, on the pulse of this fine day you may have the courage 
to look up and out upon me, the Rock, the River, the Tree, your country. 
No less to Midas than the mendicant. 
No less to you now than the mastodon then. 
Here on the pulse of this new day you may have the grace to look up and out 
and into your sister's eyes, into your brother's face, your country 
and say simply 
very simply 
with hope 
Good Morning. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

– from On the Pulse of the Morning by Maya Angelou 
 


	We stay standing as we pray

