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WORDS FOR THE SEASON 
 

 

Grace and peace to you. Once you were darkness, but now in Christ you are light. 

Live as children of light—for the light shines in all that is good and right and true.  –Ephesians 5:8-9 
 

You don't need to seek the light. 

You are light, light of God's Word, light of Gods love,  

shining in your being. 

Meditate on this light, glowing from within.  

Trust this light, given, not made. 

Don't worry to shine the light; it already shines. 

Simply be mindful. 

Open the shutters of your heart, and let the divine light radiate. 

You are light. 
 

 

Grace Episcopal Church 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent  

March 26, 2017 | 8 and 9:30am 
Ministers  |  All of Us 

Preacher /Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 
Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Tribe  |  Deborah 
 



 The Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                           Page 2                         March 26, 2017 

 
Listen. Reflect. Discern. 
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 

Gathering Song  |  Come and Fill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 
Presider God does not see as mortals see.  
People  We look on the outward appearance, God looks on the heart.  
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Opening Hymn  |  Amazing Grace By John Newton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
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The Collect Written by Marty Steyer 

Give us the bread that nourishes us best.  
Offered with our hands and with Christ’s words blessed,   
its sacramental binding of human to divine   
gives life to our world—a meal of bread and wine. Amen.  

 
WE TELL THE STORY 

 
All are now seated for the first reading.  
 

First Reading  
1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 

The Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons." Samuel said, "How can 
I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the Lord said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 
`I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what 
you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you." Samuel did what the 
Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" He said, "Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed is now before 
the Lord." But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart."  
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the 
Lord chosen this one." Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the 
Lord chosen this one." Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 
Jesse, "The Lord has not chosen any of these." Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons  
here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And 
Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." He 
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The 
Lord said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the one." Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
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After the reading, the Reader will say 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 23 

We STAND and say the Psalm responsively 

 

The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not be in want. 

 

He makes me lie down in green pastures 
and leads me beside still waters. 

 

He revives my soul  
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;  
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;  
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 
All are now SEATED for the second reading.  

Second Reading 
Ephesians 5:8-14 

 
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the 
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing 
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore 
it says, "Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 

 
After the reading, the Reader will say 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Song |  Although the Lord Be High Above 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
John 9:1-12 

 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; 
he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world." When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man's eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). 
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" Some were saying, "It is 
he." Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." But they 
kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, 
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, `Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received 
my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."  
 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

The Homily 
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OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We STAND and say together these ancient and new words.  

 
We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People 
We stay standing as we pray 
 

Prepare 

Leader   Prepare us during this Lenten season to deepen our journey with Christ. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Humanity 
Leader   Prepare us to change loneliness and depression to self-giving and care for 

others. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

The Poor 
Leader   In this changing economic reality, Lord God, help us to respect and care for 

those who struggle economically. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Prayer Requests 

Leader   Loving God, give us what we need to nourish us. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Thankfulness 
Leader   What I’m looking for I already have. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
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Prayer of Confession 
Lord, you know who we are. 
You know everything we have done. 
We thirst for things that will never satisfy us. 
We commit ourselves to things that will never last. 
We worship things that will never bring salvation. 
 
Still, you offer us the gift of living water. 
Still, you offer us the gift of eternal life. 
Forgive us O, Lord, 
and give us this living water, 
so that we may never thirst again. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
In turn, around the circle we say for and with each other, 

 
You are forgiven, be at peace. 

 
This can be accompanied by any gesture of compassion and welcome. 
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We STAND as we sing together 

 Offertory Song  |  Christ Be Our Light 

 
The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 
In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Presider It is truly right, and good and joyful, 

to give you thanks, all-holy God,  
source of life and fountain of mercy. 

 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you 
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.Through your Spirit you replenish 
us  and call us to fullness of life.   
 

And so this day we join in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices 
to you as we sing: 
Sanctus by  Bernadette Farrell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 The Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                           Page 13                         March 26, 2017 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 
and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; 
we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 
and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 
and rejected your love. 
Yet you never ceased to care for us,  
and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them and said:  

 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus. 
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ's 
Body in the world.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in unity of the Holy Spirit to you be honor,  
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
  



 The Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                           Page 14                         March 26, 2017 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept.  

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.   
Then the Presider says   
  By eating this bread and drinking this wine we become one in hope. 
People  We receive these Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common  
meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all,  

and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
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Music During Communion  |  Carry the Weight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Denison Witmer 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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We stay SEATED and sing together.  

Song after Communion  | O Christ the Healer We Have Come 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the hymn we stand and say together 
 
Eternal God, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us the strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers this blessing.   
The blessing of God, who hears when you call; 
the grace of Christ, who reconciles you;  
the power of the Holy Spirit, who sustains you,  
remain with you in these Lenten days and for ever more.  
Amen. 
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Closing Song  |  Will Your House Be Blessed 
 
Let it go, let it go, let it go, go, go 
Let your sword of vengeance rest,  
do the blind lead the blind,  
don’t be cruel to be kind,  
only then will your house be blessed. 
 
Offer prayer, offer prayer,  
offer one small prayer to your uninvited guest, 
don’t deny him the right,  
make him welcome through the night,  
only then will your house be blessed. 
 
Turn your cheek, turn your cheek, turn your other cheek,  
may your mercy manifest,  
when the hawk and the dove fly in circles round your love,  
only then will your house be blessed. 
 

By John Spencer. 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
We send ourselves forward and home with these words 
Leader  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Thank you to Deborah Tribe 
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Tuesday Evenings in Lent we will gather in  
community then settle-in together for our  
Adult Faith Formation programs.  

6:30pm | Gathering in Community 
7:00pm | Learning, Listening, Conversation 
8:00pm | Closing Prayers 

Exploring Islamophobia | Tuesday, March 28  
Director of Neighbors in Faith Terry Kyllo presents the varied  
perceptions and reality of Muslim life in the US coffee/tea  
and light dessert served. 
 

Discovering Non-Violent Communication | Tuesday, April 4  
Donna Kramer, a trainer with the Center for Nonviolent Communication, presents 
an intro to NVC and interactive Empathy exercise for connecting to ourselves and 
others. This event is free to Grace members. Please let us know if you plan on 
attending. 

 
 

Today!  
Interfaith Music Festival here at Grace | 6pm. 

All are welcome. 
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