
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WORDS FOR THE SEASON 
  

  
The Journey 

By Mary Oliver 
 
 
  

 

Grace Episcopal Church 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent & Kids First  

 April 2, 2017 | 8 and 9:30am 
Ministers  |  All of Us 

Preacher/Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 
Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Tribe  |  Ruth 
 

Jesus and the Priests by Miles Moreno – Age 4 

It was already late  
enough, and a wild night, 
and the road full of fallen 
branches and stones. 
But little by little, 
as you left their voices behind, 
the stars began to burn 
through the sheets of clouds, 
and there was a new voice 
which you slowly 
recognized as your own, 
that kept you company 
as you strode deeper and deeper 
into the world, 
determined to do 
the only thing you could do-- 
determined to save 
the only life you could save. 
 

One day you finally knew 
what you had to do, and began, 
though the voices around you 
kept shouting 
their bad advice-- 
though the whole house 
began to tremble 
and you felt the old tug 
at your ankles. 
"Mend my life!" 
each voice cried. 
But you didn't stop. 
You knew what you had to do, 
though the wind pried 
with its stiff fingers 
at the very foundations, 
though their melancholy 
was terrible. 
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Listen. Reflect. Discern. 
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 

 
 
 

 
Gathering Song  | Let Us See the Beauty Every Day 
 

Let us see the beauty everyday,  
and source our lives from its presence. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Please STAND. 
 
Presider In quiet trust, in simple words, we enter a space for prayer. 
People The door to God’s heart is open, and we enter into grace and mercy. 
 
 
 

 

Reclaim Peace 

Ultimately we have just one moral duty:  

to reclaim large areas of peace in ourselves,  

more and more peace, and to reflect it toward others.  

The more peace there is in us, the more peace there will be  

in our troubled world. 
 

—- Etty Hillesum -  An Interrupted Life: the Journal of a Young Jewish Woman, 1941-43.
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Opening Hymn  |  Peace Before Us  

 
 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 

 
The Collect for This Day Written by Marty Steyer 
 

Our wills are unruly, likewise our affections. 
They run us ragged. We bridle at corrections. 
To stay the course, we need your constant love. 
Guides us with your peace—a peace we can be sure of. Amen.  
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

All are now SEATED for the first reading.  
 

First Reading  
Ezekial 37:1-14 The Message 

 
God grabbed me. God’s Spirit took me up and set me down in the middle of an open plain strewn with 
bones. He led me around and among them—a lot of bones! There were bones all over the plain—dry 
bones, bleached by the sun. He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Master God, 
only you know that.” He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones: ‘Dry bones, listen to the Message of 
God!’” 
God, the Master, told the dry bones, “Watch this: I’m bringing the breath of life to you and you’ll come 
to life. I’ll attach sinews to you, put meat on your bones, cover you with skin, and breathe life into you. 
You’ll come alive and you’ll realize that I am God!” 
I prophesied just as I’d been commanded. As I prophesied, there was a sound and, oh, rustling! The 
bones moved and came together, bone to bone. I kept watching. Sinews formed, then muscles on the 
bones, then skin stretched over them. But they had no breath in them. 
He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath. Prophesy, son of man. Tell the breath, ‘God, the Master, says, 
Come from the four winds. Come, breath. Breathe on these slain bodies. Breathe life!’” So I 
prophesied, just as he commanded me. The breath entered them and they came alive! They stood up 
on their feet, a huge army. 
 
Then God said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Listen to what they’re 
saying: ‘Our bones are dried up, our hope is gone, there’s nothing left of us.’ 
“Therefore, prophesy. Tell them, ‘God, the Master, says: I’ll dig up your graves and bring you out 
alive—O my people! Then I’ll take you straight to the land of Israel. When I dig up graves and bring you 
out as my people, you’ll realize that I am God. I’ll breathe my life into you and you’ll live. Then I’ll lead 
you straight back to your land and you’ll realize that I am God. I’ve said it and I’ll do it. God’s Decree.’” 

 
After the reading, the Reader will say 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 130 
We STAND and say the Psalm responsively 

 

Help, God—the bottom has fallen out of my life! 
Master, hear my cry for help! 

Listen hard! Open your ears! Listen to my cries for mercy. 
 

If you, God, kept records on wrongdoings, who would stand a chance? 
As it turns out, forgiveness is your habit,  

and that’s why you’re worshiped. 
 

I pray to God—my life a prayer— and wait for what he’ll say and do. 
My life’s on the line before God, my Lord, waiting and  

watching till morning, waiting and watching till morning. 
 

O Israel, wait and watch for God—with God’s arrival comes love, 
with God’s arrival comes generous redemption. 

No doubt about it—he’ll redeem Israel, buy back Israel from captivity to sin. 

 
All are now SEATED for the second reading.  
 

Second Reading 
Romans 8:6-11 

 
Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring their own moral muscle 
but never get around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust God’s action in them find that God’s 
Spirit is in them—living and breathing God! Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; 
attention to God leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life. Focusing on the self is the 
opposite of focusing on God. Anyone completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up thinking more 
about self than God. That person ignores who God is and what he is doing. And God isn’t pleased at 
being ignored. 
 

(Continued on Next Page) 
 
 



 The Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                           Page 6                         April 2, 2017 

But if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be thinking more of yourself than 
of him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but clearly present God, the Spirit of 
Christ, won’t know what we’re talking about. But for you who welcome him, in whom he dwells—even 
though you still experience all the limitations of sin—you yourself experience life on God’s terms. It 
stands to reason, doesn’t it, that if the alive-and-present God who raised Jesus from the dead moves 
into your life, he’ll do the same thing in you that he did in Jesus, bringing you alive to himself? When 
God lives and breathes in you (and he does, as surely as he did in Jesus), you are delivered from that 
dead life. With his Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive as Christ’s! 
 
After the reading, the Reader will say 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Gospel Song  |  Out of the Depths 
 
  



 The Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                           Page 7                        April 2, 2017 

The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
John 11:1-45 

 
A man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. This was the same Mary 
who massaged the Lord’s feet with aromatic oils and then wiped them with her hair. It was her brother 
Lazarus who was sick. So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Master, the one you love so very much is sick.” 
When Jesus got the message, he said, “This sickness is not fatal. It will become an occasion to show 
God’s glory by glorifying God’s son.” 
 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, but oddly, when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 
on where he was for two more days. After the two days, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to 
Judea.” They said, “Rabbi, you can’t do that. The Jews are out to kill you, and you’re going back?” 
 

Jesus replied, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in daylight doesn’t stumble 
because there’s plenty of light from the sun. Walking at night, he might very well stumble because he 
can’t see where he’s going.” He said these things, and then announced, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep. I’m going to wake him up.” 
The disciples said, “Master, if he’s gone to sleep, he’ll get a good rest and wake up feeling fine.” Jesus 
was talking about death, while his disciples thought he was talking about taking a nap. 
Then Jesus became explicit: “Lazarus died. And I am glad for your sakes that I wasn’t there. You’re 
about to be given new grounds for believing. Now let’s go to him.” That’s when Thomas, the one 
called the Twin, said to his companions, “Come along. We might as well die with him.” 
When Jesus finally got there, he found Lazarus already four days dead. Bethany was near Jerusalem, only 
a couple of miles away, and many of the Jews were visiting Martha and Mary, sympathizing with them 
over their brother. Martha heard Jesus was coming and went out to meet him. Mary remained in the 
house. 
 

Martha said, “Master, if you’d been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. Even now, I know that 
whatever you ask God he will give you.” Jesus said, “Your brother will be raised up.” Martha replied, “I 
know that he will be raised up in the resurrection at the end of time.” 
“You don’t have to wait for the End. I am, right now, Resurrection and Life. The one who believes in 
me, even though he or she dies, will live. And everyone who lives believing in me does not ultimately 
die at all. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Master. All along I have believed that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God who comes into the world.” After saying this, she went to her sister Mary and whispered in 
her ear, “The Teacher is here and is asking for you.” 
 

 (Continued on Next Page) 
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The moment she heard that, she jumped up and ran out to him. Jesus had not yet entered the town but 
was still at the place where Martha had met him. When her sympathizing Jewish friends saw Mary run 
off, they followed her, thinking she was on her way to the tomb to weep there. Mary came to where 
Jesus was waiting and fell at his feet, saying, “Master, if only you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” When Jesus saw her sobbing and the Jews with her sobbing, a deep anger welled up within 
him. He said, “Where did you put him?” “Master, come and see,” they said. Now Jesus wept. 
 

The Jews said, “Look how deeply he loved him.” Others among them said, “Well, if he loved him so 
much, why didn’t he do something to keep him from dying? After all, he opened the eyes of a blind 
man.” Then Jesus, the anger again welling up within him, arrived at the tomb. It was a simple cave in the 
hillside with a slab of stone laid against it. Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” The sister of the dead man, 
Martha, said, “Master, by this time there’s a stench. He’s been dead four days!” Jesus looked her in the 
eye. “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 
Then to the others, “Go ahead, take away the stone.” They removed the stone. Jesus raised his eyes to 
heaven and prayed, “Father, I’m grateful that you have listened to me. I know you always do listen, but 
on account of this crowd standing here I’ve spoken so that they might believe that you sent me.”  
Then he shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And he came out, a cadaver, wrapped from head to toe, and 
with a kerchief over his face. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him loose.” 
That was a turnaround for many of the Jews who were with Mary. They saw what Jesus did, and believed 
in him. But some went back to the Pharisees and told on Jesus. The high priests and Pharisees called a 
meeting of the Jewish ruling body. “What do we do now?” they asked. “This man keeps on doing  
things, creating God-signs. If we let him go on, pretty soon everyone will be believing in him and the 
Romans will come and remove what little power and privilege we still have.” 
 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

At the 9:30am service, the children are invited to come to the center of the sanctuary for a brief  
conversation with Joan. Afterwards they will be dismissed to the classrooms and will return for communion. 

 

The Homily 
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OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We STAND and say together these ancient and new words.  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People 
We stay STANDING as we pray 
 

Prepare Us 

Leader Help prepare us during this Lenten season to be led by the Spirit of  Christ. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Guard Us 
Leader Guard ourselves from negative judgments and lead us through curiosity into 

more compassion with those who disagree with us. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Give Us Love 
Leader   Give us the love to open our minds, hearts and treasures to those people who 

are in need and to Your natural world.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Pray for Us 

Leader     Listen hard! Open your ears!  Listen to my cries for mercy. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

We Thank You 

Leader   What I’m looking for I already have. 
    

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

 
We remain STANDING and pray together. 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God, you have made known to us the ways of life. 
Yet, too often we put other things above you and  
turn away from your ways to those of the world. 
Forgive us and guide us back into your presence,  
that we may know the fullness of joy. Amen. 
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The Peace 
The Presider then says  
  Now you are forgiven, be at peace. 
The People respond You are forgiven, be at peace. 
 
In turn, around the circle we offer this greeting of peace.  
This can be accompanied by any gesture of compassion and welcome. 

 
We STAND as we sing together 

Offertory Song  | Come and Find the Quiet Center 
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The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 
In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 

 Now seeing how greatly God loves us, let’s share freely of the good things we’ve received. You are invited to offer your gifts 
of money for the work of the church. If this is your first time here, you can wait. Instead, notice your blessings and make a 
thanksgiving gift when you return. 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Presider It is truly right, and good and joyful, 

to give you thanks, all-holy God,  
source of life and fountain of mercy. 

 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love;  
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.Through your Spirit you 
replenish us  and call us to fullness of life.   
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And so this day we join in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our  
voices to you as we sing: 
Sanctus by  Bernadette Farrell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 
and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; 
we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 
and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 
and rejected your love. 
Yet you never ceased to care for us,  
and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you,  
gave it to them and said:  

 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of Jesus. 
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ's 
Body in the world.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in unity of the Holy Spirit to you be honor,  
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray 
People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. Then the Presider says 
  By eating this bread and drinking this wine we become one in hope. 
People  We receive these Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common  
meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, 

doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
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Music During Communion  |  O Holy Spirit Root of Life 
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Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 
We stay SEATED and sing together.  

Hymn after Communion  | Now the Green Glade Riseth 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the hymn we STAND and say together 
 
Eternal God, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us the strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers this blessing.   
 

The blessing of God, who hears when you call; 
the grace of Christ, who reconciles you;  
the power of the Holy Spirit, who sustains you,  
remain with you in these Lenten days and for ever more.  
Amen. 

 
 

O, solitude of longing 
where love has been confined 
Come healing of the body 
Come healing of the mind. 

 
 

~Coming Home by Leonard Cohen 

 
  



 The Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                           Page 19                         April 2, 2017 

Closing Song  |  Them Bones  
We remain STANDING and sing together. 

 

Them bones, them bones, them dry bones 
Them bones, them bones, them dry bones 
Them bones, them bones, them dry bones 
Now hear the word of the Lord! 
 

The toe bone connected to the… foot bone, 
The foot bone connected to the… ankle bone, 
The ankle bone connected to the… leg bone, 
The leg bone connected to the… knee bone, 
The knee bone connected to the… thigh bone, 
The thigh bone connected to the… hip bone, 
The hip bone connected to the… back bone, 
The back bone connected to the… shoulder bone, 
The shoulder bone connected to the… neck bone, 
The neck bone connected to the… head bone, 
Now hear the word of the Lord! 
 

Them bones, them bones gonna walk around, 
Them bones, them bones gonna walk around, 
Them bones, them bones gonna walk around, 
Now hear the word of the Lord! 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
We send ourselves forward and home with these words 
Leader  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

  Thank you to Ruth Tribe   
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The last week for our Tuesday Evenings in Lent. 
We gather in community then settle-in together for  
our Adult Faith Formation program. We gather at  
6:30pm and listen and learn at 7pm.  
 

Discovering Non-Violent Communication | Tuesday, April 4  
Donna Kramer, a trainer with the Center for Nonviolent Communication, presents an intro to NVC and interactive 
Empathy exercise for connecting to ourselves and others. This event is free to Grace members. Please let us know if 
you plan on attending. 
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