
Grace Episcopal Church 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 21, 2017   

Ministers | All of Us 

Priest in Charge | Joan Anthony 

Preacher | Dick Middleton 

Music & Arts | Ann Strickland 

Tribe | Deborah 

 
We remain SEATED. A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 

Gathering Song | Bless the Lord My Soul 
Stay SEATED and sing together 
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Psalm 66 

by Barry Werth 
 

The Isley Brothers said it best, I think. 

 

They said they want You to know, 

They want You to know right now, 

That You’ve been good to us, 

Better than we’ve been to ourselves. 

 

And that if You ever leave us 

We don’t want nobody else. 

 

But then You go and test us, 

And bring enslavement. 

And holocausts. Why? 

If You’re so great how can You be so terrible? 

 

The answer is, But You don’t turn us away, afterwards. 

You hear our pleas 

And listen to our praises, 

And don’t refuse us the kindness we seek. 

you put fear in our enemies and 

Deliver us from narrow places. 

Weeeeeeeellllllll! 

You know You make me want to shout 

Kick my heels up and shout 

Throw my hands up and shout 

Throw my hands back and shout 

Don’t forget to say You will 

Don’t forget to say yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah 

(Say You will) 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

A Call to Worship 
After the gathering song, the Presider invites us to stand and says 
 

Presider O God, Giver of Life, Bearer of Pain, Maker of Love, 

People  you accept in us what we find difficult to acknowledge; 

you hold in your memory what we have tried to forget; 

you show us the glory we dream of and imagine. 
 

Presider Reconcile us to all we have rejected in ourselves, that we may live lives of 

resurrection, wholeness and hope. 

People  Through Jesus Christ, our lover and our friend. Amen. 

  
  

LET GO 
 

If there is something that is old, 

encumbering you –  

a memory, a resentment, a habit,  

a relationship, a belief –  

even something that used to be alive,  

used to be manageable,  

used to give you meaning, or identity, or security,  

and it is no longer a living reality  

but suffocating you,  

maybe poisoning you or scarring you,  

let it go. 

Let it go, let it burn, give it up. 

 

 

—Brother Curtis Almquist  |  Society of Saint John The Evangelist 
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We stay STANDING and sing together 

Opening Hymn  |  Morning Has Broken 
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The Collect 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, in whom we live and move and have our being, help us to choose life in you, 

that we may keep the commands of Jesus, follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and 

witness to the hope that is within us, sharing Christ’s love in the world. Amen. 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
 
We sit for the reading. 
 

The First Reading 
Acts 17:16-33 

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of 

idols. So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and also in the marketplace 

every day with those who happened to be there. Also some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated 

with him. Some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer 

of foreign divinities.” (This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the 

resurrection.) So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, “May we know what 

this new teaching is that you are presenting? It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know 

what it means.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend their time in nothing 

but telling or hearing something new. 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in 

every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found 

among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.  

From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 

existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God 

and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him 

we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his 

offspring.’ (Continued on next page) 
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Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 

image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he 

will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some 

scoffed; but others said, “We will hear you again about this.” At that point Paul left them. 

 

Psalm 66:7-18 
We STAND for the Psalm. 

 

Bless our God, you peoples; make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

Who holds our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip. 

For you, O God, have proved us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

You brought us into the snare;  

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

You let enemies ride over our heads;  

we went through fire and water;  

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

  I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, which I 

promised with my lips and  

spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams;  

I will give you oxen and goats. 

Come and listen, all you who fear God,  

and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

I called out to him with my mouth, and his praise was on my tongue. 

 If I had found evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; 

 But in truth God has heard me; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,  

nor withheld his love from me. 
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Our Gospel Hymn  |  Deep Within 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel 
John 14:15-21 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be  

in you. 

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 

you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 

you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 

those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”  

After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Homily 
We may be SEATED for the homily 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We STAND and say together these words. 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray. 
 

Gathering 
Leader “I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 

will see me; because I live, you also will live." 

 

Gratitude 
Leader   “I called out to him with my mouth, and his praise was on my tongue.”  

God of everything, we thank you for bringing us together during this Easter 

season.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All   Help us to know when you are near. 
 

Justice 
Leader “But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed.”  

Empower us to speak up as witnesses of injustice and wrong. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All             Help us to know when you are near. 
 

Care of our Environment 
Leader  “God made the world and everything in it; he is Lord of heaven and earth.”  

Give us wisdom and reverence as we use, and not abuse, the resources of 

nature. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All  Help us to know when you are near. 

  



Sixth Sunday of Easter           Page 11  May 21, 2017 
 

Grace in the Future 
Leader    “Bless our God, who holds our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip.” 

Guide the Search Committee to discover the rector who will nurture our 

spiritual house. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All    Help us to know when you are near. 

 

Prayer Requests 
Leader    “Indeed he is not far from each one of us.”  Christ, help us to feel your 

presence as we go through challenging times.  
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All  Help us to know when you are near. 
 

Closing 
Leader    "Those who keep my commandments are those who love me; and those who 

love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 

them.”  

 

 

 

The Peace 
We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community—the sharing of God’s Peace. 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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Did he give us the gift of love 

To say who we could choose? 

 

When God made me. 

When God made me. 

 

Did he give me the gift of voice 

So some could silence me? 

Did he give me the gift of vision 

Not knowing what I might see? 

Did he give me the gift of compassion 

To help my fellow man? 

 

When God made me. 

When God made me. 

 

When God made me. 

When God made me. 
 

Please be SEATED. 

Offertory  Song | When God Made Me 

by Neil Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please STAND. 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 

 

  

Was he thinking about my country 

Or the color of my skin? 

Was he thinking about my religion, 

And the way I worshipped him? 

Did he create just me in his image 

Or every living thing? 

 

When God made me. 

When God made me. 

 

Was he planning only for believers 

Or for those who just had faith? 

Did he envision all the wars 

That were fought in his name? 

Did he say there was only one way 

To be close to him? 

 

When God made me. 

When God made me. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love,  
and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome. At 
Grace the Eucharist is done in a relaxed manner, please move to the circle for taking of the sacrament as you feel led. 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord our God. 

Presider It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and places, our true and loving God; through 

Jesus Christ your eternal Word, by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of 

the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all 

creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of 

Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; and so as the morning stars sing 

your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy singing: 
 

Sanctus by Ann Strickland 
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Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a 

people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them 

to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to 

proclaim the coming of your holy rule and give himself for us. Through Jesus Christ you have 

freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the 

glory you intend for us. 
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 
 

“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
 

“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the cup of the new Covenant, poured out for you and for 

all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 

ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth 

has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:  
 

Presider and People 

Dying you destroyed our death. Rising you restored our life.  

Christ Jesus, come in glory! 

 
Presider continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us  

the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with our Spirit’s power, may be a 

people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and 

in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we 

worship you in voices of unending praise. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
ALL 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  
This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 
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Music During Communion  |  Deep in Our Hearts 
We STAND and sing. 
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Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

Song After Communion  |  Shine Your Light on Me 
We sing together. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the silence, we STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers the blessing of Easter. 
 

May the blessing of God who creates, redeems and sustains, 

keep you steadfast in faith, buoyant in hope, and abounding in love.  

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  |  Do the Right Thing 
Music & Lyrics by Tim Perry 
 

Do the right thing, do the right thing 

Do it all the time, do it all the time 

Make yourself right, never mind them 

Don’t you know you’re not the only one suffering 
Repeat Chorus 

 

I see you up again wandering so diligent 

Crossing your t's as though it weren't irrelevant  

They say formality, this is what they really meant: 

They can be the walk, we can be the pavement 
(Chorus) 
 

So what you're up against, all the disingenuous 

They wave you along and say there's always room for us 

But we know better than that to take 'em serious 

Still don't let 'em make you bitter in the process 
 

And when the light is up, this is how oughta be (do the right thing) 

We'll make it alright, they'll come around eventually (do it all the time) 

They say it's nothing but that ain't the reality (do it all the time) 

They may take us on but they can never take us easy 
 

Do the right thing, do the right thing (do the right thing) 

Do it all the time, do it all the time (do it all the time) 

Make yourself right, never mind them (do it all the time) 

Don't you know you're not the only one suffering 

(I hear a higher calling) 

Do the right thing, do the right thing (do the right thing) 

(Better here than there I guess) 

Do it all the time, do it all the time (do it all the time) 

(So long) 

Make yourself right, never mind them (do it all the time) 

(So long) 

Don’t you know you're not the only one suffering 
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Other people used to be what 

I'd depend upon to bring me happiness. 

If they didn't reach out to me, I was forlorn. 

If I couldn't get their attention, or 

think I had impressed or amused them, 

I would feel sad and unappreciated. 

Now, I've discovered others aren't responsible  

for my feelings or my moods or my emotions.  

Now I know that when I forget myself, 

when I no longer use others as mirrors, 

There is a chance, just a little chance,  

I may find happiness within. JMP 

Our Birthday and Anniversary Song  
God Grant Them Many Years! 
 

Dismissal  
Presider   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Thank you to today’s tribe ~  Deborah 

 

 

From Gleanings  
by Jim Phinney 

 

  
Me and God again 

together to meditate 

in silence and awe. JMP 

Certain aged women 

in blue jeans and tennis shoes 

hold the chalices. JMP 

 

 

God of the loving heart, we praise your name.  

Dance through our lives and loves; anoint with Spirit flame. 

Your light illumines each familiar face. 

Here in this community, meet us with your grace.  — Ruth Duck
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