
Grace Episcopal Church 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 28, 2017   

Ministers | All of Us 

Priest in Charge | Joan Anthony 

Preacher |William “Father Mac” McIlmoyl 

Music & Arts | Ann Strickland 

Tribe | Rachel 

 
We remain SEATED. A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 

Gathering Song | Deep Peace 
Stay SEATED and sing together 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Music by Christine Smellow; lyrics are a Traditional Irish Blessing. 
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Psalm 47 

 

People rally in large groups  

 

to make themselves heard. 

 

Let’s all come together! 

 

Every man, woman and child. 

 

People of every race, color,  

 

religious background and sexual preference. 

 

Let’s make ourselves heard as we celebrate our higher power! 

 

Let’s rejoice in the fact that we can worship “our God”  

 

in any way we choose and  

 

give thanks for all the good He or She brings to us. 

by Jennifer Leary 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

A Call to Worship 
After the gathering song, the Presider invites us to stand and says 
 

Presider O God, Giver of Life, Bearer of Pain, Maker of Love, 

People  you accept in us what we find difficult to acknowledge; 

you hold in your memory what we have tried to forget; 

you show us the glory we dream of and imagine. 
 

Presider Reconcile us to all we have rejected in ourselves, that we may live lives of 

resurrection, wholeness and hope. 

People  Through Jesus Christ, our lover and our friend. Amen. 

  
   

Wild, Wild 
 

This is what love is: 

The dry rose bush the gardener, in his pruning, missed 

suddenly bursts into bloom. 

A madness of delight; an obsession.  

A holy gift, certainly. 

But often, alas, improbable. 

 

Why couldn’t Romeo have settled for someone else? 

Why couldn’t Tristan and Isolde have refused the shining cup 

which would have left peaceful the whole kingdom? 

 

Wild sings the bird of the heart in the forests of our lives. 

 

Over and over Faust, standing in the garden, doesn’t know  

anything that’s going to happen, he only sees 

the face of Marguerite, which is irresistible.  

 

And wild, wild sings the bird. 
 

By Mary Oliver 
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We stay STANDING and sing together 

Opening Hymn  | Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

Redeeming God, you call us to be one with you, as you are one with Christ. As the perfect 

love of Jesus casts out fear and changes it to love, unite us with your Spirit of peace. Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 
We SIT for the reading. 
 

The First Reading 
Acts 1:6-14 

 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 

set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had 

said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 

said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 

journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 

Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves 

to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 
After the reading, the Reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 
We STAND for the Psalm. 

 

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee before him. 

  Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; as the wax melts at 

the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

  But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;  

let them also be merry and joyful. 

  Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; 

YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

Father of orphans, defender of widows, God in his holy habitation! 

  God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom;  

but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

  O God, when you went forth before your people,  

when you marched through the wilderness, 

  The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God,  

the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance;  

you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

  Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God,  

you have made provision for the poor. 

 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 

  He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens;  

he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

Ascribe power to God; his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 

 How wonderful is God in his holy places! the God of Israel giving strength and 

power to his people!  Blessed be God! 

  



Seventh Sunday of Easter                   Page 7  May 28, 2017 
 

The Second Reading 
I Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so 

that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast 

all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion 

your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your 

faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 

suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 

eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the 

power forever and ever. Amen.  

After the reading, the Reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Our Gospel Hymn  |  Be More Quiet Now 
By David Crowder 

 
  



Seventh Sunday of Easter                   Page 8  May 28, 2017 
 

The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel 
John 17:1-11 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 

glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 

given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 

you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, 

glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 

from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 

know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; 

I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 

yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer 

in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 

that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”  

After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Homily  

The Rev. William McIlmoyl 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 

Leader “Jesus said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 

glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal 

life to all whom you have given him." 

 

Gratitude 
Leader   “Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.” 

God of everything upright and upside-down, we thank you for bringing us 

together during this Easter season. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All            Thy will be done. 
 

Justice 
Leader “If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 

glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.”  

Empower us to speak as witnesses of injustice and wrong. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All            Thy will be done. 
 

Care of our Environment 
Leader     “You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; you refreshed the 

land when it was weary.”  

Give us wisdom and reverence as we use, and not abuse, the resources of 

nature. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All            Thy will be done. 
 

 



Seventh Sunday of Easter                   Page 11  May 28, 2017 
 

Grace in the Future 
Leader    "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority.”  

Guide the Call Committee as they begin the work of calling our next rector. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All            Thy will be done. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “How wonderful is God in his holy places! the God of Israel giving strength  

and power to his people!”   

Christ, help us to feel your presence as we go through challenging times.  
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Loving Christ, 

All            Thy will be done. 
 

Closing 
Leader    "And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent.” 
  

 

 

The Peace 
We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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Please be SEATED. 

Offertory  Song | Come and Find the Quiet Centre 

 
 

Words: Shirley Erena Murray, alt. 1989. Music: attrib. Benjamin Franklin White 1844, harm. Robert A. Nelson 1978 
Words © 1992 Hope Publishing Company. Harmony © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress. 
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Please STAND. 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love,  
and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome. At 
Grace the Eucharist is done in a relaxed manner, please move to the circle for taking of the sacrament as you feel led. 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord our God. 

Presider It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and places, our true and loving God; through 

Jesus Christ your eternal Word, by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of 

the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all 

creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of 

Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; and so as the morning stars sing 

your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy singing: 
 

Sanctus  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
by Ann Strickland 

 

  



Seventh Sunday of Easter                   Page 14  May 28, 2017 
 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a 

people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them 

to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to 

proclaim the coming of your holy rule and give himself for us. Through Jesus Christ you have 

freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the 

glory you intend for us. 
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 
 

“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
 

“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the cup of the new Covenant, poured out for you and for 

all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 

ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth 

has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ. 
 

Presider continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us  

the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with our Spirit’s power, may be a 

people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and 

in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we 

worship you in voices of unending praise. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
ALL 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  

The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  
This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 
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Instrumental Music During Communion 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

Song After Communion  |  At Blackwater Pond 
We sing together 
 

At Blackwater Pond 

the tossed waters have settled  

after a night of rain 

a night of rain 

I dip my cupped hands,  

I dip my cupped hands. 

I drink a long time, a long time 

It tastes like stone 

it tastes like leaves 

it tastes like fire 

It falls cold  

into my body 

waking the bones  

I feel them deep inside me  

whispering  

what is that beautiful thing 

that just happened? 
 

Music by Ann Strickland; words by Mary Oliver. 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the silence, we STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

May the blessing of God who creates, redeems and sustains, 

keep you steadfast in faith, buoyant in hope, and abounding in love.  

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  |  Go in Peace 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
By Sam Baker 

  

meet the   day                 the  day be - fore     us.         We give thanks.  

day  .  
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Our Birthday and Anniversary Song  
God Grant Them Many Years! 
 

Dismissal  
Presider   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to today’s tribe ~  Rachel 

 
  

Songs of the Soul 

 

The blessings of heaven, 

the blessings of earth, 

the blessings of sea and of sky. 

On those we love this day 

and on every human family 

the gifts of heaven,  

the gifts of earth,  

the gifts of sea and of sky.  

 
 

From Celtic Treasure by J. Philip Newell 
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