
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 

The Epiphany 
 

January 8, 2017  |  8:00am & 9:30am 
Ministers  |  All of Us 

Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 
Guest Preacher  |  Tom Ringo 
Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Today’s Tribe  |  Esther 
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The Epiphany Story 
 

We really don’t know much. 
Wise men? Magi? 
Astrologers? Physicians? 
 

We don’t even know  
how many. 
We typically say three,  
because of the gifts. 
Or perhaps seven. 
Seven has always been  
a magic number. 
Maybe a troop,  
with wives and children 
along for the desert trip. 
 

We don’t know where  
they came from. 
How far east?  
India or China? 
Dubai? Azerbaijan? 
There are lots of places  
east of Israel. 
 

     
 
 
 

We do know a few things. 
They had a system 
of celestial navigation. 
They came to worship. 
They spotted Herod’s duplicity. 
It’s a compelling story. 
It makes for a fine carol. 
 
What matters is that we get 
the point of the story.  
Simple and important:     
The definition of God’s people      
was suddenly enlarged.      
The people of God      
turned into an extended family      
that included unlikely folk. 
 
Us. 
 
 

From Still Paying Attention By Bill Maxwell 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
  

We remain seated. A Bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 

 
Gathering Song  |  O My Soul in Beauty (9:30am) 
By Ann Strickland 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Call to Worship 
When all is ready, the service begins with these words. Please stand. 
 

Presider We enter into worship this day 
People    In the name of the God who creates life. 
  In the name of the Savior who loves life. 

In the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



The Epiphany                                                                         Page 4                               January 8, 2017
                                                  

We stay standing and sing together 

Opening Song  |  We Three Kings 
 
 
 
 
 



The Epiphany                                                                         Page 5                               January 8, 2017
                                                  

COLLECT FOR EPIPHANY 
 

We stay standing and affirm our intention to be here. 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Presider Loving God, by the leading of a star you make known your Son, Jesus, to the 
people of the earth. Shine within us that all people may know light, truth, and 
peace. Amen. 

 

 
 

WE TELL THE STORY 
 

All are now seated for the first Reading.  
 

First Reading  
Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 72  (1-7, 10-14) 
We stand and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

Give the King your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the King's son; 
That he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice. 

   
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  

and the little hills bring righteousness. 
   

He shall defend the needy among the people;  
    he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

   
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 

  He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,  
like showers that water the earth. 

   
In his time shall the righteous flourish; 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
   

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,  
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

   
All kings shall bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 

  For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,  
and the oppressed who has no helper. 

   
He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

  He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,  
    and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
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All are now seated for the second Reading.  
 

Second Reading (9:30am) 
Ephesians 3:1-12 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
   
We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song  |  O Wise Women, O Wise Men 
 

O Wise women, O wise men, hold us close to you again 
Bring us joy and bring us peace, songs of freedom and release 
  
Be’for us signs of God’s own pleasure 
Be’for us signs of love’s own end 
O wise women, o wise men, come be with us once again 
  
In our trials stand around us, like the trees that shade our day 
Courage give us for the struggles, we encounter on our way 
  
Be’for us signs of God’s own pleasure 
Be’for us signs of love’s own end 
O wise women, o wise men, come be with us once again 
 

Tune: Nettelton  Text: Mark Harris 
 
The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 
Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 
Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We say together these words. 
 

We believe in God above us, 
 maker and sustainer of all life, 
 of sun and moon, 
 of water and earth, 
 of male and female. 
We believe in God beside us, 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 
 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 
 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 
 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 
 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 
We believe in God within us, 
 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 
 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 
 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
We stay standing as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader  In the Epiphany season, we draw closer together. 
All May we welcome the ever growing light of Jesus.    
                       
Gratitude 
Leader   “Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice.” God of 

everything upright and upside-down, we thank you for bringing us together 
during this Epiphany season, to worship in your name. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Families 
Leader  “Arise shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 

you.” May we seek to live in harmony and peace with one another, young and 
old. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leadership                                  
Leader  “Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” 

Awaken in all who govern a thirst for justice, wisdom and peacefulness that 
embodies your care for the human community.  

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader  “We have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.” We 

offer prayers for those on our prayer list and all others who are suffering or have 
died.  

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Closing 
Leader  “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother and offered 

him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” 
All  In the dark mid-winter, may we become that light for others. 
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The Peace 
We continue with this act of community - sharing of God’s peace. 
 

Presider   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People     And also with you. 
 

 
The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 
For the sake of those in need, and for all that God calls us to do, let us gather our tithes and 
offerings. 
 
 
We stand as we sing together. 

A Song to Offer  |  Oh Light Divine 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Text: Scott Lawrence Tune: Traditional 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 
made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we 
rebelled against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity lifting our voices to you as we sing: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
© Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co. Translated by Josué Alvarez & Debi Tyree. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. 
  

 

(repeat 1st verse) 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living 
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the 
cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 

 

 “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them and said:  

 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 
ourselves, a living sacrifice.  Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 
and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time 
bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 
at the banquet of the world. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People  and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name,        
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. 
The silence is broken with these words. 
 
Presider Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.  
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine.  
Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  

This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
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Music During Communion | Long As I Can See the Light (9:30am) 
by John Fogerty additional lyrics by Ann Strickland  
 

Put a Candle in the window   
‘Cause I Feel I’ve got to move  
I am goin’ goin’ (I’ll be comin’ home soon)   
Long As I can see the light.   
 

Pack My Bags and let’s get moving   
Cause I’m bound to drift a while  
When I’m gone, gone,  
(you don’t have to worry no more)  
Long as I can see the light 
  

There’s a star up in the distance 
Shinin’ bright there in the sky 
No more doubtin’, doubtin’   
(don’t you worry no more)  
Long as I can see the light       
Long as I can see the light 
 
 
 

We are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Song after Communion  |  Give Peace to Every Heart (9:30am) 
We stay seated and sing together. 
 

Give peace to every heart. 
Give peace to every heart. 
Give peace. 
Give peace. 

 
GOING OUT INTO THE WORLD

 
 

Our Common Prayer 
The Presider and People say together 
 

Follow the star, 
seek Christ’s light 
Kneel before him, 
offering the treasure of your life; 
and share with others the  
treasure of Christ: light in the darkness. 
Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers this blessing followed by a hymn that deserves the brightest and best of our voices.   
 

May the love of God uphold you; 
the light of Christ guide you; 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
fill you with joy, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Closing Song  |  Thought I Saw the Light Shine (9:30am) 
by Alexi Murdoch 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Coming of Light 
 

Even this late it happens: The coming of love, the coming of light. 
You wake and the candles are lit as if by themselves, 
Stars gather, dreams pour into your pillows, 
Sending up warm bouquets of air. 
Even this late the bones of the body shine. 
 

From New Selected Poems by Mark Strand 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Please be seated. 
 

Announcements  
Please make only those announcements not printed in the bulletin 
 

Dismissal 
We are sent forward and home with these words 
Leader  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

 

People  Thanks be to God.   
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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A HOUSE BLESSING FOR EPIPHANY AND THE NEW YEAR 
 

The season of Epiphany is a time for house blessing, and has been so in parts of the church for some 1500 years.  It reminds 
us of the welcome to “home” that the three wise travelers received; it reminds us that home is where the heart of Christ is; 
it reminds us that we all seek a place of comfort and safety to call home, and we will travel across many miles and desserts 
and follow things as fleeting as a star in order to find even a barn to call home.  
 
So take some time today to bless your home, and use the chalk blessed on the altar this morning to mark the sign  
above your door: 

20 CMB 17 
CMB are the initials of the legendary names of the Magi: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. The initials also stand for 

Christe, Mansionem Benedica, which means Christ, bless this house. 

 
Leader Peace be to this house. 
All And all who live here. 
 

Leader Three Seekers came from distant homes and lands seeking only to honor the 
sign of God they had seen in the skies and felt in their hearts. They came with 
hopes and dreams and fear and wonder. They found all they could desire in the 
home of Mary and Joseph and Jesus. May our home be such a place for 
Strangers and Friends.  

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Leader Three Seekers came from distant homes and lands to honor God with the 

offering of their gifts. May this home be a place to both give the gifts we have 
and cherish the gifts of others. May it be a place to seek and find our own gifts. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader Let us pray.  
 Dear God, as we pass daily through this door give us reason to lift our heads and 

hearts and remember the gifts we have from you. Help us know that we are truly 
your lights in this world. Amen. 
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Music 
 
When I was a child 
I once sat sobbing on the floor 
Beside my mother’s piano 
As she played and sang 
For there was in her singing 
A shy yet solemn glory 
My smallness could not hold 
And when I was asked 
Why I was crying 
I had no words for it 
I only shook my head 
And went on crying 
Why is it that music 
At its most beautiful 
Opens a wound in us 
An ache a desolation 
Deep as a homesickness 
For some far-off 
And half-forgotten country 
I’ve never understood 
Why this is so 
But there’s an ancient legend 
From the other side of the world 
That gives away the secret 
Of this mysterious sorrow 
For centuries on centuries 
 

We have been wandering 
But we were made for Paradise 
As deer for the forest 
And when music comes to us 
With its heavenly beauty 
It brings us desolation 
For when we hear it 
We half remember 
That lost native country 
We dimly remember the fields 
Their fragrant windswept clover 
The birdsongs in the orchards 
The wild white violets in the moss 
By the transparent streams 
And shining at the heart of it 
Is the longed-for beauty 
Of the One who waits for us 
Who will always wait for us 
In those radiant meadows 
Yet also came to live with us 
And wanders where we wander. 
 
 
“Music” by Anne Porter from Living Things: Collected Poems.  
© Steerforth Press, 2006. 
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Schedule of Weekly Life @ Grace 
 

Eucharist | Sundays 8am  
Whether you’re trying to “squeeze church in” on a busy Sunday, or looking for a quiet, faithful 
community, you’ll find space and place here at 8am each Sunday morning. We use the same prayers 
and language that we use at the 9:30 service, and some short, simple music. The intention here is 
to keep the early service shorter and reflective, while at the same time making it a little more like 
the later one in order to create a greater sense of connection between the two. 
 

Eucharist | Sundays 9:30am  
This Eucharist service in enlivened by inclusive language, an inspiring mix of original and eclectic music 
combined with familiar, singable hymns, and prayers of Grace. After the service, meet your neighbors 
over coffee in Walker Hall. 
 

Children @ Grace |  Godly Play, Storytellers & Godly Journey  
Children are welcomed with smiles and open hearts into our nursery, classrooms and service. 
During the program year, Sunday morning programming begins at 9:30 with the Nursery for 
children ages 4 and younger, Godly Play for Pre-school-2nd grade, Storytellers for grades 3 & 4 and 
Godly Journey for grades 5 & 6. On First Sundays, children begin in the church with parents and are 
released to the classrooms after a children’s sermon. Every Sunday the children will return to you in 
time to take communion as a family.  For more information, please visit the Grace website or 
Contact Valerie Reinke | Children’s Ministry Coordinator | valerie@gracehere.org. 
 

Wednesday Mornings  
10am | Silent Meditation in the Sanctuary 30 minutes prior to Prayer Service  
10:30am | Prayer Service | A mid-morning Eucharist lifts your spirits and gives you food for 
thought. We gather around the altar, give thanks and break bread.  
11am | Bible Study | After the short service, we gather in Walker Hall for bible study and conversation. 
We use the lectionary readings for Sunday as our starting point, and we get the chance to hear the 
Preacher shape Sunday’s Sermon. 
 

Youth Programs     
On Thursday evenings, September through May | Our two groups gather for conversation, 
friendship and food. Rite 13 | Grades 6-8 | 5:30 – 7pm; Alive & Well | Grades 9-12 | 7:30 – 9pm. 
Everyone gathers for dinner from 7-7:30pm.  On the first Thursday of every month ONLY the Juniors & 
Seniors meet at Bainbridge Yoga House 8:30-10pm.  
Contact Julie Davis | YouthLeader@gracehere.org. 
 

Kid’s Sing September through May | 4:30pm  | Every Thursday (except 1st) Ages 4-11.  
Contact Ann Strickland | Annie@gracehere.org. 

   

Grace Church | 8595 NE Day Road | Bainbridge Island | WA 98110 |  206 842 9997  |   grace@gracehere.org  |  www.gracehere.org 
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