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We are seated. A bell rings. We listen. At the second bell we are invited to stand. 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
Presider  May the God of hope fill us with joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Opening Song| Hush, My Babe, Lie Still and Slumber 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
By  
 

 Isaac Watts, 1674-1748. A Kentucky Carol.  
 

GETTING READY 
 

The Collect 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
Christ, the One who was, and is, and is to come, welcomes us to this place. As one body, 
with one voice we honor and glorify the giver of wisdom, counsel, knowledge and joy. 
Amen. 
 

  

R           
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Advent Stillness 
We are seated 

We are invited and called to use these minutes  
of quiet in ways that provide a balancing point  

to the noise of this cultural season.  
The quiet will begin and end with a bell followed by a reading  
from the prophet Isaiah. Let the quiet work to create space.   

Hear your breath. Notice your mind. Feel your heart. 

 
WE TELL THE STORY 

 
 

 

Reading 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

 
We stand to sing 

Gospel Hymn | Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel 
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The Gospel is introduced by saying 
Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 
The Gospel 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 
 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily 
We may be seated for the homily. 
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Reflective Reading | Prepare 
We stay seated for the reading 

 

  

It may feel like 
the word is leveling you, 
emptying you 
as it asks you 
to give up 
what you have known. 
 
 
It is impolite 
and hardly tame, 
but when it falls 
 
upon your lips 
you will wonder 
at the sweetness, 
 
 
like honey 
that finds its way 
into the hunger 
you had not known 
was there. 
 

Strange how one word 
will so hollow you out. 
But this word has been in the 
wilderness 
for months. 
Years. 
 
This word is what remained  
after everything else 
was worn away 
by sand and stone. 
It is what withstood 
the glaring of sun by day, 
the weeping loneliness of 
the moon at night. 
 
Now it comes to you 
racing out of the wild, 
eyes blazing 
and waving its arms, 
its voice ragged with desert 
but piercing and loud 
as it speaks itself 
again and again: 
 
Prepare, prepare. 
 

 ~ Jan Richardson  | janrichardson.com 
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OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

We stand and say together these ancient and new words. During this Advent Season the words we use are spare,  
inviting our hearts and minds to imagine more. 

 
Presider  Let us stand and affirm our faith: 
 
Presider  We believe 
All:  In God above us. 
 (Quiet) 

Maker. 
Earth. 
Air. 
Sea. 
Star. 

Presider  We believe 
All:   In God beside us. 
 (Quiet) 

Word in Flesh. 
Womb. 
Woman. 
Man. 
Child. 
Loss. 
Return. 
Resurrection. 

Presider  We believe 
All:    In God within us. 
 (Quiet) 

Holy. 
Spirit. 
Breath. 
Source. 
For Ever. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We stay standing as we pray 
 

Leader  May the spirit of the Lord rest on me.  
 

Silent time for prayers 
 

Leader   Help us not to judge.  
 

Silent time for prayers 
 
 

Leader   Grant that we may live in harmony with one another. 
 

Silent time for prayers 
 

Leader    Let mountains bear peace, hills bring forth justice. 
 

Silent time for prayers 
 

Leader    May the God of hope fill us with joy and peace in believing. 
We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and all others who are  
suffering or have died. 

Silent time for prayers 

 
OUR CONFESSION 

 

Prayer of Reflection 
 

Presider Together, let us now confess who we are:  
O Trinity of Love: look now on us who look to you. 

All  And hear this prayer for our life together. 
Presider Where there is falseness 
All  Give us your truth. 
Presider Where there is any coldness 
All  Kindle the Flame of your love. 
Presider Where there is joy and hope 
All  Free us to share it together. 
Presider And make us one. 
All  As you are one. Amen. 
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We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community— 
the sharing of God’s Peace. 
 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  And also with you. 
 
The Offertory 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money and time for the work of the Church.   

 
THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love,  
and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and faithful, holy and strong.  
You have filled us, and all of creation, with your blessing. You give us life.  
 

With all created things, we raise our voices to proclaim your glory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Scott Lawrence 
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Gracious God, you form us in your own image and call us to dwell in your love. You give the 
world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and live with one another in 
grace. Yet, we don’t do this well. We violate your creation. We stumble in darkness. We 
are troubled by conflict. We are burdened by hurt.   
 

All We long for wholeness, and we desire peace. 
 
Even though we have lost our way, you pursue us and find us. You are God with us and for 
us. You come to us in Jesus.   
 

On the night before he died, Jesus was with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks, broke it 
and gave it to them saying: 
 

“Take eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
As the supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks, gave it to them 
and said:  

 

“Drink this, all of you:  This is the cup of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Faithful God, as we present to you these gifts – this bread, this wine – and as we come 
forward and present ourselves, prepare us for the incarnation of Christ. Come to us.   
Be with us. Help us know your goodness. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts of bread and 
wine.   
 

All  And pour out your Spirit upon us, that we may love one another,  
            work for the healing of the earth, and embody your tender mercy. 

 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People  and Presider 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name,        

 thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. 
The silence is broken with these words. 
 

Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All  Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 
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All are invited to receive the bread and the wine.  
Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  

This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 

Music Is Offered During Communion         
 

We are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 
Our Prayer After Communion 
After all have received the bread and wine we say this responsive prayer which asks for all our voices. 
 

Presider For bread and wine, this place and this time, 
All   We give thanks. 
Presider For stories of love and longing and the hope which does not leave us, 
All    We give thanks. 

 Presider For the journey ahead and what we don’t yet know; for your presence, and your 
challenge, and the joy we can’t yet imagine, 

All    We offer ourselves. Thanks be to God. 
 
The Blessing 
The Presider offers this blessing. 

 Presider God's blessing be with us, 
   Christ's peace be with us, 
   the Spirit's outpouring be with us, 
   now and always.  Amen. 
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GOING OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

Dismissal  
Presider As we await our coming Christ, go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God! 
 

 
Poetry for the Season   |  Waiting 
Read. Feel. Inspire.          
 

In this time of reflection….. 
for putting earthly dreams quietly aside… 
for waiting… 
 

I watch leaves drift gently from the sky… 
brilliant smudges  

against the darkening clouds… 
slowly settling in layers of oranges, yellows… 
as if waiting for the snow. 

 

I, too, wait…breath-holding… 
thinking of the bursts of color in our lives… 

holding close the happiness of running children… 
waiting for the coming birth… 
waiting for the magi’s star… 

feeling warm as winter’s chill descends… 
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