
WELCOME TO GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Feast of the Resurrection 

 

April 16, 2017 

Ministers | All of Us 

Priest in Charge | Joan Anthony 

Music & Arts | Ann Strickland 

Easter Choir | Darden Burns 

 

GETTING READY 

 
This is a day of remarkable surprise. It wasn’t supposed to happen like this. On that first Easter morning, 

what they expected was sadness and grief—what they found was more than they could pretend to understand. 
What are we expecting today?  

 
 

 
Prelude Music  
As we gather we are invited to sit; waiting, listening.   
 
 

God Send Easter 

and we will lace the 

jungle on 

and step out 

brilliant as birds 

against the concrete country 

feathers waving as we 

dance toward Jesus 

sun reflecting mango 

and apple as we 

glory in our skin. 

—Lucille Clifton 
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PROCLAIMING THE NEWS 
We are invited to STAND as the Paschal Candle–The Christ Light–is carried into our presence.  

We respond following the lead of the Cantor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

At the second and third pause, the Versicle and Response is sung successively a step higher.  
 
 

The Presider then proclaims the Resurrection 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! The Lord is risen.  

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 

spring song  

 

the green of Jesus 

is breaking the ground 

and the sweet 

smell of delicious Jesus 

is opening the house and 

the dance of Jesus music 

has hold of the air and 

the world is turning 

in the body of Jesus and 

the future is possible 

—Lucille Clifton 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: The Light of Christ    People: Thanks be to God 
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Easter Hymn | Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
 

Once the Light of Christ is returned to our midst, and we hear testimony to the Resurrection,  
we joyfully sing, and as we sing, all children are invited to bring flowers for our cross. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words: Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, stanza 4 Charles Wesley. Music: Easter Hymn, from Lyra Davidica. 
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The Presider then says   

The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Let us pray.  
 

God of infinite joy, like the women who came to the tomb and found it empty, set our feet 

upon a resurrection path. Let us go forth singing, in the sure knowledge that we are risen with 

you, and in hope and faith that you are with us forever. Amen. 
Easter collect written by Linda Fullerton. 

 
 

NOW WE TELL THE STORY 
Here we listen for stories both old and new. 

 

The Readings 
The people SIT. The first reading is introduced.  

Reader  A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah.  

 

Jeremiah 31:1-6 

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my 

people. Thus says the Lord: The people who survived the sword found grace in the  

wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him from far away.  

I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall take your 

tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards 

on the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall 

be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, 

to the Lord our God.” 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All   Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 118 | A Paraphrase 
We STAND and say the psalm responsively. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, Mother of our Souls, I thank you. 

You who awaken the world each morning. 

You who brings us out of our nightmares and our lonely nights. 

All praise and thanksgiving. 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, Mother of my Soul. Fill me with your light. 

Let me live in your fullness. Let me rest in your arms. 
 

For You God are all Good. Father and Mother to my soul. My lover and my friend. 

You God are all I hope for. Thank you, my God. You are all I need. 
 

— From Psalms in Ordinary Voices 
 

Gospel Song | Rise 
Words and Music by Eddie Vedder, additional lyrics by Scott Lawrence  
After the Psalm we remain STANDING for the Gospel song. 
 

Such is the way of the world, can never know. 

Just where to put all your faith, and how will it grow.  

Gonna rise up, burning black holes in dark memories.  

Gonna rise up, turning mistakes into gold.  

 

Such is the passage of time, too fast to fold.  

Suddenly swallowed by signs, lo and behold.  

Gonna rise up and find my direction magnetically.  

Gonna rise up and throw down my ace in the hole.  

 

Such are the stories we bring, telling the toll.  

Laughter and tears fill the sky, echo below.  

Gonna rise up and stand in the light that I cannot see.  

Gonna rise up and live all the stories I know.  
 

Such are the songs that we sing, fears to unfold.  

Music, like water, wells up, unbending our soul.  

Gonna rise up and fly from the tomb that’s been holding me.  

Gonna rise up and sing myself a new home.  
The people sit. 
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The Good News of Jesus as told by Elizabeth Shepherd. 

 

(John 20:1-18) 

 
 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 

An Affirmation of Faith and Renewal of Promise  
 

Presider I invite us now to stand and renew the promise of the faith we share—a faith of 

hope, resurrection, commitment and grace. 
  

 Do you believe in God? 
 

People We believe in God, creator of heaven and earth. 

 maker and sustainer 

 of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 
 

Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 

People We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the word made flesh. 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 
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Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

People We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 Life-giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. 
 

Presider Will you continue in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

 

People We will, with God’s help. 

 

Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fail, repent and return to 

the Lord? 

 
People We will, with God’s help. 

 
Presider Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

  
People  We will, with God’s help. 

 
Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

 

People  We will, with God’s help. 

 

Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being? 

 
People  We will, with God’s help. 
 

Presider Receive this water as a sign of the new life of grace. 
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OUR RESPONSE THROUGH PRAYER 
 

Presider Let us pray. 

 Faithful God, by water and Spirit you have bestowed on us the love of 

forgiveness, and you have raised us, with Jesus, to the new life of Grace. Sustain 

us, O Lord. Give us compassionate and discerning hearts, the courage to will 

and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder 

in all your works.  
 

People  Amen! 

 

 

Prayers of the People of Grace 
We stay STANDING to offer our prayers aloud and in our hearts. 
 

Gathering 

Leader "Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed.”  

Thankfulness 

Leader “Again you shall take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the 

merrymakers.” We give thanks for Jesus’ resurrection and Christ in our lives. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader  Loving Christ, 

All      Roll away the stone. 

Leadership 

Leader “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” Light 

of Christ, draw us together in our diversity; support our leaders as they work to 

find the common good for all peoples. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader  Loving Christ, 

All           Roll away the stone. 
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Relationships 

Leader   "The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” Help 

us celebrate Christ in each person we meet. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader  Loving Christ, 

All     Roll away the stone. 

Prayer Requests 

Leader “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my 

faithfulness to you.” Heed our concerns for those who are suffering in any way. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader  Loving Christ, 

All            Roll away the stone. 

Closing 
Leader  “Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord.’"  

 
The Presider says to the people  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you!  

People  And also with you!  
 

 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in God’s name. We are then SEATED to listen as our gifts are collected 
and the table is set. 
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Offertory Anthem | Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

 
We stand as the gifts of bread, wine and money are presented and sing together. 

 
Presentation Hymn | Now the Green Blade Riseth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  The Feast of the Resurrection                                              Page 11                              April 16, 2017                                                                

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that love. 

 
The people stay standing. The Presider continues 

The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Presider Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 
Then the Presider continues  

Presider It is truly right, and good and joyful, 

to give you thanks, all-holy God, 

source of life and fountain of mercy. 
 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing 

and fed us with your constant love; 

you have redeemed us in Jesus and knit us into 

one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us  

and call us to fullness of life. 
 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels 

and with the faithful of every generation, 

we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

  
By Ann Strickland 
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The Presider continues 
  

Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of the universe and giver of life. 

You formed us in your image 

and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 

You gave the world into our care 

that we might be your faithful servants 

and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image 

  in one another and in ourselves; 

  we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 

  and so we violated your creation, 

  abused one another, 

  and rejected your love. 

  Yet you never ceased to care for us, 

  and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

 

  Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 

  You delivered us from slavery, 

  sustained us in the wilderness, 

  and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 

  Then, in the fullness of time, 

  you sent your eternal Word, 

  made mortal flesh in Jesus. 

  Born into the human family, 

  and dwelling among us, 

  he revealed your glory. 

  Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 

  he triumphed over evil, 

  opening the way of freedom and life. 

   

On the night before he died for us,  

  Jesus took bread, 

  and when he had given thanks to you, 

  he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 
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  “Take, eat: 

  This is my Body which is given for you. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

  As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, 

  and when he had given thanks, 

  he gave it to them, and said: 

  “Drink this, all of you: 

  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

  which is poured out for you and for all 

  for the forgiveness of sins. 

  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
Presider and People 

Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

 

  Remembering his death and resurrection, 

  we now present to you from your creation 

  this bread and this wine. 

  By your Holy Spirit may they be for us 

  the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

  Grant that we who share these gifts 

  may be filled with the Holy Spirit 

  and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 

  Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 

  that with all your saints, 

  past, present and yet to come, 

  we may praise your Name for ever. 
 

  Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 

  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  to you be honor, glory, and praise, 

  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Then the Presider continues  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Presider breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept. The silence is broken with these words 
 

ALLELUIA. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. ALLELUIA! 

 

A Song of Remembrance | Come and Fill Our Hearts 
We follow the lead of the Music Circle and sing together 
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The Presider makes the following Invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion. 
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine.  
Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  

This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. 
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 

If you need a gluten free, dairy free, soy free wafer—please let the server know. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God is  

within all things  

but not enclosed;  

outside all things,  

but not excluded;  

above all things,  

but not aloof;  

below all things,  

but not debased.   

 -St. Bonaventure   
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Music During Communion  
During communion several songs are offered.  

 

In This Very Room 
Words and music by Ron & Carol Harris.  

In this very room 

there’s quite enough love for one like me, and in this very room there’s quite enough joy for one like me, 

and there’s quite enough hope and quite enough power to chase away any gloom, for Jesus, Lord Jesus is 

in this very room. 
 

And in this very room 

there’s quite enough love for all of us. 

And in this very room there’s quite enough joy for all of us, And there’s quite enough hope and quite 

enough power to chase away any gloom. 

For Jesus 

Lord Jesus 

is in this very room. 
 

And in this very room 

there’s quite enough love for all the world And in this very room there’s quite enough joy for all the 

world. 

And there’s quite enough hope 

and quite enough power 

to chase away any gloom, 

for Jesus 

Lord Jesus 

is in this very room.  
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All This Joy by John Denver  

 

 

 

 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Staying seater we join in singing the following hymn  

Song After Communion | Lift Your Voice Rejoicing Mary  
Words: Latin; tr. Elizabeth Rundle Charles. Music: Fisk of Gloucester, Thomas Foster, arr. D. Burns. 
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GOING OUT TO RENEW THE WORLD  
 

Now we are ready to live the Good News of Resurrection in the World around us. 
 

Prayer and Blessing 
Standing we say together  
 

Eternal God,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us the strength and courage  

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
The Blessing of Easter 
 

The Presider says 

 

May the grace of Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 

the love of God who raised him from the dead, 

and the power of the Holy Spirit who fills the world with new life 

Bless and keep you. 

 
The People respond 

Alleluia! 
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Our Last Song | Oh Happy Day  

by Edwin R Hawkins 

 

Chorus 

Oh happy day 

Oh happy day 

When Jesus washed 

When Jesus washed 

When Jesus washed 

Oh happy day 

Oh happy day  

 

Repeat Chorus 

 

He taught me how 

to watch, fight and pray, fight and pray  

And live rejoicing every day, every day 

 

Repeat Chorus (x2) 

 

He taught me how 

to watch, fight and pray, fight and pray  

And live rejoicing every day, every day 

 

Repeat Chorus 

 

Oh happy day 

Oh happy day 

Oh happy day 

Oh happy day 

Happy day! 
 

DISMISSAL 
 
At the conclusion of the service we offer the following dismissal 

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!   

Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  

People  Thanks be to God. ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  


