
The Great Weeks of Easter 
The Second Sunday in Easter 

April 23, 2017  |  9:30am 

Ministers  |  All of Us 

Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 

Presider & Preacher  | Mary Petty Anderson 

Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Tribe  |  Miriam 
 

Before the service begins: 

 

THE WORLD OF GOD 

 

“To see a tree in all its capacities and to feel its very life force in unity with the life 

force of every other living thing…brings us into a sense of the sacred. The human-

earth relationship is the primary experience of the divine,” wrote Thomas Berry. 

We come here soaked in the sanctity of God’s World, for God is embedded in 

creation.  

 

After communion, the children are invited to decorate the altar with their earth 

gifts. Any child who wants to speak will have a chance to tell about the experience 

outside.   

 

Today’s Eucharistic Prayer is focused on grain and bread, adapted from the Rev. 

Dr. Carter Hayward’s litany, Our Passion. After the service, children and adults are 

invited to take the extra bread from the altar and go into the World, giving 

communion to the earth.  
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We stay SEATED and sing together. 

Gathering Music  |  Wind Upon the Waters    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Second Sunday in Easter                                                Page 3           April 23, 2017 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

A Call to Worship 
We STAND. 
 

Presider   

And Job said, 

“Ask the animals, and they will teach you; 

    the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 

ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; 

    and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 

Who among all these does not know 

    that the hand of the Lord has done this?” 
 

First Reader  

The World of God began with one singular event. Like our planet, we came from dust. Like 

our planet, and all life on our planet, we are compositions of the same elements. 
 

Second Reader  

In the World of God, every gene is Gospel. We are borrowed beings, built upon the 

innovations of life long before us. We hold the genes first built by grass, fungi, yeast, fish, 

honeybee, and ant.   
 

Everyone in unison  

Our first church is the land outside these walls. 

This land contains us, creates us, and celebrates us. 

This land is our first physical relation. 

It has personality, culture, community, heartbeat, and soul. 

This land provides for our present and feeds our future.  
 

Presider 

O God, we come to celebrate that the Holy Spirit is present within us and at the heart  

of all life. 
 

People 

Open our eyes to see, our ears to hear, our souls to sense our kinship with all that is 

earth. Open every heart to invisible connections.  
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Opening Song  |  All Creatures of Our God and King 
Arrangement by David Crowder 

 
 

The Collect 
Presider The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 
 

Creator God, source of life abundant: be known to us in the rhythm of tide and season, 

freezing and flowering, pulsing at the heart of God.  

Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 

 

We SIT for the reading. 

 
 

A Reading from Mary Oliver  
 

What if a hundred rose-breasted grosbeaks 

flew in circles around your head?  What if 

the mockingbird came into the house with you and 

became your advisor? What if 

the bees filled your walls with honey and all 

you needed to do was ask them and they would fill 

the bowl?  What if the brook slid downhill just 

past your bedroom window so you could listen 

to its slow prayers as you fell asleep?  What if 

the stars began to shout their names, or to run 

this way and that way above the clouds?  What if 

you painted a picture of a tree, and the leaves 

began to rustle, and a bird cheerfully sang 

from its painted branches?  What if you suddenly saw 

that the silver of water was brighter than the silver 

of money?  What if you finally saw 

that the sunflowers, turning toward the sun all day 

and every day – who knows how, but they do it-were 

more precious, more meaningful than gold? 
“How Would You Live Then?”  
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Psalm 108 
We stand and say the Psalm in unison. 

 

My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; 

I will sing and make melody. 

Awake, my soul! 

Awake, O harp and lyre! 

I will awake the dawn. 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples, 

and I will sing praises to you among the nations. 

For your steadfast love is higher than the heavens, 

and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, 

and let your glory be over all the earth. 

Give victory with your right hand, and answer me, 

so that those whom you love may be rescued. 
 

Gospel Song  |  O Lord Hear My Prayer 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel 
John 20:19-31 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Homily 

 
 

 

Sometimes the mountain 
is hidden from me in veils 
of cloud, sometimes 
I am hidden from the mountain 
in veils of inattention, apathy, fatigue, 
when I forget or refuse to go 
down to the shore or a few yards 
up the road, on a clear day, 
to reconfirm 
that witnessing presence. 

 

 “Witness” Denise Levertov  
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 

 

 

We STAND and say together these words. 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We STAND as we pray 
 

We give thanks for life in its complexity and beauty 

for species that have become extinct in this new century: 

Sea Mink, Pyrenean Ibex, Caribbean Monk Seal, Pupfish,  

Passenger Pigeon, Quagga, Tasmanian Tiger, and  

West African Black Rhinoceros 
 

We pray for healing  

for our coral reefs and their tiny creatures 

for rain forests, aquifers, and glaciers 

from our habits that hurt our world 

for those whom you name 
 

We pray for support  

for creatures losing their habitat 

for people without clean water 

for families made homeless by drought, flood,  

and rising sea level 

for the good earth, being scorched by war 

for those whom you name 
 

We pray for the souls of those whom we have loved and see no more 

for people who have died from famine in South Sudan, Nigeria,  

Yemen, and Somalia  

for strangers losing their lives in wars scattered over the earth 

for those whom you name 

 

The Peace 
We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community – the sharing of God’s Peace. 
 

  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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A Song to Offer  | Big Yellow Taxi 
By Joni Mitchell 
Please be SEATED as we listen to the offering song. Sung by Nina Davis. 
 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 

 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

In the beginning was God,  

In the beginning  

The source of all that is,  

In the beginning  

God yearning,  

God laboring,  

God rejoicing.  

 

And God loved what had been made.  

And God said,   

"It is good!"  

And God, knowing that all good is shared,  

Held the earth tenderly.  

God yearned for relationship,  

longing to share the good earth,  

And humanity was born in the yearning.  

We were born to share the earth.  
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Everybody says 

In the earth was the seed,  
In the seed was the grain,  
In the grain was the harvest, 
In the harvest was the bread, 
In the bread was the power,  
And God said,   

"All shall eat of the earth. 

Everybody says 

All shall eat of the seed,  
All shall eat of the grain, 
All shall eat of the harvest, 
All shall eat of the bread, 
All shall eat of the power!"  
 

God said, "You are my people,  

My friends, 

My sisters,  

And brothers,  

All of you shall eat  

Of the bread  

And the power.  

All shall eat!"  

When God, gathering up courage in love, said  

"Let there be bread!"  

And God's sisters, brothers,  

Friends and lovers,  

Knelt on the earth,  

Planted the seeds,  

Prayed for the rain,  

Sang for the grain,  

Made the harvest,  

Cracked the wheat,  

Pounded the corn,  
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Kneaded the dough,  

Kindled the fire,  

Filled the air,  

With the smell of fresh bread.  

And there was bread- And it was good!  

We, the family of God, say today, 

"All shall eat of the bread  

And the power."  

We say today,  

 "All shall have power  

And bread."  
 

Everybody says: 

Today we say,  
 "Let there be bread!  

Let there be power!  

Let us eat of the bread  

And the power!  

And all will be filled 

 For the bread is rising!"  

By the power of God,  

People are blessed.  

By the people of God,  

The bread is blessed.  

By the bread of God,  

The power is blessed.  

By the power of bread,  

The power of people,  

The power of God,  

The people are blessed,  

The earth is blessed,  

And the bread is rising!  

On the night before he died,  

Jesus was eating with his friends.   
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He took bread, gave thanks to God, broke it,  

and gave it to them, and said:  

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup of wine.   

Again he gave thanks and gave the cup to them and said:  

“Drink this, all of you:  

This is my Blood, which is poured out for you. 

Whenever you drink it,   

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts.  

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth  

and make us your new creation,  

and sanctify this bread and wine. 

 
And now we say together, 
 

Ground of all being, 

Mother of life, father of the universe, 

Your name is sacred, beyond speaking. 

Show us your presence.  

Make your longings be our longings at heart and in action. 

Feed the human family.  

Forgive us the falseness of what we have done 

As we forgive those who are untrue to us. 

Do not forsake us in our time of conflict 

But lead us into new beginnings. 

For the light of life, the vitality of life, and the glory of life 

Are yours, now and forever. Amen    
 

 - adapted from “Casa del Sol Prayer of Jesus”,  John Philip Newell 
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The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 

 
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  

 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 
moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 
Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 

Music During Communion  |  On Eagle’s Wings By Michael Joncas.  

 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,  

who abide in his shadow for life, say to the Lord: "My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!" 

Chorus:  

And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings,  

bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun,  

and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,  

and famine will bring you no fear: under his wings your refuge,  

his faithfulness your shield.  
 

(Chorus) 
 

You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day;  

Though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come. 
 

(Chorus) 
 

For to his angels he’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways;  

upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.   
 

(Chorus) 

and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
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Children will decorate the area under the altar.   
Any child who wants to speak will have a chance to tell about the experience outside this morning. 

 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. The quiet will last a few minutes–and 
will begin and end with a bell. For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered as a chance to 
find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 

Song After Communion  |  For the Beauty of the Earth  
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

After the silence, we STAND and say together 

 
In unison:  

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 

and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love. 

that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace, that we may live 

as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,  

so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing into our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts 

of those who look only for gain 

at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united 

with every creature, as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. 
“Laudato Si”, Pope Francis 

 

 

The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn  |  Joyful, Joyful 
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Our Birthday and Anniversary Song  
God Grant Them Many Years! 
 

Dismissal  
Presider   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

  Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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The miracle 
is not that I come to you, it is 
that you reach deep inland 
to me; 
 

coax my gathered rain 
down cliffs, 
through forests 
where all light and dark 
are variations in green. 
 

Silver rivers, 
dense with clouds rise 
from my depths, 
into your salty folds. 
 

Together we become 
neither ocean nor river, 
but wild bottomlands, 
where a heron in thin waders 
 

picks her way toward weary salmon, 
where long grasses shelter 
wood drake and mallard, 
where I rest in you. 
 

—Schel-chelb Estuary, Anne Kundtz 
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On the last day of the world 
I would want to plant a tree 

what for 
not the fruit 

the tree that bears the fruit 
is not the one that was planted 

I want the tree that stands 
in the earth for the first time 

with the sun already 
going down 

and the water 
touching its roots 

in the earth full of the dead 
and the clouds passing 

one by one 
over its leaves 

 

— Place by W. S. Merwin 

 
 
 
 
 
 


