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Grace Episcopal Church 
The Christmas Pageant 

December 18, 2016 | 9:30am 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ministers | All of Us 

Preacher/Priest in Charge | Joan Anthony 

Music & Arts | Ann Strickland 

Tribe | Rebekah 
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A RITE FOR GATHERING 
 

We are seated. A bell rings. We listen. We wait.  
 

 

 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
We are invited to stand. 

 

Presider As the Advent candles are lit – let us pray. 

 May the God of hope fill us with joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
  

Opening Hymn | O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



930am | December 18, 2016 | Fourth Advent and Christmas Pageant 3 | P a g e  

 

The Collect 
Presider  Let us pray. 
 

Caring God, we ask you to help us make room in our hearts for people who need us. We 

give thanks for friends and strangers who have received us when we were lonely or afraid. 

Give us the compassion and grace we need to share what we have with others. Amen. 

  

Look! 
 

A young woman  

is with child 

and shall bear a son 

and shall name him 
 

Emmanuel. 
 

 
Isaiah 7:14 
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A PAGEANT OF GOOD NEWS 
 

Please remain seated during the pageant as we sing together 

 

Go Tell It On the Mountain 
 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviour’s birth! 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,  

and God sent our salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

Go, Go, Go to Bethlehem 
 

Go, go, go to Bethlehem,  

Go find the stable where a baby cries. 

Go, go, go to Bethlehem,  

Go find the cradle where a baby lies. (repeat) 
 

Silent the night, peaceful the scene, 

‘Til angels appeared announcing the King. 

God’s son came down, born in a stall 

His mission was love, His love was for all. 

 

Repeat chorus 
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Whisper, Whisper 
 

Whisper. Whisper. Tiny baby in a manger lay. 

Whisper. Whisper. Baby born today. 

Whisper. Whisper. Tiny baby a sleep in the hay 

Whisper. Whisper. Baby born today. 
  

Shout it out! From the highest mountain! 

Shout it out! Hear what I say! 

Shout it out! To the hills and valleys. 

Tiny baby is born today. 
  

Whisper. Whisper. Tiny baby in a manger lay. 

Whisper. Whisper. Baby born today. 

Whisper. Whisper. Tiny baby a sleep in the hay 

Whisper. Whisper. Baby born today. 

 

Angels We Have Heard On High 
 

Angels we have heard on high,  

singing sweetly through the night, 

and the mountains in reply  

echoing their brave delight. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

We Three Kings 
 

We three kings of Orient are,  

bearing gifts we traverse a far, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain,  

following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright;  

westward leading,  

still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light. 
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Silent Night 
 

Silent night. Holy night. 

All is calm. All is bright. 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace.  

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy 
 

The virgin Mary had a baby boy.  

The virgin Mary had a baby boy. 

The virgin Mary had a baby boy.  

And they say that his name was Jesus.  

 

He come from the glory.  

He come from the glorious kingdom.  

He come from the glory.  

He come from the glorious kingdom.  

 

Oh yes believer. Oh yes believer.  

 

He come from the glory.  

He come from the glorious kingdom! 
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A Homily 
Please be seated for the homily. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community— 
the sharing of God’s Peace. 

Presider  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All   And also with you. 
 

The Offertory 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money and time for the work of the Church. As we finish exchanging God’s peace with 
each other we are seated to listen. 

 

 

A Song to Offer | The Trumpet Child
Dusty Collings and Marcus Lange offer this Christmas hymn by Lynford Detweiler 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, 
and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

All  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and faithful, holy and strong. 

You have filled us, and all of creation, with your blessing. You give us life.  

 

With all created things, we raise our voices to proclaim your glory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Scott Lawrence 
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Gracious God, you form us in your own image and call us to dwell in your love. You give the 

world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and live with one another in 

grace. Yet, we don’t do this well. We violate your creation. We stumble in darkness. We 

are troubled by conflict. We are burdened by hurt.  
 

All  We long for wholeness, and we desire peace. 

 

Even though we have lost our way, you pursue us and find us. You are God with us and for 

us. You come to us in Jesus.  

 

On the night before he died, Jesus was with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks, broke it 

and gave it to them saying: 

 
“Take eat - This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As the supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks, gave it to them 

and said:  
 

“Drink this, all of you - This is the cup of the new Covenant,  
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Faithful God, as we present to you these gifts – this bread, this wine – and as we come 

forward and present ourselves, prepare us for the incarnation of Christ. Come to us.  

Be with us. Help us know your goodness. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts of bread and 

wine.  

 

All  And pour out your Spirit upon us, that we may love one another,  

      work for the healing of the earth, and embody your tender mercy. 

 

 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People and Presider 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name,        

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. 
The silence is broken with these words. 

 
Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 

 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine.  
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Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  
This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

 

Music During Communion  | Christ Child’s Lullaby 
by Ranald Rankin 1885 

 

My love my pride my treasure oh 

My wonder new and pleasure oh 

My son, my beauty ever you 

Who am I to bear you here? 

The cause of talk and tale am I 

The cause of greatest fame am I 

The cause of proudest care on high 

To have for mine the king of all 

And though you are the King of all 

They sent you to a manger stall 

Then at your feet they all should fall 

And glorify my child the King 

There shone a star above three kings 

To guide them to the King of Kings 

They held you in their humble arms 

And knelt before you until dawn 

They gave you myrrh, they gave you gold 

Frankincense and gifts untold 

They travelled far these gifts to bring 

And kneel before their newborn King 
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Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 

The quiet will last a few minutes—and will begin and end with a bell. 
For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 

as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 

 

 

  

Magnificat by Jan Richardson  |  www.janrichardson.com 
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Poetry for the Season | Magnificat 
Read. Feel. Inspire.      

 

 
  
          

 

 

  

There are some poor among us, but most 
poor and weary and hopeless folk live far 
away, conveniently forgotten by us unless 
a mass killing or a frightening epidemic 
makes our papers or the evening news. 
  
Familiarity and lovely music hid the hard 
words at those sunlit Evensongs of 
seventy years ago. 
The joyful song of a Jewish girl two 
thousand years ago goes on to proclaim 
that justice waits in the wings for the 
moment when God overturns human 
societies and our settled lives.  
  
We might think about it. 
 
 

   by Bill Maxwell 

 
 

When I was young, Sundays always 
included Evensong, with choir and a 
short sermon. The evening hymns were 
lovely, and the prayers prepared us for 
the day’s end and a quiet night.  
Always, we sang Magnificat, the Virgin 
Mary’s song of praise. 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. ... behold from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.”  
Lovely thoughts. 
The sad reality was, however, that the 
words that came later somehow sailed 
right past us. 
“He hath showed strength with his arm, 
He hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.  
… He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat... the rich He hath sent  
empty away.” 
These are frightening and radical words, 
if we take them seriously.  
In our world, we are the rich and 
powerful.  
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Our Prayer After Communion | The Drama of Expectation 
After all have received the bread and wine we stand and say this responsive prayer which asks for all our voices. 
 

Presider Please stand. 

  For bread and wine, this place and this time, 
All   we give thanks. 
Presider For stories of love and longing and the hope which does not leave us, 

All   we give thanks. 
 Presider For the journey ahead and what we don’t yet know; for your presence, and your 

challenge, and the joy we can’t yet imagine, 

All   we offer ourselves. Thanks be to God. 

 

The Blessing 
We stand as the Presider offers this blessing. 
 

 Presider God's blessing be with us, 

   Christ's peace be with us, 

   the Spirit's outpouring be with us, 

   now and always. Amen. 
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Closing Song | The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Trinidadian Carol 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal  
Presider As we await the coming Christ, go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 

 Be Unto Me by Liz Lemon Swindle 

 


