
 



Palm Sunday                                                                              Page 2                                                                      April 9, 2017     

Grace Episcopal Church 
April 9, 2017 | 9:30am 

Ministers  |  All of Us 

Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 

Guest Preacher  |  Deanna Gemmer 

Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

 
 
 

The Sunday of the Passion 
 
 

Note: Weather permitting, we begin the service today outside. 
Children join in the procession and the Nursery is open. 

 
Today we begin one whole story and liturgy, although it is divided into seven dramatic 
scenes. The liturgies of Holy Week—from Palm Sunday to Easter Day—are meant to 
include and involve us. Here and now we cannot be simple observers. We will be 
challenged to find our place in this story of eternal Grace—and that challenge begins most 
clearly with the liturgy for Palm Sunday. Today we are lured into the story with great promise 
and happy expectation. Today we parade outside, delighted in the comfortable foolishness 
that comes when we imagine that our dreams will come true and that our hopes are safely 
treasured in God’s hands. 
 
But, all is not as it seems. The liturgy for Palm Sunday is designed, above all, like one of 
Jesus’ own parables: it offers familiarity and then quickly asks us to see the world as if it were 
upside down. So, let it happen today. Church and worship will not feel “familiar” this day or 
this week—but it can feel “right.” Find your right place in the story of this week and see 
what’s possible when God’s story of lost hope and redeeming love touches the deep story 
of your life. 
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Words of Welcome 
The Liturgy for Palm Sunday ends in silence, thereby enabling us to leave here well prepared for the next chapters in this 
week-long story.    
 
Gathering Song  |   Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 
This song is sung as the community gathers for worship around our baptismal font.  

 
 

 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
After all have gathered, the service begins with these words 
 
Presider Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.  
 
Presider   Let us pray.  
 
Jesus, when you rode into Jerusalem the people waved their palms with shouts of 
acclamation. Grant that when the shouting dies we may still walk beside you even to a cross.  
And now Lord, help us by your grace that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of 
those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life. Amen. 
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Jesus Enters Jerusalem 

The Reader then introduces the first reading saying 
 

Here our Story begins. Let it be told; and give us ears to hear and hearts to receive.

 
A First Story  |  Matthew 21:1-13 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 
two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 
`The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble,  
and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were 
saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. He said to them,  
 

“It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; 
but you are making it a den of robbers.” 
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The Presider then says the following blessing 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider   It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their 
garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his 
victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King. Amen. 
 

The Procession 
As branches, banners, ribbons are blessed with water, the Presider says 
 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Hosanna in the highest. 
Presider  Let us go forth in peace. 
People  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Parade 
 

 
At this time the people follow the Crucifer around the circle to the Church door. During the 

procession all hold their palms and walk to the Church. Note: This is a parade and party.  
Enjoy! We gather again at the front door! 

 

 

At the Door 
We wait until all have gathered before we enter.  
 
Presider  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Hosanna in the highest. 
Presider  Let us enter in peace. 
People  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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As entrance is made to the church, all join in singing.  

Processional Hymn  | All Glory Laud and Honor 
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We remain STANDING. 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
God who knows our inmost hearts and shelters us with utmost care, be with us this day as we 
walk the road to Golgotha with our good Lord Jesus.  As we follow his footsteps to the 
terrible place of testing, let us come to know how deep and wide is his love for us all. 
Amen. 
 
Once all are in place a bell will sound and the Reader says 

 
 

A Second Story  |  Matthew 24:1-6 

As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away, his disciples came to point out to him the 
buildings of the temple. Then he asked them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly I tell you, not one 
stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when 
will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered them, 
“Beware that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah!’ and 
they will lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; 
for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 

 
 

The Peace 
We are invited to STAND. The Presider then says 
  

The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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We STAND and sing as our gifts are collected. 

Offertory Hymn  |  When Jesus Entered Jerusalem  
Music: Traditional; arrangement by Darden Burns; Words by Scott Lawrence. 

 
 
After our gifts are collected and the table is set, our story continues.  
We remain STANDING . 

 
 

A Third Story  |  Matthew 24:36-44 
“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, 
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
We remain STANDING. The Presider says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
The Presider continues 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 
made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 
against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 
not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
 

The Reader says

 
 

A Fourth Story  |  Matthew 26:1-16 
 

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, “You know that after two days 
the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 
Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, who was 
called Caiaphas, and they conspired to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. But they said, “Not during 
the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” 

Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came to him with an 
alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. But when the 
disciples saw it, they were angry and said, “Why this waste? For this ointment could have been sold for a 
large sum, and the money given to the poor.” But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you 
trouble the woman? She has performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, 
but you will not always have me. By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 
Truly I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be 
told in remembrance of her.” 
 

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What will 
you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he 
began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
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And together we sing:  

Sanctus  by  Bernadette Farrell 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living 
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 
were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 
the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
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The Reader continues

 
 

A Fifth Story  |  Matthew 26:17-30   

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to 
make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say 
to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 
So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell 
you, one of you will betray me.” And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after 
another, “Surely not I, Lord?” He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me 
will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” Judas, who betrayed 
him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

 

Presider   Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring 
us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the 
banquet of the world. All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name,        
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. Then the Presider says 
  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast! 
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. The Priest extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common  
meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, 
doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server 

if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy & dairy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Today the children will receive Communion first – together – then proceed to Godly Play. 
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Music During Communion  |  Nocturne   
by Edvard Grieg. Piano Solo – Darden Burns.  
 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another.  
The quiet will last a few minutes—and will begin and end with a bell.  

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer at The Breaking Of The Bread 
 

Broken Lord, 
 heal our brokenness. 
 

Risen Lord, 
 show your life forth in in us. 
 

Loving Lord, 
 grant that we may love you, 
 that we may love each other, 
 that we may love ourselves in you, 
 that we may be a sacrament of your love 
  to your broken world. 
 

By Bill Maxwell 
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Hymn after Communion  |  Holy One, Have Mercy 
We remain SEATED. 

 
The Reader continues

 
 

A Sixth Story  |  Matthew 26:31-56 
 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 
go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved 
and agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake 
with me.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to the 
disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one 
hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass 
unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 
So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words.  
Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the 
hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, 
my betrayer is at hand.” Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and 
laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.  
 
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the 
elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; 
and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end.        (Continued on next page) 
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Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking 
about.” When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders,  
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After 
a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your 
accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that 
moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you 
will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 
 

Litany of Penitence 
We STAND together. 
Leader And now, during this season of growth, change and renewal, we continue  

to pray honestly about who we are and what we have done and left undone. 
Silence 

God our very Creator, maker of heaven and earth and all life therein, 
 have mercy on us. 
God the Son, redeemer of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit, giver of light and life, 
 have mercy on us.         

          For accepting life yet living it without you, 
 forgive us, Lord. 
For living without concern for others, 
 forgive us, Lord. 
For tolerating oppression, injustice and wrong, 
 forgive us, Lord. 
For refusing to love and forgive others, 
 forgive us, Lord. 
For turning the world to our own purposes and desires, 
 forgive us, Lord.         
That in all things we may hold to your will and purpose, 
 Lord, hear us.                 
Jesus, our deliverer, we take your freedom from others, 
 Lord, have mercy. 
Jesus, our hope, we deprive others of hope, 
 Christ, have mercy. 
Jesus, God’s peace, we distort your peace, 
 Lord, have mercy. 
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Song  |  Holy One, Have Mercy 
We stay STANDING to sing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are SEATED. The Presider continues

 
 

A Seventh Story |  Matthew 27:15-56 
 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom 
they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he 
was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent 
man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and 
the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to 
them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to 
them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be 
crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be 
crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water 
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” So he 
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the 
whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.  
           (Continued on next page) 
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They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him 
of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.     

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry 
his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered 
him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had 
crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and 
kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King 
of the Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by 
derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief 
priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in 
him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The 
bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three 
o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At 
once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried 
again with a loud voice and breathed his last.  At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the 
tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, 
who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and 
said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and 
had provided for him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, 
and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
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Song  |  Holy One, Have Mercy 
We remain SEATED.  

 
 

 
 

Homily 
Deanna Gemmer 
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We remain SEATED. 

Closing Anthem  |  Two Marys 
Music and words by Kelly Hume. Sung by Barbara Hume and Holly White 
 

Two hearts full of sorrow, two stories to tell, 

they walked hand in hand up Calvary hill 

Two Marys, two Marys 

One spoke of swaddling a child so sweet 

One spoke of shadows on Galilee streets 

Two Marys, two Marys 

The sun grew cold this darkest day, 

the path stained red on Jerusalem clay 

Each Mary heard the Savior’s plea 

Eloi lama sabachthani 

Two Marys, two Marys 

And one last word he cried in pain 

Each Mary heard Him call her name 

Two hearts full of sorrow, two stories to tell 

They walked hand in hand down Calvary hill 

Two Marys, two Marys 

 
 

Quiet 
 
 

Stay as you are able. Leave in silence when you are ready. 
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