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WORDS FOR THE SEASON 
 

  
 

 

And the angels waited on him. 
—Mark 1:13c 

How will we see the angels if we don’t go into the wilderness?  

How will we recognize the help that God sends  

if we don’t seek out the places beyond what is comfortable to us,  

if we don’t press into terrain that challenges our habitual perspective? How will 

we find the delights that God provides even—and especially—in the desert 

places? 
 
 

—Jan Richardson | Reflection for the First Sunday in Lent 
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Angels  
  

You might see an angel anytime  

and anywhere. Of course you have  

to open your eyes to a kind of  

second level, but it’s not really  

hard. The whole business of  

what’s reality and what isn’t has  

never been solved and probably  

never will be. So I don’t care to  

be too definite about anything.  

I have a lot of edges called Perhaps  

and almost nothing you can call  

Certainty. For myself, but not  

for other people. That’s a place  

you just can’t get into, not  

entirely anyway, other people’s  

heads.  

I’ll just leave you with this.  

I don’t care how many angels can  

dance on the head of a pin. It’s  

enough to know that for some people  

they exist, and that they dance.”  

 
― Mary Oliver, Blue Horses: Poems 
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Gathering Song  |  Calling All Angels 
Words and Music by Jane Siberry. Offered by Arielle Boucher.  
 

a man is placed upon the steps, a baby cries and high above the church bells start to ring and 

oh as the heaviness the heaviness settles in somewhere you can hear a mother  

start to sing 
 

then it's one foot then the other as you step out on the road how much weight?  

then it's how long? and how far? 

and how many times before it's too late? 
 

calling all angels 

calling all angels 

walk me through this one 

don't leave me alone 

calling all angels 

calling all angels 

we're tryin' and we're hopin' 

and we're not sure how it goes 

 

and every day you gaze upon the sunset 

with such love and intensity 

it's almost as if 

if you could only crack the code 

then you'd finally understand what this all means 
 

but if you could...do you think you would trade in all the pain and suffering? 

ah, but then you'd miss 

the beauty of the light upon this earth 

and the sweetness of the leaving 
 

 

 

Listen. Reflect. Discern. 
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Please STAND. 
 

Presider Ever watchful one, open our eyes.  

People  As we live our lives, help us to see.  

Presider Grant us tender courage and willing hearts to perform simple acts of concern and 

love.  

People  The earth brings us into life and nourishes us and the earth takes us back 

again. Birth and death are present in every moment.  

Presider  We remember that we are salt of the earth and yet radiant in light.  

People  We are all one: all of creation, all that now live, all that ever lived.  

Presider  Remember that we are dust, and to dust we return.  

People  Again, we seek sight and insight to know our connection with all life.  

Presider  Remember: we are part of a great mystery.  

People  Remember: we are dust and to dust we return. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn  |  Didn’t it Rain 
Chorus  

Didn't it rain, children 

Talk 'bout rain, oh, my Lord 

Didn’t it, rain children 

Didn’t it rain, oh my Lord 
 

It rained 40 days, 40 nights without stopping 

Noah was glad when the rain stopped dropping 

Knock at the window, a knock at the door 

Crying brother Noah can’t you take on more 
 

Chorus 
 

Ooh, God sent a raven to spread the news 

To hoist his wings and away he flew 

And to the north, and to the south 

And to the east, and to the west 

Oh didn’t it rain, children 

Talk 'bout rain, oh, my Lord, didn’t it, rain children 

Didn’t it rain, oh my Lord, didn’t it rain, oh my Lord, didn’t it rain, oh my Lord 

 



 The First Sunday in Lent                                                           Page 5                         February 18, 2018 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

 

The Collect 

Life-giving and merciful God, your love is in all of creation. Be here now as we look deeply 

within ourselves; show us how to take the daily things of life and see them as sacred. Infuse 

us with great love—for each other, for ourselves and for you. Remembering Christ as we pray. 

Amen.   

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
 

All are now SEATED for the first reading.  
 

First Reading  
Genesis 9:8-17   

 
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 

descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, 

and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, 

that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood 

to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and 

every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it 

shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the 

bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the 

bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 

established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 25:1-9 
We STAND and say the Psalm in unison. 

 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you;  

let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

Let none who look to you be put to shame;  

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according 

to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

Gracious and upright is the Lord; therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

He guides the humble in doing right and teaches his way to the lowly. 

All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness to  

those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
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All are now SEATED for the second reading. 
 

Second Reading 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 

He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in 

the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 

through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the 

body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 

him. 
 
After the reading, the Reader will say 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 
We STAND and sing 

Gospel Song  |  Surely the Presence 
Words & Music by Lanny Wolfe 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel 
Mark 1:9-15 

 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 

tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. Now after John was 

arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 

and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

The Homily 
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OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

We STAND and say together these ancient and new words.  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People 
We stay STANDING as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader “And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit, descending like a dove upon him.”  

We pray to embody your spirit in a hurting world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
   

Prayer Requests 
Leader    “To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you.”  

We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and all others who are suffering or 

have died.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
   

Our Congregation and Our New Rector, The Rev Wren Blessing 
Leader   “All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness.”  

Open us to this new relationship with excitement, patience and love. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
   

Community, Nation and the World 
Leader    “Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in 

you have I trusted all the day long.”  

Strengthen those who lead and those who follow. Guide us all to work for 

justice, cultivate harmony and peace with one another and with the 

environment.  
   

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
   

Gratitude 
Leader     “Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from 

everlasting.”  Loving God, we thank you for your compassion and love! 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Closing 
Leader    “The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness…. and he was with 

the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.” O God, let everything we do 

this day and in this season of growth come from you, and be inspired by you.  
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The Peace 
In turn around the circle we say for each other 

Presider Now you are forgiven, be at peace.  

All  You are forgiven, be at peace.  
 

This can be accompanied by any gesture of compassion and welcome.  
 
We STAND as we sing together 

Offertory Song  | Lone Wild Bird 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 

against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 

not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this 

day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting 

our voices to you as we sing: 

Sanctus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words: W.S. Kervin & P. Stott. Music: trad. melody, England & Ireland. Copyright © 2005 W.S. Kervin & P. Stott. Used by permission. 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.   
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life,  

and to be glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.   
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ 

given for the world you have made.   
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.   
 

Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

All   Therefore let us keep the feast. 
  

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 
moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

 

Music During Communion  | Instrumental  
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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One day 

your soul will call to you 

with a holy rage. 

“Rise up!” it will say... 

“Stand up inside your own skin.” 

Unmask your unlived life... 

feast on your animal heart. 

Unfasten your fist... 

let loose the medicine  

in your own hand. 

One day, 

your soul will call to you  

with a holy rage.  
 

 

—Ian McCallum 
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We stay SEATED and sing together.  

Song after Communion   |  I Do Not Want What I Haven’t Got 
By Sineád O’Connor 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the hymn we STAND and say together 

 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers the blessing.   
 

 

  

When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, 

my mother would say to me, “look for the helpers. You will 

always find people who are helping.” To this day, especially 

in times of disaster, I remember my mother’s words and I 

am always comforted by realizing that there are still so 

many helpers—so many caring people in this world.   

—Fred Rogers 
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Closing Song  | It Can’t Be Long 
By Barbara Hall 

 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
We are sent forward and home with these words 

Leader  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

 
Thank you to Alder Tribe 
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zaX CV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


