Grace Episcopal Church
First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2019
8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Martin Cockroft
Tribe | Alder

This week, children join their families for the first part of
worship. After a short conversation with Wren, they will
process out for the Little Community, and share in child-led
prayers and music. At Grace, children of all ages are invited
to participate in The Little Community on the first Sunday
of every month.
“Where Advent Begins” by Jan Richardson

Excerpted from “East Coker”
I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope
For hope would be hope for the wrong thing; wait without love,
For love would be love of the wrong thing; there is yet faith
But the faith and the love and the hope are all in the waiting.
Wait without thought, for you are not ready for thought:
So the darkness shall be the light, and the stillness the dancing.
Whisper of running streams, and winter lightning.
The wild thyme unseen and the wild strawberry,
The laughter in the garden, echoed ecstasy
Not lost, but requiring, pointing to the agony
Of death and birth.
~ T.S. Eliot from Four Quartets in The Complete Poems and Plays (New York: Harcourt Brace,
1967)

Songs & readings omitted at the 8:00 service are marked with an *

Prelude | Open My Heart Offered by Merry Cockroft & Elspeth Cockroft
by Ana Hernandez, adapted from a traditional Chinese mantra.

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Don’t Be Afraid
by John Bell

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship and Advent Wreath Lighting
We stand as the Advent wreath is lit.
Celebrant
All
First Speaker
Second Speaker
First Speaker
Second Speaker
Celebrant
All

Do not be afraid. By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us.
Wake up! It is time to make room for the unexpected.
Wake up! It is time to hope.
We light the candle of hope,
to shine on all who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | O Come, O Come Emmanuel *

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Living One, you come to your people and set them free, turning swords into plowshares,
spears into pruning hooks. As we await your coming, guide us to seek peace, that by your
grace, conflict may cease, and hope may awaken within us. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
After the reading, the reader will say

The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 122
I was glad when they said to me,
"Let us go to the house of the Lord."
Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.
For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
"May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions' sake,
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek to do you good."
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Romans 13:11-14 *
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Wait for the Lord
Words: Isaiah 40, Philippians 4, Matthew 6:33,7:7, Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will
be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be
left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
At the 9:30am service, children are invited to join Wren for a brief conversation at the beginning of the homily.
Afterwards, children are invited to process out together to gather for the Little Community. They will return for
Communion.
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
Life-giving breath of the Church,
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.

We gather in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
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Leader

Come let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Leader

“Nation shall not lift up sword against nation.”
We pray for peace in places of conflict in our lives and in the world. Give all
who work for peace clarity of thought, boldness to act, and grace to know calm
in the midst of upheaval. We pray for peace in Palestine and Jerusalem, and in
the places we name now.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“Put on the armor of light.”
We pray for wisdom. Inspire all who lead in government, schools, and
businesses to seek the well-being of all.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“Peace be within your walls.”
We pray for all who are without a safe home, or who are alone or afraid.
Strengthen us to draw near to neighbors who feel isolated or are grieving.
Guide each of us to honor the gift of companionship.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“The night is far gone, the day is near.”
We pray for all who suffer. Strengthen those who are in pain in body, mind, or
spirit. Comfort those who are experiencing anxiety or depression. We lift up the
people and needs that are on our hearts, and those on our prayer list.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope
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Celebrant

Let us confess our failures to keep your ways of life and truth.
Silence

Celebrant

We have put ourselves first and failed to love you, falling short of the fullness of life that
you desire for us.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

We have hungered and thirsted for our own comfort and safety, and turned away from
injustice done to others.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

We have been divided against others in hatred and pride. We have failed to live as
peacemakers and bearers of your love to our sisters and brothers.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and
strengthen you by the Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Adapted from a confession written by Richard Carter in Liturgy on the Edge: pastoral and attractional worship.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord be always
with you.
And also with you.
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After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | Let All Mortal Flesh *
Words: Liturgy of St. James; para. Gerard Moultrie
Music: Picardy, French carol, 17th cent.; melody from Chansons populaires des Provinces de France

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
The people are invited to stand. The Celebrant faces them and says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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The Celebrant continues.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
Scott Lawrence

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
First Sunday of Advent
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.

Music during Communion | May You Find the Light * Offered by Martin Cockroft
Words & Music by David Gungor and John Arndt

Lost and weary traveler
Searching for the way to go
Stranger, heavy-hearted
Longing for someone to known

There are weary travelers
Searching everywhere you go
Strangers who are searching
Longing deeply to be known

Chorus:
May you find a light
May you find a light
May you find a light to guide you home

Chorus x 2

Prepare Us *
by Martin Cockroft
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My Soul in Stillness Waits *
Words: Psalm 95 and “O” Antiphons; Marty Haugen | Music: Marty Haugen
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Who Wait, Bless Them * by Ann Strickland

Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.

Song after Communion | Gather Your People to Comfort and Love *
Words: F. Richard Garland | Music: Trad. Irish Melody
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

The Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path;
and the blessing of God, who was, and is, and is to come, be among you and remain with
you always. Amen.
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Closing Song | Down by The Riverside * African American Spiritual

2. Gonna lay down my sword and shield …
3. Gonna put on my long white robe …

4. Gonna walk with the Prince of Peace …
5. Gonna shake hands around the world …

Birthday and Anniversaries *
Announcements *
A list of Grace’s events and activities is printed in your bulletin insert. In the spirit of a quiet Advent, the Rector will make
all announcements. Contact Wren (wren@gracehere.org) to request that your event be noted.

Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Advent Calendar
He will come like last leaf's fall.
One night when the November wind
has flayed the trees to the bone, and earth
wakes choking on the mould,
the soft shroud's folding.
He will come like frost.
One morning when the shrinking earth
opens on mist, to find itself
arrested in the net
of alien, sword-set beauty.

Silence

He will come like dark.
One evening when the bursting red
December sun draws up the sheet
and penny-masks its eye to yield
the star-snowed fields of sky.

There is the sudden silence of the crowd
above a player not moving on the field,
and the silence of the orchid.
The silence of the falling vase
before it strikes the ﬂoor,
the silence of the belt when it is not striking the
child.
The stillness of the cup and the water in it,
the silence of the moon
and the quiet of the day far from the roar of the
sun.

He will come, will come,
will come like crying in the night,
like blood, like breaking,
as the earth writhes to toss him free.
He will come like child.
~ Rowan Williams from After Silent Centuries'
(Oxford, 1994)

The silence when I hold you to my chest,
the silence of the window above us,
and the silence when you rise and turn away.
And there is the silence of this morning
which I have broken with my pen,
a silence that had piled up all night
like snow falling in the darkness of the house—
the silence before I wrote a word
and the poorer silence now.
~Billy Collins from Poetry (April 2005)
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“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’”

“Grace Church” by Geneva Shutt
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