“Peaceable Kingdom” by John August Swanson

Grace Episcopal Church
Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2019 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Preacher | Maggie Finley
Music | Wendi Olinger
Tribe | Blackberry

Let Evening Come
Let the light of late afternoon
shine through chinks in the barn, moving
up the bales as the sun moves down.
Let the cricket take up chafing
as a woman takes up her needles
and her yarn. Let evening come.
Let dew collect on the hoe abandoned
in long grass. Let the stars appear
and the moon disclose her silver horn.
Let the fox go back to its sandy den.
Let the wind die down. Let the shed
go black inside. Let evening come.
To the bottle in the ditch, to the scoop
in the oats, to air in the lung
let evening come.
Let it come, as it will, and don’t
be afraid. God does not leave us
comfortless, so let evening come.
~ Jane Kenyon

Songs & readings omitted at the 8:00 service are marked with an *
A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Don’t Be Afraid
by John Bell

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship and Advent Wreath Lighting
We stand as the Advent wreath is lit.
Celebrant
All
First Speaker
Second Speaker
First Speaker
Second Speaker
Celebrant
All

Do not be afraid. By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us.
Wake up! It is time to make room for the unexpected.
Wake up! It is time for hope! It is time for peace!
We light the candles of peace and hope,
to shine on all who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | O Come, O Come Emmanuel *

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Faithful One, in the midst of a tired and fearful world, we have heard the promise of your
steadfast love and transforming peace. Inspire us to trust your presence with us, and to act,
anticipating the peace that you promise. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Adapted from a prayer written by Walter Breuggemann in Celebrating Abundance: Devotions for Advent (Louisvile: John
Knox, 2017)
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 72:1-7,18-19
Give the King your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the King's Son;
That he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the little hills bring righteousness.
He shall defend the needy among the people;
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
In his time shall the righteous flourish;
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous deeds!
And blessed be his glorious Name for ever!
and may all the earth be filled with his glory.
Amen. Amen.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Romans 15:4-13 *
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name";
and again he says,
"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";
and again,
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him";
and again Isaiah says,
"The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope."
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Prepare the Way, O Zion
Words: Frans Mikael Franzen; tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. Price
Music: Bereden väg för Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken

The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.
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The Gospel | Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’”
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going
out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit
worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
Our preacher, Maggie Finley, is a retired Catholic hospice chaplain who came to Grace in the spring of 2018 when she and
her husband Ted moved to Bainbridge Island. Maggie currently serves on the board of Harborview’s Spiritual Care
Department, on the National Association of Catholic Chaplains, and as a spiritual director. She’s a covenanted associate of
the Midwest Region of the Sisters of Mercy.
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.

We gather in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
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Leader

Prepare the way of the Lord.

Leader

“May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony
with one another.”
We pray for an end to wars among nations and conflicts among people. Draw
near to those fleeing violence and to all who protect and care for them.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“That he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice.”
We pray for new beginnings. We pray for relief for any facing economic
hardship, and for encouragement for those who struggle with addiction or are in
prison.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“Welcome one another, therefore just as Christ has welcomed you.”
Open us to accept and welcome one another with compassion. Guide our
leaders to grow in hospitality, to care for all who are vulnerable, and to carefully
steward the gifts of the earth.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.”
We pray for any who are grieving and those who are in transition. Meet us and all
who experience darkness, and give us hope for healing and transformation. We
name before you those on our prayer list.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope
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Celebrant

Let us confess our failures to keep your ways of life and truth.
Silence

Celebrant

We have put ourselves first and failed to love you, falling short of the fullness of life that
you desire for us.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

We have hungered and thirsted for our own comfort and safety, and turned away from
injustice done to others.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

We have been divided against others in hatred and pride. We have failed to live as
peacemakers and bearers of your love to our sisters and brothers.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and
strengthen you by the Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Adapted from a confession written by Richard Carter in Liturgy on the Edge: Pastoral and Attractional Worship.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord be always
with you.
And also with you.
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After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | Let There be Peace on Earth *
Words & Music by Sy Miller

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
The people are invited to stand. The Celebrant faces them and says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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The Celebrant continues.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
Scott Lawrence

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Second Sunday of Advent
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.

Music during Communion | To a Wild Rose *
by Edward MacDowell | Piano solo by Wendi Olinger

While We are Waiting, Come *
by Claire Cloninger
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Each Winter as the Year Grows Colder *
Words: William Gay | Music: CAROL OF HOPE, Annabeth Gay

Come and Fill Our Hearts *
Words: Psalm 137; Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier
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Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.

Song after Communion | Please Know God Is Near *
by Diane McGrew

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Second Sunday of Advent

Page 17

December 8, 2019

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God who was and is and is to
come, rest upon you and remain with you now and always. Amen.

Closing Song | Comfort, Comfort Now My People *
Words: Johannes Olearius; trans. Catherine Winkworth | Music: Genevan Psalter
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Birthday and Anniversaries *
Announcements *
A list of Grace’s events and activities is printed in your bulletin insert. In the spirit of a quiet Advent, the Rector will make
all announcements. Contact Wren (wren@gracehere.org) to request that your event be noted.

Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Advent Poem
I want to find my place
amongst the people of Advent
but I can't quite decide who I am.
I want to be pregnant with God
but it takes such a toll on the body.
I have given birth to things before
And labor is hard and untimely.

I want to put my trust in dreams
and in the words of the ones I love,
to believe that God is as close as
the one who would share my bed.

I want to welcome angels and say yes,
to anything.
but if I saw an angel I would hold him
hostage and send a ransom note of questions
demanding answers, to God.

But mostly I want a break from being
the one who mostly falls silent
in the presence of all that's holy,
who loses her words in disbelief,
terrified by claims of joy and gladness,
unable to believe that prayers are answered.

I want to cheer blessings from the sidelines
with a belly growing with prophecies,
and have friends and strangers take hope.
Because God has a season
for those whose seasons have passed.
~ Enuma Okoro
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News from Grace | December 8, 2019

Ongoing Grace
Ministries & Programs
Gather in the nave unless otherwise
noted.
Eucharist
8am & 9:30am Sundays

Upcoming Events & Programs
Today | December 8 | Youth Group | 5 – 7 pm
We’ll meet at Grace to make gingerbread houses and enjoy a White
Elephant gift exchange.
Contact Faith for more info: youthgroup@gracehere.org.

December 10 & 17
Art & Evensong, Dinner & Book Discussion |5:30 – 8:30 pm
All ages are invited to join in at 5:30 to create mosaic lanterns.
We’ll enjoy with a light supper at 6:30 in Walker Hall. At 7:00, we’ll gather
for prayer and evensong, followed by a discussion of Ann Lamott’s Almost
Everything: Notes on Hope. Come for all or just part of the evening. Nursery
care available. Please contact Kim Cockroft for more information:
kim@gracehere.org.

Youth Group Gathering
5 – 7pm 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
11:15 – 2pm Service Sundays on 4th
Sundays
Poetry as Prayer Practice
11am 1st & 3rd Sundays
Centering Prayer
Noon to 1pm Tuesdays
Healing Eucharist & Bible Study
10:30am to noon Wednesdays
Grace Music Circle Rehearsals
7pm Wednesdays. Info:
martin@gracehere.org

Angels of the Bible Book Study | noon – 1:30 pm

Streets of Seattle
5pm 3rd Tuesdays starting in the
Grace kitchen

Meeting in the living room through December 12. Contact Beulah
Downing (bdowning@seanet.com) or Wayne Herbert
(r.herbert@sbcglobal.net) for more information.

Mom’s Morning Retreat
9:30-11am 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Thursdays
September through May

Earth & Spirit Book Group: Climate: A New Story | 7 – 8:30 pm

Island Kirtan
7-8:30pm 1st Thursdays

December 12

Meeting in the living room through December 12. Please contact
Deborah Milton for more information (deborahmltn@gmail.com)

December 13
Men’s Group Christmas Party | 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Contact Eric Matthews (eric@ericematthews.com) to join in this
celebratory evening!

December 15 |The Whole World Waits: A Pageant | 9:30 am
Our Pageant will take place during the 9:30 liturgy. Come at 9:00 to
costume as animals or shepherds. Contact Kim with questions:
kim@gracehere.org.

December 24 | Christmas Eve Liturgies
5:30 pm | Carols, festive children’s liturgy, and Eucharist. Nursery care will
be available.
9:30 pm | Contemplative liturgy with Eucharist and candlelight.

December 25 | Christmas Day Liturgy | 9:30 am
Meditative Eucharistic celebration with traditional carols.
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Compassionate Caring
Support Group
9:30-11am 2nd & 4th Fridays
Friday Friends Bulletin Folding
10:30am Fridays
Super Suppers
3pm the last Friday of every other
month, Eagle Harbor
Congregational Church
Grounds & Trails Work Party
9am to noon 3rd Saturdays
Service Sundays
11:30am-12:30pm 4th Sundays
Team Flower Altar Arrangements

To participate, contact
janicejeffcoat@msn.com
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