Grace Episcopal Church
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2019
8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Martin Cockroft
Tribe | Rhododendron
Songs & readings omitted at the 8:00 service
are marked with an *

“Longest Night” by Jan Richardson

On the Mystery of the Incarnation
It's when we face for a moment
the worst our kind can do, and shudder to know
the taint in our own selves, that awe
cracks the mind's shell and enters the heart:
not to a flower, not to a dolphin,
to no innocent form
but to this creature vainly sure
it and no other is god-like, God
(out of compassion for our ugly
failure to evolve) entrusts,
as guest, as brother,
the Word.
~ Denise Levertov from The Collected Poems of Denise
Levertov (New York: New Directions, 2013)

Prelude | Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
J.S. Bach | Offered by Jim Quitslund

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Don’t Be Afraid
by John Bell

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship and Advent Wreath Lighting
We stand as the Advent wreath is lit.
Celebrant
All
First Speaker
Second Speaker
First Speaker
Second Speaker
Celebrant
All

Do not be afraid. By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us.
Wake up! It is time to make room for the unexpected.
Wake up! It is time for peace! It is time for hope! It is time for joy! It is time
for love!
We light the candles of peace, hope, joy, and love.
to shine on all who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | O Come, O Come Emmanuel *

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God who casts out fear, you met Joseph in a dream. Restore us in our resting, and dream
through us again today. Draw near and open us to receive you in your glory and in your
humility. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Isaiah 7:10-16
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.
Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that
you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds
and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the
child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings
you are in dread will be deserted.”
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 80:1-7, 16-18
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
O Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
(Reading continues on the following page.)
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Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand,
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Romans 1:1-7 *
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of
his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Words: Charles Wesley | Music: Rowland H. Prichard; HYFRYDOL
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.

We gather in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
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Leader

“Restore us, O God of hosts. Show us the light of your countenance, and we
shall be saved."

Leader

"When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit."
God of surprises, in your angel Gabriel you interrupted the lives of Mary and
Joseph. Be close to all whose lives have been disrupted by war, terror, by
sudden uncertainty or economic insecurity.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be Saints.”
Bless all throughout the world who celebrate the birth of your Son, and who
seek to bring your message of peace and reconciliation to those around them.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife.’”
Dream new life into all gathered here. Renew us by your Spirit to protect and
nurture the world around us, and orient us to seek the common good.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope

Leader

“They shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’”
Comfort all who grieve, that we may know that you are near. Make us vessels of
your love to those who are close to us, reassuring our neighbors that we all
belong to you. We lift up those on our prayer list.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

God on you we wait,
in you we hope
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Celebrant

God, we confess our failures to keep your ways of life and truth.
Silence

Celebrant

We have put ourselves first and failed to love you, falling short of the fullness of
life that you desire for us.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

We have hungered and thirsted for our own comfort and safety, and turned away
from injustice done to others.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

We have been divided against others in hatred and pride. We have failed to live
as peacemakers and bearers of your love to those around us.
Silence

Celebrant
All

God of love,
have mercy on us.

Celebrant

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal
and strengthen you by the Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Adapted from a confession written by Richard Carter in Liturgy on the Edge: Pastoral and Attractional Worship.
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Gathering and Blessing
The Pastoral Care team gathers to thank and bless Fran Moen.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord
be always with you.
And also with you.

After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | Grant Peace to All on Earth *
by Stefan Andre Waligur | Offered by the Music Circle Ensemble

WE GATHER AROUND THE TABLE
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
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Scott Lawrence

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Page 12

December 22, 2019

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer
alcohol free wine, or a wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music during Communion | Judah’s Land *
Appalachian Carol | Offered by Martin Cockroft & Tom Ringo

In the Bleak Midwinter *
by Gustav Holst | Offered by Jim Quitslund, Isaac Hanto, & Tom Ringo

Huron Carol (’Twas the Moon of Wintertime)* Offered by Marcus Lang & Dusty Collings
Words: Jean de Brèbeuf, SJ, in the native language of the Huron/Wendat people. English lyrics by Jesse Edgar Middleton .
Music: from traditional French folk song Une Jeune Pucelle.

'Twas in the moon of wintertime
When all the birds had fled,
That mighty Gitchi Manitou
Sent angel choirs instead;
Before their light the stars grew dim,
And wandering hunters heard the hymn:
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born,
In excelsis gloria.”

The earliest moon of wintertime
Is not so round and fair,
As was the ring of glory
On the helpless infant there.
The chiefs from far before him knelt,
With gifts of fur and beaver pelt.
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born,
In excelsis gloria.”

Within a lodge of broken bark
The tender Babe was found,
A ragged robe of rabbit skin
Enwrapp'd His beauty round;
And as the hunter braves drew nigh,
The angel song rang loud and high...
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born,
In excelsis gloria.”

O children of the forest free,
O sons of Manitou,
The Holy Child of earth and heaven
Is born today for you.
Come kneel before the radiant Boy
Who brings you beauty, peace and joy.
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born
In excelsis gloria.”

When the Night * Taizé Community
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Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.

Song after Communion | Watchman, Tell Us of This Night*
Words: John Bowring | Music: (ABERYSTWYTH) Dr. Joseph Parry
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path, and the blessing of God who was and is and is to come, restore you today and rest
upon you always. Amen.
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Closing Song | People Get Ready *
by Curtis Mayfield | Led by Holly White

People get ready for the train to Jordan
Picking up people from coast to coast.
Faith is the key, open the doors and board ‘em
Hope for all the loved and lost.

Is there room for the hopeless sinner
Who hurts all mankind just to save his own?
Have pity on those whose chances grow thinner.
There’s no hiding place ’gainst the Kingdom’s throne.

Birthday and Anniversaries *
Announcements *
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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First from “Three Poems of Incarnation”
Who stands at my door in the storm and rain
On the threshold of being?
One who waits till you call him in
From the empty night
Are you a stranger, out in the storm,
Or has my enemy found me out
On the edge of being?
I am no stranger who stands at the door
Nor enemy come in the secret night,
I am your child, in darkness and fear
On the verge of being.
Go back, my child, to the rain and storm,
For in this house there is sorrow and pain
In the lonely night.
I will not go back for sorrow or pain,
For my true love weeps within
And waits for my coming.
Go back, my babe, to the vacant night
For in this house dwell sin and hate
On the verge of being.
I will not go back for hate or sin,
I will not go back for sorrow or pain,
For my true love mourns within
On the threshold of night.
~ Kathleen Raine
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Nativity
In the dark, a child might ask, What is the world?
just to hear his sister
promise, An unfinished wing of heaven,
just to hear his brother say,
A house inside a house,
but most of all to hear his mother answer,
One more song, then you go to sleep.
How could anyone in that bed guess
the question finds its beginning
in the answer long growing
inside the one who asked, that restless boy,
the night's darling?
Later, a man lying awake,
he might ask it again,
just to hear the silence
charge him, This night
arching over your sleepless wondering,
this night, the near ground
every reaching-out-to overreaches,
just to remind himself
out of what little earth and duration,
out of what immense good-bye,
each must make a safe place of his heart,
before so strange and wild a guest
as God approaches.
~ Li-Young Lee
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News from Grace | December 22, 2019

Ongoing Grace
Ministries & Programs
Gather in the nave unless otherwise
noted.

Upcoming Events & Programs
December 22 | Service Sunday
11:15 am – 2 pm | Join the Outreach Team for Christingle making
and youth-led caroling for elderly members of our community. For
more information: youthgroup@gracehere.org.

December 24 | Christmas Eve Liturgies
5:30 pm | Carols, festive children’s liturgy, and Eucharist. Nursery
care will be available.
9:30 pm | Contemplative liturgy with Eucharist and candlelight.

December 25 | Christmas Day Liturgy | 9:30 am
Meditative Eucharistic celebration with traditional carols.

January 5 | Epiphany | 8 am and 9:30 am
Celebrate Epiphany with carols and stories of refugees in our time
and place.
Artist Reception for Erica Lambertson | 11 am

January 9 | Book Discussion | 12 pm
Join us in the living room each Thursday during January for a
discussion of C.S. Lewis’s classic work, Perelandra. For more
information, contact Wayne Herbert, co-chair of
Faith Formation at herbert@sbcglobal.net or Kim Cockroft, minister
of Faith Formation at kim@gracehere.org.

January 12 | Youth Group - New Year’s Kickoff | 5 – 7 pm
Contact Faith for more information: youthgroup@gracehere.org.

February 8 | Turning Towards Each Other: Couples Retreat
9 am – 4 pm | Save the date! Grace is hosting an all-day facilitated
workshop based on John Gottman’s The Seven Principles Towards
Making Marriage Work. Space is limited and registration will open
early 2020.

Eucharist
8am & 9:30am Sundays
Youth Group Gathering
5 – 7pm 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
11:15 – 2pm Service Sundays on 4th
Sundays
Poetry as Prayer Practice
11am 1st & 3rd Sundays
Centering Prayer
Noon to 1pm Tuesdays
Healing Eucharist & Bible Study
10:30am to noon Wednesdays
Grace Music Circle Rehearsals
7pm Wednesdays. Info:
martin@gracehere.org
Streets of Seattle
5pm 3rd Tuesdays starting in the
Grace kitchen
Mom’s Morning Retreat
9:30-11am 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Thursdays
September through May
Island Kirtan
7-8:30pm 1st Thursdays
Compassionate Caring
Support Group
9:30-11am 2nd & 4th Fridays
Friday Friends Bulletin Folding
10:30am Fridays
Super Suppers
3pm the last Friday of every other
month, Eagle Harbor
Congregational Church
Grounds & Trails Work Party
9am to noon 3rd Saturdays
Service Sundays
11:30am-12:30pm 4th Sundays
Team Flower Altar Arrangements
To participate, contact
janicejeffcoat@msn.com
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