Grace Episcopal Church
A Night Passage by Jan Richardson

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 24, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Lacey Brown
Tribe | Maple
.

Maybe
by Mary Oliver
Sweet Jesus, talking
his melancholy madness,
stood up in the boat
and the sea lay down,
silky and sorry,
So everybody was saved
that night.
But you know how it is
when something
different crosses
the threshold — the uncles
mutter together,
the women walk away,
the young brother begins
to sharpen his knife.
Nobody knows what the soul is.
It comes and goes
like the wind over the water —
sometimes, for days,
you don’t think of it.

Maybe, after the sermon,
after the multitude was fed,
one or two of them felt
the soul slip forth
like a tremor of pure sunlight
before exhaustion,
that wants to swallow everything,
gripped their bones and left them
miserable and sleepy,
as they are now, forgetting
how the wind tore at the sails
before he rose and talked to it —
tender and luminous and
demanding
as he always was —
a thousand times more frightening
than the killer sea.

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts.

Gathering Song | To You
by John Tirro

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
Open our hearts.
People
New every morning are your mercies.
Celebrant
Set free our voices.
People
New every morning is your song.
Celebrant
Guide our feet.
People
New every morning is your faithfulness. Amen.
We remain standing and sing together.
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Opening Song |Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Music: John Wyeth. Text: Robert Robinson

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Our heart is wide open to you, O God. We come in expectation. Visit places throughout
our world where trust is broken, and make us ready to welcome the peace you bring, ready
to extend the forgiveness you share, and ready to go where you send us, through love of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | I Samuel 17: 32-49
David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this
Philistine.” Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for
you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your
servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb
from the flock, I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it
turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. Your servant has killed
both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has
defied the armies of the living God.” David said, “The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the
lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul said to
David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you!” Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze
helmet on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail. David strapped Saul’s sword over the
armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I
cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” So David removed them. Then he took his
staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag,
in the pouch; his sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine.
The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. When the
Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome
in appearance. The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give
your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.” But David said to the
Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name of
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This very day
the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will
give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild
animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this
assembly may know that the Lord does not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s
and he will give you into our hand.”
When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet
the Philistine. David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on
his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm responsively.

Psalm | 9:9-20
The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed,
a refuge in time of trouble.
Those who know your Name will put their trust in you,
for you never forsake those who seek you, O Lord.
Sing praise to the Lord who dwells in Zion;
proclaim to the peoples the things he has done.
The Avenger of blood will remember them;
he will not forget the cry of the afflicted.
Have pity on me, O Lord;
see the misery I suffer from those who hate me,
O you who lift me up from the gate of death
So that I may tell of all your praises
and rejoice in your salvation
in the gates of the city of Zion.
The ungodly have fallen into the pit they dug,
and in the snare they set is their own foot caught.
The Lord is known by his acts of justice;
the wicked are trapped in the works of their own hands.
The wicked shall be given over to the grave,
and also all the peoples that forget God.
For the needy shall not always be forgotten,
and the hope of the poor shall not perish for ever.
Rise up, O Lord, let not the ungodly have the upper hand;
let them be judged before you.
Put fear upon them, O Lord;
let the ungodly know they are but mortal.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For
he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have
helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as
servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for
the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors,
and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as
punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no
restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return—I speak as to children—open wide
your hearts also.
After the reading, the reader will say

All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing.

Gospel Song | Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Music: Rowland H. Prichard. Text: Charles Wesley
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Mark 4:35-41
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other
side.” And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was.
Other boats were with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so
that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion;
and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”
He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind
ceased and there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no
faith?” And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and sea obey him?”
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
Life-giving breath of the Church,
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
We gather in prayer

The Prayers of the People
Gathering
Leader
All

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” Jesus woke up and rebuked
the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
Fill us with the seeds of your love. In this season of ordinary time we give
thanks for the Spirit moving in, around, and through us.
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World Leaders and People
Leader

“See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation. We are
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way...”
Help us and our world and faith leaders to cultivate respect and care for all
people. Move each of us to step forward with bold initiative and thoughtful
response.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Holy Spirit
Receive our prayers

Emerging Concerns
Leader

“Our heart is wide open to you; open wide your hearts also.”
O God, we pray for all who are estranged, alone, or in danger this day. Walk
with those who flee terror or who journey far from those they love.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Holy Spirit
Receive our prayers

Prayer Requests
Leader

“The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in time of trouble.”
We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and those we carry in our hearts.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Holy Spirit
Receive our prayers

Gratitude
Leader

“See we are alive; … as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.”
We give thanks for being alive and for the movement of the Holy Spirit.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Holy Spirit
Receive our prayers
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Closing
Leader

“With many such parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as they were able to

All

hear it.”
O God, immerse us in your inspiring love, draw us to reach out to those in
need, and open our hearts to hope.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord
be always with you.
And also with you.

After the peace, we are seated. Please join in singing the chorus.

Offertory Song | Peace Like A River
Traditional African American
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
The people are invited to stand. The Celebrant faces them and says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Table, the Celebrant continues

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
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Sanctus
By John L. Bell
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music is offered by Lacey Brown

Music during Communion | Blessing of St. Clare
by Lacey Brown © Poor Clare Music

Chorus
There is no fear in love x 4
Oh …

Go forth in peace
Follow the good road
Go without fear
For you are loved
(Repeat)

All the walls are breaking in
All the walls are breaking in
All the walls are breaking in
All the walls are breaking in

Chorus
There is no fear in love x 2
Oh …
Praise be to God
For having made us
With all expressions
of our love

Chorus
There is no fear in love x 8

I Stand with You
by Lacey Brown © Poor Clare Music

Beloved, do not be afraid
I’m with you
Through the rage
Beloved, do not be afraid
I’m with you
Through the rage
Chorus 1
All the powerful will fall
All the weak will be made strong
Ooooh Ooooh
Beloved don’t give up the fight
I stand with you
Through the long and darkest night
Chorus 2
All the rich will be made poor
All our homes will open wide the doors
Shining bright In your light
Shining bright In your light, your light, your light
5th Sunday after Pentecost

Beloved, don’t forget that you are mine
I am with you
Don’t give up the fight
I stand with you
Chorus
All the lies will be exposed
Every truth will be made known
In your light, Shining bright
In your light, Shining bright So bright
In your light, Shining bright
In your light, Shining bright, So bright, So bright
Beloved, do not be afraid
I am with you
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Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.

We remain seated and sing together.

Song after Communion | Deep Peace
by Sara Thomsen

Deep peace of the rolling waves to you
Deep peace of the silent stars
Deep peace of the blowing air to you
Deep peace of the quiet earth
Let peace, let peace, let peace fill your soul
May peace, may peace, may peace keep you whole.

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing
The celebrant offers a blessing.

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,
wherever he may send you.
May God guide you through the wilderness,
protect you through the storm.
May God bring you home rejoicing
at the wonders she has shown you.
May God bring you home rejoicing
once again into our doors.
And may the blessing, the mercy, and the peace of the the Triune One, Creator, Son, and
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Song | In The Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful
Music by Taize. Arranged by: Lacey Brown

Birthday and Anniversaries
Announcements
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Making Peace
by Denise Levertov
A voice from the dark called out,
‘The poets must give us
imagination of peace, to oust the intense, familiar
imagination of disaster. Peace, not only
the absence of war.’
But peace, like a poem,
is not there ahead of itself,
can’t be imagined before it is made,
can’t be known except
in the words of its making,
grammar of justice,
syntax of mutual aid.
A feeling towards it,
dimly sensing a rhythm, is all we have
until we begin to utter its metaphors,
learning them as we speak.
A line of peace might appear
if we restructured the sentence our lives are making,
revoked its reaffirmation of profit and power,
questioned our needs, allowed
long pauses . . .
A cadence of peace might balance its weight
on that different fulcrum; peace, a presence,
an energy field more intense than war,
might pulse then,
stanza by stanza into the world,
each act of living
one of its words, each word
a vibration of light—facets
of the forming crystal.
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The Journey
by Mary Oliver
One day you finally knew
what you had to do, and began,
though the voices around you
kept shouting
their bad advice -though the whole house
began to tremble
and you felt the old tug
at your ankles.
"Mend my life!"
each voice cried.
But you didn't stop.
You knew what you had to do,
though the wind pried
with its stiff fingers
at the very foundations,
though their melancholy
was terrible.
It was already late
enough, and a wild night,
and the road full of fallen
branches and stones.
But little by little,
as you left their voice behind,
the stars began to burn
through the sheets of clouds,
and there was a new voice
which you slowly
recognized as your own,
that kept you company
as you strode deeper and deeper
into the world,
determined to do
the only thing you could do -determined to save
the only life that you could save.
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