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Grace Episcopal Church 

  19th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Sept. 30, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am 

Ministers | All of Us 

Rector | Wren Blessing 

Preacher | Nicole Chilivas  

   Music | Wendi Olinger 

 Tribe | Cedar 
 
 
A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated. 

Gathering Song | All This Joy  
by John Denver 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. City of joy …     3. World of joy …   4. All this joy … 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

A Call to Worship 
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand. 
 

Celebrant Open our hearts. 

People  New every morning are your mercies. 

Celebrant  Set free our voices.  

People   New every morning is your song. 

Celebrant  Guide our feet. 

People   New every morning is your faithfulness. Amen. 
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We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | All are Welcome 
by Marty Haugen 
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The Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

You are in the midst of us, O God, and you are our help. Root each of us in your hope and 

generosity. Unite us in prayer, that as we journey together, we may see you turn sorrow into 

gladness, and suffering into love. Amen. 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22 
 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were 

drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall 

be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be 

fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases 

the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is 

my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to 

be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my 

peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus 

said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther 

said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and 

the queen. 
 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows 

that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's 

house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on 

the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 
 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 

provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the 

fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by  

year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that  
 
 

(Reading continues on the following page.) 
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had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that 

they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one 

another and presents to the poor. 
 
After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
We stand and say the Psalm responsively. 

Psalm | 124 
 

If the Lord had not been on our side,  

let Israel now say; 

If the Lord had not been on our side,  

when enemies rose up against us; 

Then would they have swallowed us up alive  

in their fierce anger toward us; 

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us  

and the torrent gone over us; 

Then would the raging waters  

have gone right over us. 

Blessed be the Lord!  

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;  

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord,  

the maker of heaven and earth. 
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We are seated for the second reading. 
The Second Reading | James 5:13-20 
 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 

praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them 

pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save 

the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be 

forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you 

may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human 

being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 

months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the 

earth yielded its harvest. 
 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 

another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 

sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 
We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | Love Now Ascending  
Words: Jim Burklo | Music: Nicaea, John Bacchus Dykes 
 

Holy, holy, holy, love now ascending, 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to you. 

Holy, holy, holy, joy that has no ending, 

Giving, forgiving, breathing life anew. 
 

Holy, holy, holy, love without limit. 

Care that binds creation in sacred unity. 

Holy, holy, holy, birthing every minute, 

Christ, love’s revealer, sets our spirits free. 
 

Holy, holy, holy, infinite compassion, 

Makes a place for every soul in God’s eternal reign. 

Holy, holy, holy, truth beyond our knowing, 

Love that endures should nothing else remain. 
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel | Mark 9:38-50 
 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 

tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for 

no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of 

me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water 

to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 

would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 

enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if 

your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have 

two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is 

better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be 

thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can 

you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 qand his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  
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We gather in prayer. 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Gathering 
Leader   “‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 

stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; 

for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterwards 

to speak evil of me.’” 

All  Loving God, prune, weed, water us and nurture the Holy Spirit within 

us.                         
 

Relationships 
Leader  “They should make days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food 

to one another and presents to the poor.”  

We pray for the gift of kind relationships with children, families and all persons 

including those who are estranged, alone, or in danger this day.  
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader  “Our help is in the Name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.”  

We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and those we carry in our hearts. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 
 

Environment 
Leader  “Elijah prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.”  

God inspire us to hold your earth and its creatures sacred. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 
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World and Faith Leaders 
Leader  “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another."  

O God, may all who carry authority and responsibility worldwide lead with your 

wisdom and love. Replace fear and prejudice with love and kindness. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 
 

Gratitude 
Leader “They should sing songs of praise.”  

God, thank you for loving us. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 
 

Closing 
Leader  “Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ 

will by no means lose the reward.”  

All  In this bountiful harvest season, O God, open our hearts to love, to give, 

to serve.  

 

 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. 
 

Celebrant We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord 

be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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After the peace, we are seated.   

Offertory Song | All You Need is Love 
by Lennon & McCartney 
Offered by the Music Circle 
 

Love, love, love, 

Love, love, love,  

Love, love, love, 
 

There's nothing you can do that can't be done 

Nothing you can sing that can't be sung 

Nothing you can say, but you can learn how to play the game 

It's easy. 

Nothing you can make that can't be made 

No one you can save that can't be saved 

Nothing you can do, but you can learn how to be you in time 

It's easy. 
 

Chorus: 
All you need is love, all you need is love 

All you need is love, love, love is all you need 

There's nothing you can know that isn't known 
 

Nothing you can see that isn't shown 

There's nowhere you can be that isn't where you're meant to be 

It's easy 
 

Chorus 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

The people are invited to stand. The Celebrant faces them and says 
 

The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
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Then, facing the Table, the Celebrant continues  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you 

as we sing:  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.  
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made.  
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.   
 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s 
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a 

wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 
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Music during Communion | Beneath the Tree of Life 
by Marty Haugen 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I’ve Got Peace Like a River 
by John O. Schroeder 
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Following Communion we share silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

 

Song after Communion | God Bless Every Step 
Words: Celtic chant of the Céile Dé order | Music: Ruth Cunningham  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We stand and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
The Celebrant offers a blessing. 

May the peace of Christ which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God. And the blessing of the one, holy, and living God be upon you 

and remain with you now and always.  Amen 

 

Closing Song | Go in Peace 
By Sam Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday and Anniversaries  
 

 

Announcements 
 

 

Dismissal  
Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Things to Think 

Think in ways you’ve never thought before. 

If the phone rings, think of it as carrying a message 

Larger than anything you’ve ever heard, 

Vaster than a hundred lines of Yeats. 

Think that someone may bring a bear to your door, 

Maybe wounded and deranged; or think that a moose 

Has risen out of the lake, and he’s carrying on his antlers 

A child of your own whom you’ve never seen. 

When someone knocks on the door, think that he’s about 

To give you something large: tell you you’re forgiven, 

Or that it’s not necessary to work all the time, or that it’s 

Been decided that if you lie down no one will die. 

Robert Bly  
from Eating the Honey of Words. Harper Collins, 1999 

 
 

 

All Ye Joyful 

Sing all ye joyful, now sing all together! 

The wind's in the tree-top, the wind's in the heather; 

The stars are in blossom, the moon is in flower, 

And bright are the windows of night in her tower. 

Dance all ye joyful, now dance all together! 

Soft is the grass, and let foot be like feather! 

The river is silver, the shadows are fleeting; 

Merry is May-time, and merry our meeting. 

Sigh no more pine, till the wind of the morn! 

Fall Moon! Dark be the land! 

Hush! Hush! Oak, ash and thorn! 

Hushed by all water, till dawn is at hand! 

JRR Tolkien 


