
Grace Episcopal Church 

  26th Sunday after Pentecost 

November 18, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am 

Ministers | All of Us 

Rector | Wren Blessing 

Associate Priest | Mary Petty Anderson 

Music | Wendi Olinger 

 Tribe | Fern 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated. 

Gathering Song | Gathered Here 
by Phil Porter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“World of Mercy” by Jan Richardson 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

A Call to Worship 
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand. 
 

Celebrant Open our hearts. 

People  New every morning are your mercies. 

Celebrant  Set free our voices.  

People   New every morning is your song. 

Celebrant  Guide our feet. 

People   New every morning is your faithfulness. Amen. 
 
 
We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | Hymn of Promise 
by Natalie Sleeth 
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The Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

God of promise, you are near. You dwell with us always, and you are the God who opens 

what has been closed. In your power, you give futures, by your goodness, you give hope, in 

your mercy, you make new. Come, in your gentleness. Enter our shut down places and give 

us new birth and new hope. Amen.                                  

Adapted from a prayer by Walter Brueggemann in Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth. 

 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | I Samuel 1:4-20 

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all 

her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, 

though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate 

her, because the Lord had closed her womb. So it went on year by year; as often as she went 

up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would 

not eat. Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? 

Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before 

the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of 

the Lord. She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made 

this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and 

remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I 

will set him before you as a Nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine 

nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.”  

 

 
(Reading continues on following page) 
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As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying 

silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was 

drunk. So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put  

away your wine.” But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I 

have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before 

the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of 

my great anxiety and vexation all this time.” Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of 

Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” And she said, “Let your servant find favor in 

your sight.” Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her 

countenance was sad no longer. 
 

They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went back to their 

house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. In due time 

Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him 

of the Lord.” 

 
After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



26th Sunday after Pentecost                                                      Page 5                                                               November 18, 2018 

 

We stand and say Hannah’s Song. 

Hannah’s Song | 1 Samuel 2:1-10 

 

Hannah prayed and said, 
 

“My heart exults in the Lord; 

my strength is exalted in my God. 

My mouth derides my enemies, 

 because I rejoice in my victory. 
 

“There is no Holy One like the Lord, 

no one besides you;  

there is no Rock like our God. 

Talk no more so very proudly, 

let not arrogance come from your mouth; 

for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 

and by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty are broken, 

but the feeble gird on strength. 

Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 

but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 

The barren has borne seven, 

but she who has many children is forlorn. 

The Lord kills and brings to life; 

he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

he brings low, he also exalts. 

He raises up the poor from the dust; 

he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

to make them sit with princes 

and inherit a seat of honor. 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 

and on them he has set the world. 

 

 

(Reading continues on following page) 
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“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 

but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness;  

for not by might does one prevail. 

The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; 

the Most High will thunder in heaven. 

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; 

he will give strength to his king,  

and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

  
 

 

We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25 
 

Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 

sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single 

sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been 

waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a single 

offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  
 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, 

through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 

approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from 

an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us 

consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching. 
 

After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | Come Down O Love Divine 
Words: Bianco da Siena; tr. Richard Frederick Littledale | Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams 
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel | Mark 13:1-8 
 

As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what 

large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great 

buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, 

and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign 

that all these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, 

“Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ 

and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be 

alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there 

will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.” 
 
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We gather in prayer. 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Gathering 
Leader  The Lord raises up the poor from the dust, lifts the needy from the ash heap, to 

make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. 

All  Loving God, as nature around us prepares for winter, lead us into a time of 

quiet and contemplation. 
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Relationships 
Leader  “Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds.”  

We pray for the gift of kind relationships with children, families and all persons 

including those who are estranged, alone, or in danger this day.  
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader  “Let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith.”   

We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and those we carry in our hearts. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 
 

Environment 
Leader  “For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and on them he has set the world.” 

God inspire us to hold your earth and its creatures sacred. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 

 

World and Faith Leaders 
Leader   “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: 

I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds."  

O God, may all who carry authority and responsibility worldwide lead with your 

wisdom and love. Replace fear and prejudice with love and kindness. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 
 

Gratitude 
Leader “My heart exults in the Lord.”   

God, thank you for loving us. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader   Loving God, 

All   hear our prayers. 



26th Sunday after Pentecost                                                      Page 11                                                               November 18, 2018 

 

Closing 
Leader  “My strength is exalted in my God. There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one 

besides you; there is no Rock like our God.”  

All  We thank you, O God, for continuing to help us to open our hearts to 

love, to give, to serve.  

 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. 
 

Celebrant We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord 

be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

 

After the peace, we are seated.   

Offertory Song | You Can’t Fail Me Now Offered by Garth Edwards 

by Louden Wainwright III and Joe Henry 

I know that fan is moving air 

I can see it in your hair 

But I can't bear to breathe it in somehow 

I'll rise and fall with you 

'Cause you can't fail me now 

I'll rise and fall with you 

'Cause you can't fail me now 
 

Salt is sweet upon my mouth 

Dark throws sparks against my house 

The stain of love's a smudge upon my brow 

But you see through me 

And you can't fail me now 

You see right through me 

And you can't fail me now 
 

I've bit off more than I can chew 

It's something that I tend to do 

When fewer words are what we need and how 

You bite my tongue 

And you can't fail me now 

I rant and rail 

But you can't fail me now  
 

I lost the thread among the vines 

And hung myself in storylines 

That tell the tales I never would allow 

God knows the name of every bird 

That fills my mind like angry words 

But you know all my secret heart avows 
 

We're taught to love the worst of us 

And mercy more than life, but trust me 

Mercy's just a warning shot across the bow 

I live for yours 

And you can't fail me now 

I live for your mercy 
 

You can't fail me now 

You can't fail me now 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

We are invited to stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.  
 
Celebrant faces them and says 

The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
The Celebrant continues  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you 

as we sing:  
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  

 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.  
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.  

 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made.  
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.  

 

 

 
 



26th Sunday after Pentecost                                                      Page 14                                                               November 18, 2018 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.   
 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 
Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s 
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a 

wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 

 

Music during Communion | Great is Thy Faithfulness 
by William Runyan 

Piano solo offered by Wendi Olinger 
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Be Not Afraid 
Words: Isaiah 43:2-3, Luke 6:20ff; Bob Dufford, SJ | Music: Bob Dufford, SJ 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Song continued on following page) 
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Following Communion we share silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 
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Song after Communion | Nada te Turbe 
by St. Teresa of Avila, translated by Taizé Community  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We stand and say together 

 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
A blessing is offered. 

 

 

Closing Song | May the Sending One Defend You 
Words: Brian Wren | Music: Mikkel Thompson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday and Anniversaries  
 

 

Announcements 
 

 

Dismissal  
Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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When Giving Is All We Have 

 

We give because someone gave to us. 

We give because nobody gave to us. 
 

We give because giving has changed us. 

We give because giving could have changed us. 
 

We have been better for it, 

We have been wounded by it— 
 

Giving has many faces: It is loud and quiet, 

Big, though small, diamond in wood-nails. 
 

Its story is old, the plot worn and the pages too, 

But we read this book, anyway, over and again: 
 

Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand, 

Mine to yours, yours to mine. 
 

You gave me blue and I gave you yellow. 

Together we are simple green. You gave me 
 

What you did not have, and I gave you 

What I had to give—together, we made 
 

Something greater from the difference. 

 

~ Alberto Rios 

 

The Journey 
 

One day you finally knew 

what you had to do, and began, 

though the voices around you 

kept shouting 

their bad advice– 

though the whole house 

began to tremble 

and you felt the old tug 

at your ankles. 

“Mend my life!” 

each voice cried. 

But you didn’t stop. 

You knew what you had to do, 

though the wind pried 

with its stiff fingers 

at the very foundations, 

though their melancholy 

was terrible. 

It was already late 

enough, and a wild night, 

and the road full of fallen 

branches and stones. 

But little by little, 

as you left their voices behind, 

the stars began to burn 

through the sheets of clouds, 

and there was a new voice 

which you slowly 

recognized as your own, 

that kept you company 

as you strode deeper and deeper 

into the world, 

determined to do 

the only thing you could do– 

determined to save 

the only life you could save. 

 
~ Mary Oliver 
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