Grace Episcopal Church
First Sunday of Advent
December 2, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Martin Cockroft
Tribe | Alder

Painting by a young unknown Grace artist

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Wait for the Lord
Words: Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Children are invited to participate in today’s liturgy and will be dismissed to classrooms just before the homily. Children
will return to join in Communion. Nursery care is available throughout the 9:30 service.

A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
People

Blessed are you, holy and living one.
You come to your people and set them free.

Advent Wreath Lighting
First speaker

This is the light of the prophets. Prophets are people who come so close to
God, and God to them, that they know what’s most important.

Second speaker

The prophets pointed the way to Bethlehem.
Stop. Watch. Pay attention. Something incredible is going to happen in
Bethlehem.

First speaker

The prophets knew which way to go. They showed us the way.

Second speaker

The light reminds us be quiet, to listen to the words of the prophets.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | O Come, O Come Emmanuel

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of wisdom, come again to us. Open within us the sea of your mercy. Inspire us with
your truth, that we may know your voice and respond to you with faithfulness and joy.
Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which
it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."
After the reading, the reader will say

The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 25:1-9
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you;
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
Gracious and upright is the Lord;
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
He guides the humble in doing right
and teaches his way to the lowly.
All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Prepare the Way, O Zion
Words: Frans Mikael Franzen; adapt. Charles P. Price
Music: Bereden väg för Herran, melody fromThen Swenska Psalmboken;
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Luke 21:25-36
Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand
before the Son of Man."
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
At the 9:30am service the children are invited to join Wren for a brief conversation. Afterwards they may
go to the classrooms and return for Communion.
First Sunday of Advent

Page 7

December 2, 2018

Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
Life-giving breath of the Church,
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
We gather in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
Leader
All

“To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you.”
God of mercy, we wait for you.
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Leader

“Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.”
We pray for people around the world who long for your coming.
We bring you our questions and our doubt. Show us your ways.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Leader

“May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for
all.”
We offer prayers for those on our prayer list. We bring you our grief and our
weariness. Show us your new life.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Leader

“In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’”
We pray for refugees, for all who suffer from abuse, and for those without a safe
home.
We bring you our fear. Show us your compassion.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All
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Leader

“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel
before our God because of you?”
We give thanks for the gifts of the earth and for relationships that sustain our
lives. We bring you our gratitude. Show us your faithfulness.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Adapted from a prayer by Sam Wells and Abigail Kocher in Shaping the Prayers of the People.
Leader

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

All

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ. Strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord
be always with you.
And also with you.
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After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | Requiem by Eliza Gilkyson
Offered by Wendi Olinger, Barbara Hume, Tom Ringo, & Martin Cockroft, as a prayer for those affected by the Camp Fire
in California, for those seeking asylum, and for displaced peoples around the world.

Mother Mary, full of grace, awaken
All our homes are gone, our loved ones taken
Taken by the sea

Mary, fill the glass to overflowing
Illuminate the path where we are going
Have mercy on us all
In funeral fires burning
Each flame to your mystery returning

Mother Mary, calm our fears, have mercy
Drowning in a sea of tears, have mercy
Hear our mournful plea
Our world has been shaken
We wander our homelands forsaken

In the dark night of the soul
Your shattered dreamers, make them whole
Oh, Mother Mary find us where we've fallen out of grace
Lead us to a higher place

In the dark night of the soul
Bring some comfort to us all
Oh, Mother Mary come and carry us in your
embrace
That our sorrows may be faced

In the dark night of the soul
Our broken hearts you can make whole
Oh, Mother Mary come and carry us in your embrace
Let us see your gentle face, Mary

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
The people are invited to stand. The Celebrant faces them and says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
First Sunday of Advent

Page 11

December 2, 2018

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
Scott Lawrence

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music during Communion | O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Instrumental reprise

My Soul in Stillness Waits
Words: Psalm 95 and “O” Antiphons; Marty Haugen | Music: Marty Haugen
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Come, Light of Lights
Words: tr. From a Celtic chant of the Cèile Dè order | Music: Ruth Cunningham

Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.

Song after Communion | While We Are Waiting, Come
By Claire Cloninger
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

The Lord make you increase and abound in love. And may the Sun of Righteousness shine
upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God be upon
you, Christ’s peace be with you, and the Spirit surround you, now and always. Amen.

Closing Song | Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord
by Stephen Schwartz
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Birthday and Anniversaries
Announcements
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Dream Vocation
It happened in a country like Tibet,
My dream: I’d climbed a mountain pass and found
Where locals wrote their slips of prayer and let
Them rot between the rocks and on the ground.
Asleep, not feeling any reverence,
I picked one out and saw to my surprise
That it had been addressed to me. Its sense
Was mystical; it said, “With open eyes,
You’ll never see the proof that God exists,
Only the evidence: The fire, the ice,
The snowballs melting in your frozen fists.”
Shutting my eyes in dream, I woke up twice
And, groping for the prayer, I couldn’t find it,
Nor could I remember who had signed it.
~ Wilmer Mills
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Making the House Ready for the Lord
Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but
still nothing is as shining as it should be
for you. Under the sink, for example, is an
uproar of mice it is the season of their
many children. What shall I do? And under the eaves
and through the walls the squirrels
have gnawed their ragged entrances but it is the season
when they need shelter, so what shall I do? And
the raccoon limps into the kitchen and opens the cupboard
while the dog snores, the cat hugs the pillow;
what shall I do? Beautiful is the new snow falling
in the yard and the fox who is staring boldly
up the path, to the door. And still I believe you will
come, Lord: you will, when I speak to the fox,
the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering sea-goose, know
that really I am speaking to you whenever I say,
as I do all morning and afternoon: Come in, Come in.
~ Mary Oliver

Detail “Shall Come Home with Joy” by Jan Richardson

Triad
To those who speak to the many deaf ears attend.
To those who speak to one,
In poet’s song and voice of bird,
Many listen; but the voice that speaks to none
By all is heard:
Sound of the wind, music of the stars, prophetic word.
~ Kathleen Raine
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News from Grace | December 2, 2018

Grace Church | Bainbridge Island
Inclusion service discovery gratitude
Announcing Grace’s New Music Director
Dear People of Grace,
We are delighted to share that Martin Cockroft will serve as Grace’s Music Director, beginning on January
13, 2019. We are grateful for Wendi Olinger’s excellent and faithful leadership during this interim time, and
will thank Wendi formally on January 6. Learn more about Martin and his new role at Grace on our website!
– Wren and the Music Director Search Committee: Daphne Davies, Barbara Hume, Marcus Lang, Melissa
Meyers, Juliana Moeller, James Rufo-Hill, and Tom Tyner

Upcoming events and programs
December 2
Advent Wreath-making Party & House Blessing | 1:30-3:30 pm at Wren’s house
Drop in during this time for cookies, cider, mulled wine, Advent wreath-making, and a house blessing by The Rev. Karen Haig.

December 4
Soup Supper & Advent Program: Expecting | 6:15-8:15 pm at Grace
Dinner together followed by a children’s hour with Wren and an adult program with mindfulness instructor Susan Sweetwater,
“Expecting Compassion in Ourselves & Others.” End with Evensong. RSVP: office@gracehere.org.

December 5
Healing Eucharist & Bible Study: Song of Zechariah | 10:30 am-noon
During Advent, our Bible study will follow the theme “Songs of Listening, Waiting & Expectation,” focusing on the three Canticles in
St. Luke’s Gospel.

Climate and Energy Forum: Change & Faith Communities | 7-8:30 pm at Eagle Harbor Congregational
Local faith leaders, including Wren Blessing, will share how they are working to preserve our environment and address climate
change. Info: bainbridgeislandforum.org.
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Events and programs continued
December 6
Pageant Practice | 4:30-5:30 pm at Grace
Our Pageant will take place on December 23 at 9:30 am. Contact Kim for info: kim@gracehere.org.

December 7
Parents’ Night Out | 6-8:30 pm at Grace
An evening of crafts, games, and dinner for kids while parents fly the coop. RSVP or volunteer: kim@gracehere.org.

Youth Overnight | 5:45 pm at Grace
Youth grades 6-12 will help with Parents’ Night Out and then enjoy games (laser tag!), snacks, midnight prayers, and a French toast
breakfast before an 8:30 am Saturday pickup. RSVP or volunteer: kim@gracehere.org.

December 11
Soup Supper & Advent Program: Waiting | 6:15-8:15 pm at Grace
Dinner together followed by a children’s hour with Wren and an adult program with Kathie McCarthy, “Waiting: Zechariah’s Song.”
End with Evensong. RSVP: office@gracehere.org.

December 12
Healing Eucharist & Bible Study: The Magnificat led by Maggie Finley | 10:30 am-noon
During Advent, our Bible study will follow the theme “Songs of Listening, Waiting & Expectation,” focusing on the three Canticles in
St. Luke’s Gospel.

December 13
Youth Advent Party | TBA
Save the date; details to come.

December 14
Men’s Group Christmas Party | 6:30-8:30 pm
At the home of Proctor Schenk. See a signup link in this week’s eNews, or contact Eric Matthews, eric@ericEmatthews.com.

December 15
Landscaping Work Party | 9 am to noon
Volunteers are always welcome. Information: Martin Garthwaite, martin@garthwaite.biz.

There is much more Advent and Christmas programming on our calendar! For details, see gracehere.org/advent-2018.
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