Grace Episcopal Church
Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Wendi Olinger
Tribe | Blackberry
Let Evening Come
Let the light of late afternoon
shine through chinks in the barn, moving
up the bales as the sun moves down.
Let the cricket take up chafing
as a woman takes up her needles
and her yarn. Let evening come.

Detail “Shall Come Home with Joy” by Jan Richardson

Let dew collect on the hoe abandoned
in long grass. Let the stars appear
and the moon disclose her silver horn.
Let the fox go back to its sandy den.
Let the wind die down. Let the shed
go black inside. Let evening come.
To the bottle in the ditch, to the scoop
in the oats, to air in the lung
let evening come.
Let it come, as it will, and don’t
be afraid. God does not leave us
comfortless, so let evening come.
~ Jane Kenyon

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Wait for the Lord
Words: Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
People

Blessed are you, holy and living one.
You come to your people and set them free.

Advent Wreath Lighting
First speaker

This is the light of the Prophets, and this is the light of the Holy Family. The
Holy Family is on the way to Bethlehem, and we are traveling with them.

Second speaker

Mother Mary was about to have a baby. It is very hard to walk when you are
about to have a baby. When she could not take another step, she rode on a
donkey. It is also hard to ride on a donkey when you are about to have a
baby. When she couldn’t ride another step, she got down and walked.

First speaker

She rode and she walked. It was a slow journey. Mother Mary and Father
Joseph must have been the last people coming up the road to Bethlehem
that night.

Second speaker

The light reminds us of the journey that Mother Mary and Father Joseph
made as they walked forward step by step, trusting in the promise that was
coming.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | O Come, O Come Emmanuel

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
In your tender compassion, O God, break like the dawn upon us. Come into our world,
freeing those who are afraid and showing us your mercy. By the grace of your Spirit, guide
our feet into the way of peace. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Malachi 3:1-4
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight — indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
After the reading, the reader will say

The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Song of Zechariah.

Song of Zechariah | Luke 1:68-79
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior,
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Philippians 1:3-11
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness,
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | On Jordan’s Banks
Words: Samuel Stennett | Tune: Promised Land C.M. with refrain, arr. Rigdon M. McIntosy
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
Life-giving breath of the Church,
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
We gather in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
Leader

“You promised to show mercy to our forebears and to remember your holy
covenant.”

All

God of mercy, we wait for you.
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Leader

“The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he is coming,
says the Lord of hosts.”
We pray for your people around the world who long for your coming. We bring
you our questions, our doubt, and our fear. Show us your ways.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Leader

“In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon
us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to
guide our feet into the way of peace.”
We offer prayers for those on our prayer list. We bring you our grief and our
weariness. Show us your new life.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Leader

“For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ
Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight to help you determine what is best…”
We pray for refugees, for all who suffer from abuse, and for those without a safe
home. We bring you our fear. Show us your compassion.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All
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Leader

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with you in
every one of my prayers for all of you…I am confident of this, that the one who
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ.”
We give thanks for relationships that sustain our lives. We bring you our
gratitude. Show us your faithfulness.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Adapted from a prayer by Sam Wells and Abigail Kocher in Shaping the Prayers of the People.
Leader

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

All

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord
be always with you.
And also with you.
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After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | River by Joni Mitchell
Offered by Eva Kurtzman

It's coming on Christmas
He tried hard to help me
They're cutting down trees
You know, he put me at ease
They're putting up reindeer
And he loved me so naughty
And singing songs of joy and peace
Made me weak in the knees
Oh I wish I had a river
Oh I wish I had a river
I could skate away on
I could skate away on
But it don't snow here
I'm so hard to handle
It stays pretty green
I'm selfish and I'm sad
I'm going to make a lot of money
Now I've gone and lost the best baby
Then I'm going to quit this crazy scene
That I ever had
I wish I had a river
Oh I wish I had a river
I could skate away on
I could skate away on
I wish I had a river so long
I wish I had a river so long
I would teach my feet to fly
I would teach my feet to fly
Oh I wish I had a river
Oh I wish I had a river
I could skate away on
I made my baby say goodbye
I made my baby cry
It's coming on Christmas
They're cutting down trees
They're putting up reindeer
And singing songs of joy and peace
I wish I had a river
I could skate away on

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
We are invited to stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Among these gifts are colorful blankets and scarves made by the women of Mom’s Morning Retreat. They will be given to
our local foster care program, so that children entering care will receive our comfort and love.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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The Celebrant continues.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
Scott Lawrence

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Second Sunday of Advent

Page 12

December 9, 2018

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.

Music During Communion | While We Are Waiting, Come
Instrumental

Peace is Flowing Like a River
Traditional; arr. Daniel Charles Damon

Second Sunday of Advent

Page 14

December 9, 2018

Come and Fill Our Hearts
Text: Psalm 137, Taizé Community | Music Jacques Berthier

Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.

Song after Communion | You Gotta Sing
African American Spiritual

You gotta sing when your spirit says sing
When your spirit says sing
You gotta sing right along
You gotta sing when your spirit says sing
You gotta shout when your spirit says
shout
You gotta shout when your spirit says
shout
When your spirit says shout
You gotta shout right out loud
Shout when your spirit says shout

Second Sunday of Advent

You gotta hum when your spirit says hum
You gotta hum when your spirit says hum
When your spirit says hum
You gotta hum right along
You gotta hum when your spirit says
hum, mm
You gotta sing when your spirit says sing
You gotta sing when your spirit says sing
When your spirit says sing
You gotta sing right along
You gotta sing when your spirit says sing
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May your love overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you
determine what is best. May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the
darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God be upon you, Christ’s peace be
with you, and the Spirit surround you, now and always. Amen.
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Closing Song | People Get Ready
by Curtis Mayfield

Birthday and Anniversaries
Announcements
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Rain Song
The radio blares "Dialogue of Souls,"
and the woman who hated clouds
watches the sky.
Where is the sea now? she asks.
Where is it from here?
What is its name?—
this rain on a morning ride to school,
winter, my seventh year,
my father driving
through rain, his eyes fixed on a world
of credit and debt. On the
radio, devotion to
the lifter of harm from those who despair,
knower of secrets with the knowledge of certainty.
Not even the anguish of those
years, the heavy
traffic, cold and wind could have
touched me. I was certain the palm
holding me would be
struck again. Chance allows
for that and for stars to throb
in reachable depths.
Filled with grief bordering happiness,
I didn't care if I was safe,
whether the storm
was over, only that it came, the slash
of lightning, the groaning sky,
and the storms we made,
how rain stripped everything of urgency,
how to the lifter of harm rise
those who despair.
~ Khaled Mattawa
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News from Grace | December 9, 2018
Notes and Reminders
2018 Annual Pledge Reminder
A Note from the Treasurer
Please help us pay our December expenses by fulfilling your 2018 pledge by the end of the year. For tax purposes we must
receive your payment by December 31, although we do not close the books on 2018 until January 31 (payments made in January
will be credited to your 2018 pledge). If you are transferring stock, please email or call the office and ask for the instructions
sheet. If your institution is transferring a payment directly, please let me know since they often do not include the donor’s name.
In January you will get a statement from Grace detailing all payments made to Grace in 2018. Questions: Debora Schenk,
(deborah.schenk@nyu.edu). Thank you!

Ongoing Outreach
KIAC, Warm Things, Giving Tree
Thanks to all who so generously contributed to the Giving Tree, put up in partnership with La Iglesia de la Resurrección in Mount
Vernon. As you might have seen, the tree is now empty of tags, with an abundance of gifts underneath it! We are planning our
delivery of the gifts to Mount Vernon and will be seeking assistance. Do you have a truck, van, or other spacious vehicle? Contact
Wren (wren@gracehere.org) or Kim (kim@gracehere.org) if you’re interested in lending a hand.
We’re also continuing our Warm Things Drive for Streets of Seattle, and our Children's Coat Drive for Kitsap Immigrant Assistance
Center. Bins are in the narthex.

Upcoming Events and Programs
December 11
Soup Supper & Advent Program: Listening | 6:15-8:15 pm at Grace
Dinner together followed by a children’s hour with Wren and an adult program with Kathie McCarthy, “Listening: Zechariah’s
Song.” End with Evensong. Nursery care will be available. RSVP: office@gracehere.org.

December 12
Healing Eucharist & Bible Study: The Magnificat led by Maggie Finley | 10:30 am-noon
During Advent, our Bible study will follow the theme “Songs of Listening, Waiting & Expectation,” focusing on the three Canticles
in St. Luke’s Gospel. Maggie Finley, BCC, is a retired chaplain from Providence Hospice of Seattle.

December 13
Youth Advent Party | TBA
Save the date for a Thursday evening youth celebration! Details will be coming early this week.
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December 14
Men’s Group Christmas Party | 6:30-8:30 pm
At the home of Proctor Schenk. See a signup link in this week’s eNews; please RSVP by December 12. Questions: Eric Matthews,
eric@ericEmatthews.com.

December 15
Landscaping Work Party | 9 am to noon
Volunteers are always welcome. Information: Martin Garthwaite, martin@garthwaite.biz.

December 18
Streets of Seattle | 5 pm meal prep in the Grace kitchen followed by meal service in Seattle
Help provide a warm, healthy dinner to members of Seattle’s homeless community. Details and a signup link are at
gracehere.org/blog/streets-of-seattle.

Soup Supper & Advent Program: Waiting | 6:15-8:15 pm at Grace
Dinner together followed by a children’s hour with Wren and an adult program with ornithologist Ted Anderson, “Waiting: Birds in
Winter.” End with Evensong. Nursery care will be available. RSVP: office@gracehere.org.

December 19
Healing Eucharist & Bible Study: Song of Simeon | 10:30 am-noon
During Advent, our Bible study will follow the theme “Songs of Listening, Waiting & Expectation,” focusing on the three Canticles in
St. Luke’s Gospel.

December 23
Christmas Pageant
Our Pageant will take place during the 9:30 liturgy.

December 24 & 25
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Liturgies
5:30 pm December 24 | Carols, festive children’s liturgy, and Eucharist. Nursery care will be available.
9:30 pm December 24 | Contemplative liturgy with Eucharist and candlelight.
9:30 am December 25 | Quiet, meditative Eucharistic celebration.

For details, see gracehere.org/advent-2018.
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