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Grace Episcopal Church 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 16, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am 

Ministers | All of Us 

Rector | Wren Blessing 

Music | Wendi Olinger 

Tribe | Maple 
 

 

 

 

Eight Analytical Questions 
 

Who decides the shape of rocks, 

the curl of cedar branches, the ripples 

wrinkled down a bedrock stream? 

Why do I dream of crows winking like black eyes across the sky? 

Who discovered salt? What is the source of two objects 

against each other: a bug against a leaf,  

the leaf against a bed of moss, the moss 

against the earth, the earth against the womb 

the moon has made from circling the earth, the womb 

against the boundless sea of heaven? Who 

decreed when spring should start? Whose task is it 

to grant the rain permission to fall and feed 

the rivers? Who draws rings around the hearts of trees? 

Upon my soul, I wonder who invented beauty? 

~  Maurice Manning 
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A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated. 

Gathering Song | Wait for the Lord 
Words: Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

A Call to Worship 
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand. 
 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living one.  

People  You come to your people and set them free. 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting  Adapted from Jerome Berryman, Godly Play, Volume 3 

First speaker This is the candle of the Prophets, this is the candle of the Holy Family. This 

is the candle that helps us remember the shepherds who were standing in 

the fields around Bethlehem keeping their sheep. They were trying to stay 

awake to protect the sheep.  
 

Second speaker Suddenly, there was so much light in the sky that it hurt their eyes. They 

were afraid. Their hearts were beating loudly, and above the beating of their 

hearts, heard singing. The angels were singing, “Don’t be afraid.”  
 

First speaker Angels often say that, because it is scary to have a messenger of God come 

to you. The angels singing sounded something like this: “Don’t be afraid. 

We bring you tidings of great joy. Peace on earth and good will to everyone. 

Go. Hurry. Run to Bethlehem to see the Child who will change everything.” 
 

Second speaker Look, there is something different about this candle. It is the color of roses. 

It is to remind us of the great joy that the angels sang of. Even if it is very 

serious to get ready to come close to a great mystery like Christmas, you 

can’t be serious all of the time as you get ready. Today, it is time for a little 

celebration. 
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We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Renew us in your love, O God, as we sing for joy before you. In your great power, open the 

wells of salvation. Grow in us fruit worthy of repentance, and in every corner of the earth, 

turn shame to rejoicing and need into thanksgiving. By the nearness of your Spirit, make all 

our days praise. Amen. 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter Jerusalem! 
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The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 

he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

you shall fear disaster no more. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; 

do not let your hands grow weak. 

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 

a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

he will renew you in his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing 

as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, 

so that you will not bear reproach for it. 

I will deal with all your oppressors 

at that time. 

And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you home, 

at the time when I gather you; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 

After the reading, the reader will say 
 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and say the Song. 

The First Song of Isaiah | Isaiah 12:2-6 
 

Behold God is my salvation  

I will trust and will not be afraid, 

for the Lord God is my strength and my song 

and has become my salvation. 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation  

and in that day all of you will say, 

Give thanks and call upon the name of the Lord  

make known among the nations what the Lord has done, 

proclaim that the name of the Lord is exalted. 

Sing praises for the Lord has triumphed gloriously  

let this be known in all the earth. 

Shout and sing for joy you people of God  

for great in your midst is the Holy One. 

 

 

We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 
 
After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Third Sunday of Advent                                                      Page 6                                                                    December 16, 2018 

 

We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | The Voice of God 
By Cathy Tisel Nelson 
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel | Luke 3:7-18 
 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 

begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able 

from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root 

of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire." 

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, 

"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 

must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

"Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to 

them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 

with your wages." 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 

saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

After the Gospel the Celebrant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 

 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  
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We gather in prayer. 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Leader    “Give thanks and call upon the name of the Lord.” 
 

 All  God of mercy, we wait for you. 

 
  

  
 
 
 

 

 

Leader    “With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation and in that day all of 

you will say, Give thanks and call upon the name of the Lord.”  We bring you 

our questions, our doubt, and our fear. Show us your ways. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader  God of mercy, we wait for you. 

All   

 
 

 

Leader  “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be known to God.” 

We offer prayers for those on our prayer list. We bring you our grief and our 

weariness. Show us your new life. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader  God of mercy, we wait for you. 

All    
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Leader    “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

We pray for refugees, for all who suffer from abuse, and for those without a safe 

home. We bring you our fear. Show us your compassion. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader  God of mercy, we wait for you. 

All    

 
 

 

Leader    “Shout and sing for joy you people of God: for great in your midst is the Holy 

One.”  

We give thanks for the gifts of the earth and for relationships that sustain our 

lives. We bring you our gratitude. Show us your faithfulness. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.  
 

Leader  God of mercy, we wait for you. 

All    

 
 
 

Adapted from a prayer by Sam Wells and Abigail Kocher in Shaping the Prayers of the People. 

 

Leader  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

All  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins,  

known and unknown, 

things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. 
 

Celebrant We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord 

be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

After the peace, we are seated.   

Offertory Song | Home by Richard Louis Simmonds | Stephen Christopher Jones 
Offered by Maggie Finley 

 

When I think of home 

I think of a place where there's love overflowing 

I wish I was home 

I wish I was back there with the things I been 

knowing 

 

Wind that makes the tall grass bend into leaning 

Suddenly the raindrops that fall have a meaning 

Sprinklin' the scene, makes it all clean 

 

Maybe there's a chance for me to go back there 

Now that I have some direction 

It would sure be nice to be back home 

Where there's love and affection 

And just maybe I can convince time to slow up 

Giving me enough time in my life to grow up 

Time be my friend, let me start again 

 

Suddenly my world has changed its face 

But I still know where I'm going 

I have had my mind spun around in space 

And yet I've watched it growing 

If you're list'ning God 

Please don't make it hard to know 

If we should believe in the things that we see 

Tell us, should we run away 

Should we try and stay 

Or would it be better just to let things be? 

 

Living here, in this brand new world 

Might be a fantasy 

But it taught me to love 

So it's real, real to me 

 

And I've learned 

That we must look inside our hearts 

To find a world full of love 

Like yours 

Like mine 

 

Like home… 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

We are invited to stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
The Celebrant continues.  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you 

as we sing:  
Scott Lawrence         

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. 
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Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.  
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made.  
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.   
 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
 

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s 
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a 

wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 

 

 

Music during Communion | Selections from Opus 7 by Felix Mendelssohn 

“Gently and With Emotion” and “With Longing” 

Offered by Jim Quitslund 
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Creator of the Stars of Night 
 Words: Latin, 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. | Music: Conditor alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4 
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Our Darkness is Never Darkness 
Words: Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Following Communion we share silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

 

Song after Communion | Wade in the Water 
African American Spritual  
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We stand and say together 

 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant offers a blessing. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path; and the blessing of God be upon you, Christ’s love protect you, and the Spirit 

surround you, now and always. Amen. 
 

 

Closing Song | Joyful, Joyful 

Words:  Henry Van Dyke | Music:  Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven; arranged by Mervyn Warren  
 

Joyful, Joyful 

Lord, we adore Thee 

God of glory 

Lord of love 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee 

Hail Thee as the sun above 

 

Melt the clouds of sin, sin and sadness 

Drive the dark of doubt away 

Drive it away 

Giver of immortal gladness 

Fill us 

Fill us with the light of day 

Light of day! 

       Repeat once 
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Birthday and Anniversaries  
 

 

Announcements 
 

 

Dismissal  
Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Janitor 
 

After the baptism I cleaned out the tank, 

Walls still slick with redemption. 
 

The drain guzzled its holy deluge; 

bristles of a broom vibrated 

 

the fiberglass floor. I raided the closets 

for solvents, but nothing, even scrubbing 
 

on my knees, could erase dark prints 

from the pastor’s black shoes, real marks, 
 

not mythical but material, permanent 

from wherever he stepped before church 
 

showing exactly where he stood as, one by one, 

he dipped bodies backwards into heaven. 

 
~ David Wright 
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Advent Calendar 
 

He will come like last leaf’s fall. 

One night when the November wind 

has flayed the trees to bone, and earth 

wakes choking on the mould, 

the soft shroud’s folding. 

 

He will come like frost. 

One morning when the shrinking earth 

opens on mist, to find itself 

arrested in the net 

of alien, sword-set beauty. 

 

He will come like dark. 

One evening when the bursting red 

December sun draws up the sheet 

and penny-masks its eye to yield 

the star-snowed fields of sky. 

 

He will come, will come, 

will come like crying in the night, 

like blood, like breaking, 

as the earth writhes to toss him free. 

He will come like child. 
 

~ Rowan Williams 
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News from Grace | December 16, 2018 

Upcoming Events and Programs 

December 18   
Streets of Seattle | 5 pm starting in the Grace kitchen 

Help provide a warm, healthy dinner to members of Seattle's homeless community. More information and a 

volunteer signup link are at gracehere.org/blog/streets-of-seattle. We are also seeking help with organizing 

clothing and coat donations before Tuesday's trip. Contact Diane (office@gracehere.org) to serve in this 

way. Finally, if you have unused ferry tickets that will soon expire, bring them to the office! The Streets of 

Seattle crew can put them to good use for our trip.  

Family Soup Supper & Advent Program | 6:15-8:15 pm 

Family dinner followed by children’s programming with Wren and an adult program with ornithologist Ted 

Anderson, Nature and Religious Metaphor: Bird Song. RSVP: office@gracehere.org. General questions: 

kim@gracehere.org.  

December 19  

Healing Eucharist and Bible Study | 10:30 am to noon 

This week, we study The Song of Simeon.  

December 23 

Christmas Pageant  

Our Pageant will take place during the 9:30 liturgy. Contact Kim, kim@gracehere.org, with questions. This 

service, along with our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, will be crowded. Look for special parking 

information in next week’s eNews.  

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Liturgies 

December 24 | 5:30 pm  

Carols, festive children's liturgy, and Eucharist. Nursery care will be available.  

December 24 | 9:30 pm 

Contemplative liturgy with Eucharist and candlelight. 

December 25 | 9:30 am  

Quiet, meditative Eucharistic celebration.  

December 28  

Super Suppers | 3 pm at Eagle Harbor Congregational Church 

Help prepare and serve a free meal for our neighbors in Winslow! Details and a signup link are at 

gracehere.org/blog/grace-super-suppers.  

January 9 
CPR/AED Training | 5 pm at Grace 

All members of Grace, particularly those in leadership roles, are invited to participate in CPR/AED Training. Cost: 

$20, scholarships available. Register with Diane, office@gracehere.org. More details are on the “Grace Helpers 

in Action” blog post at gracehere.org/news-events.  

 

       

         


