Grace Episcopal Church
Fourth Sunday of Advent and Pageant
December 23, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Wendi Olinger
Tribe | Rhododendron

Detail “Shall Come Home with Joy” by Jan Richardson

After the Annunciation
This is the irrational season
when love blooms bright and wild.
Had Mary been filled with reason
there’d have been no room for the child.
~ Madeleine L’Engle

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Wait for the Lord
Words: Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
People

Blessed are you, holy and living one.
You come to your people and set them free.

Advent Wreath Lighting
First speaker

Today we light the fourth candle on our wreath and we remember the three
kings, the Magi, the wise men. I wonder if you can find them in this room
today.

Second speaker

They came from far in the East, and they were so wise that people thought
they were magic. Of all the things they knew, they knew the most about the
stars. They knew where each star was supposed to be at each time of year.

First speaker

They saw the wild star. It was not on any of their star maps. It went where it
wanted to go. It did not stay put. They decided to follow the wild star to see
where it was going and what it wanted to show them.

Second speaker

They followed the star all the way to Bethlehem, but they came from so far
away that they got there after the baby was born. They usually don’t arrive
until January 6th but we remember them because, like us, they are on the way
to Bethlehem.
Adapted from Jerome Berryman, Godly Play Vol. 3
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | O Come, O Come Emmanuel

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God who surprises, you are the One who has called us friend. Move us to receive you and
our neighbors with joy. Remember your promise of mercy and through us, fill those who
hunger with your good gifts. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

WE TELL THE STORY
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Page 3

December 23, 2018

We are seated for the reading at the 8:00 am liturgy.

The First Reading | Micah 5:2-5a
You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
After the reading, the reader will say

The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Page 4

December 23, 2018

We stand and say the Song of Mary at the 8:00 liturgy.

The Song of Mary | Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever.
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We are seated for the second reading at the 8:00 liturgy.

The Second Reading | Hebrews 10:5-10
When Christ came into the world, he said,
"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God'
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me)."
When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law),
then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to
establish the second. And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Canticle of the Turning
Words: Rory Cooney | Music: Irish Melody; arr. Rory Cooney
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Luke 1:39-45
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of
my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord."
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
At 9:30, children of Grace will present the pageant, followed by brief reflections from the Rector. Use the playbill in your
bulletin to follow along during the pageant. In place of the pageant at 8:00, the Rector will offer reflections on the Gospel
reading.
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
We gather in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
Leader

“…and he shall be the one of peace.”

All

God of mercy, we wait for you.
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Leader

“God has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our
fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.”
We pray for people around the world who long for your coming. We bring you
our questions, our doubt, and our fears. Show us your ways.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Leader

“God has mercy on those who fear God in every generation.”
We offer prayers for those on our prayer list. We bring you our grief and our
weariness. Show us your new life.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Leader

“God has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.”
We pray for refugees, for all who suffer from abuse, and for those without a safe
home. We bring you our fear. Show us your compassion.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All
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Leader

“As soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy.”
We give thanks for the gifts of the earth and for relationships that sustain our
lives. We bring you our gratitude. Show us your faithfulness.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader

God of mercy, we wait for you.

All

Adapted from a prayer by Sam Wells and Abigail Kocher in Shaping the Prayers of the People.
Leader

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

All

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord
be always with you.
And also with you.
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After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | Hallelujah Words: Alan Gee & Scott Lawrence | Music: Leonard Cohen
Offered by Ingrid Griffin

I heard about a baby boy
Who comes to earth all full of joy
So I just want to sing this song to ya
It goes like this, the fourth the fifth
The minor fall the major lift
With every breath I’m singing, Hallelujah.

Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Now instead of fear you feel
A love that time cannot steal
No darkness can conceal the light within you
This loving grace, this love divine,
Seeking all that’s lost will find
The ever-living singing Hallelujah.

Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
And then, as now, the very wise
Seek an answer in the skies
A start so bright it seems to shine right through ya.
And if, like they, we see the light
And follow to the holy site
We share with them a precious Hallelujah

Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Hallelujah, Hallelujah

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
We are invited to stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
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Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
Scott Lawrence

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
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your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music during Communion | How Can I Keep from Singing?
Robert Lowry
Offered by Kim Cockroft

My life flows on in endless song,
above earth's lamentation.
I hear the clear, though faroff hymn
that hails a new creation.
Refrain:
No storm can shake my inmost calm
while to that Rock I'm clinging.
Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth,
how can I keep from singing?
Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear that music ringing.
It finds an echo in my soul.
How can I keep from singing?
(Refrain)
What though my joys and comforts die?
I know my Savior liveth.
What though the darkness gather round?
Songs in the night he giveth.
(Refrain)
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since I am his!
How can I keep from singing?
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Each Winter as the Year Grows Older
Words: William Gay | Music: CAROL OF HOPE; Annabel Gay; acc. By Marty Haugen
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My Soul in Stillness Waits
Text: Pslam 95 and “O” Antiphons; Marty Haugen | Music: Marty Haugen

Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.
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Song after Communion | While We are Waiting, Come
by Claire Cloninger

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path and God’s peace be upon you, Christ’s friendship be with you, and the Spirit’s mercy
surround you now and always. Amen.

Closing Song | Sing Noel
African Noel

Sing Noel, Sing, Noel, Noel, Noel;
Sing Noel, Sing, Noel, Noel, Noel;
(Repeat)
Sing We All Noel; Sing We All Noel;
Sing We All Noel; Sing We All Noel;
(Repeat first section)

Birthday and Anniversaries
Announcements
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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December 23
Christmas Pageant
Our Pageant takes place during the 9:30 liturgy.

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Liturgies
December 24 | 5:30 pm
Carols, festive children's liturgy, and Eucharist. Nursery care will be available.
December 24 | 9:30 pm
Contemplative liturgy with carols, Eucharist, and candlelight.
December 25 | 9:30 am
Quiet, meditative Eucharistic celebration.

December 28
Super Suppers | 3 pm at Eagle Harbor Congregational Church
Help prepare and serve a free meal for our neighbors in Winslow. Details and a signup link are at
gracehere.org/blog/grace-super-suppers.

January 6
The Feast of the Epiphany | 9:30 am
Crowns, King cake, and carols

January 9
CPR/AED Training | 5 pm at Grace
All are invited to participate. Cost: $20, scholarships available. Register: office@gracehere.org. Details
on the “Grace Helpers in Action” blog post at gracehere.org/news-events.

January 10
Youth Dinner & Forum on Climate Change | 6 pm
Details to come.

January 13
Community Conversation about Grace’s Outreach Programs | 11:30 am
Save the date for this community conversation, to be facilitated by Chuck Bombardier, Patty
Robinson, and Wren Blessing. Open to all. More information to come.

January 15
“Listening to the Universe” | 7 pm
With astrophysicist Bob Abel. Nursery care provided. Information: Kim Cockroft, Minister for Faith
Formation, kim@gracehere.org.

Notes and reminders
Grace Annual Giving
It’s not too late to pledge your financial support to Grace for 2019. Help us continue to deepen our
roots and spread our branches by making your pledge. Contact Julie Shryock, Annual Giving Chair, for
more information, 206.842.6741, or visit gracehere.org/annual-giving.
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