CHRISTMAS EVE | 2018
GRACE CHURCH

Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Martin Cockroft & Wendi Olinger
Christingles: We celebrate this Christmas Eve with Christingles, which means “Christ light.” In
18th century England, Moravians shared Christingles with children, who would carry them home
from church and set them on their windowsills. Tonight, children will receive these oranges and
candles before the homily, and are welcome to snack on the candy that is attached. We will pass
the light from candle to candle as we sing Silent Night.

Shepherds:
Let us not run to learn
How to love and run;
Let us run to Love
~ W.H. Auden
from For the Time Being, A Christmas Oratorio

Welcome to Grace Church!
It is a joy to draw near to the mystery of Christmas with you tonight. Whether you’ve been at
Grace for decades or seldom set foot in a church, whether you’re visiting from out of town or
down the street, we are delighted that you are here. Grace is enriched by your presence.
A few practical notes as you get comfortable:
First, please use this bulletin to join in the songs, silence, gifts, and prayers of this night. We all
help to celebrate the liturgy. If you do not wish to take the bulletin home, leave it behind so that
we can share and recycle.
Second, people of all ages and energy levels belong in our gathering. Please smile at a child who
is near you. Activity bags for children are available by the front doors. If you are in the company of
a child who needs to wander around the hallway or stretch, don’t hesitate to follow their lead:
take a walk, admire the artwork on our walls, then come back in.
During Communion, everyone is invited to receive the bread and the wine, God’s gifts to all who
hunger. Please join in the circle as space opens. Remember, there’s no wrong way to enter in! As
you receive, tell us if you prefer gluten free bread.
We hope you will return to Grace Church in the weeks to come. Our celebration is just
beginning!
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A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Be Still at the 5:30 liturgy
by Isaac Slade, Joseph King, David Welsh, Ben Wysocki

Be still and know that I'm with you
Be still and know that I am here
Be still and know that I'm with you
Be still, be still, and know

And when you go through the valley
And the shadow comes down from the hill
If morning never comes to be
Be still, be still, be still

When darkness comes upon you
And colors you with fear and shame
Be still and know that I'm with you
And I will say your name

If you forget the way to go
And lose where you came from
If no one is standing beside you
Be still and know I am

If terror falls upon your bed
And sleep no longer comes
Remember all the words I said
Be still, be still, and know

Be still and know that I'm with you
Be still and know I am

Angels We Have Heard on High – Gloria at the 9:30 liturgy
Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick | Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand. The Advent wreath is lighted.
Celebrant
All
Celebrant
All
Celebrant
All
Celebrant
All

Arise, shine, for your light has come.
On this holy night we go to Bethlehem.
The glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
On this holy night we dream and sing.
All creation holds its breath.
On this holy night the angels rejoice.
The One for whom we have waited is come.
On this holy night, God is in our midst.

We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | O Come, All Ye Faithful
Words: John Francis Wade; tr. Frederick Oakeley |Music: Adeste fideles, present melody att. John Francis

Christmas Eve

Page 4

2018

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of hope, this night is filled with the brightness of your light. In you, the low is lifted
high. We rejoice, we wonder, we stand before you in love. Meet us now in our hopes and
fears. Shine your light upon our path. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Isaiah 62:6-12
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night
they shall never be silent.
You who remind the Lord,
take no rest,
and give him no rest
until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
The Lord has sworn by his right hand
and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain
to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine
for which you have labored;
but those who garner it shall eat it
and praise the Lord,
and those who gather it shall drink it
in my holy courts.
Go through, go through the gates,
prepare the way for the people;
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build up, build up the highway,
clear it of stones,
lift up an ensign over the peoples.
The Lord has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
"See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him."
They shall be called, "The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the Lord";
and you shall be called, "Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken."
After the reading, the reader will say
The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Titus 3:4-7
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
After the reading, the reader will say
All
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | The First Nowell
Text: English Carol, 17th C; Tune: The First Nowell, Irregular; English Melody; harm. From Christmas Carols New and
Old. 1871
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
At the beginning of the homily, children are invited to join Wren for a brief conversation. They will return
to their seats with Christingles.

Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
We share in prayers written by Grace’s children. We begin and end our prayers by singing together:

Leader

God, you come to everyone. We pray for people all over the world who hope in
you tonight.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

Leader

We pray for those who are hurt or who are in trouble. We pray especially for
refugees. We bring you our sadness and tiredness. Show us how to follow you.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

Leader

We pray for people in need of food, water, joy, hope, a safe home, friends.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

Leader

Give us mercy to understand that what we did is in the past. Help us to feel your
hug on the inside and on the outside.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All
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Leader

We pray for all creatures, big and small.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

Leader

We thank you for people we love who have died.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

Leader

We give thanks for all things that give us joy.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord
be always with you.
And also with you.

After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | In the Bleak Midwinter Soloists Kim Cockroft and Merry Cockroft
at the 5:30 liturgy

O Holy Night Solo by Stephanie Reese at the 9:30 liturgy
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It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
We are invited to stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music during Communion | Lo, How A Rose Ere Blooming
Solo by Don Warkentin

Come and Fill Our Hearts
Text: Psalm 137; Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.
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Song after Communion | Silent Night
Words & Music: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885). Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz
Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910)
In the darkness, light will be passed from the Christ candle around the nave.

Hymn after Communion: Silent N ight

Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885)
Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910)
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, grant
you peace and favor, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the good news. And the
blessing of God be upon you, Christ’s peace be with you, and the Spirit surround you, now
and always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn | Joy to the World!
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Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude | Happy Christmas
by John Lennon
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A Christmas Hymn
"And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.
And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would
immediately cry out."
---St. Luke XIX, 39-40

A stable-lamp is lighted
Whose glow shall wake the sky;
The stars shall bend their voices,
And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry,
And straw like gold shall shine;
A barn shall harbor heaven,
A stall become a shrine.

Yet he shall be forsaken,
And yielded up to die;
The sky shall groan and darken,
And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry
For stony hearts of men:
God's blood upon the spearhead,
God's love refused again.

This child through David's city
Shall ride in triumph by;
The palm shall strew its branches,
And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry,
Though heavy, dull, and dumb,
And lie within the roadway
To pave his kingdom come.

But now, as at the ending,
The low is lifted high;
The stars shall bend their voices,
And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry
In praises of the child
By whose descent among us
The worlds are reconciled.
~ Richard Wilbur
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Remembering that it happened once,
We cannot turn away the thought,
As we go out, cold, to our barns
Toward the long night’s end, that we
Ourselves are living in the world
It happened in when it first happened,
That we ourselves, opening a stall
(A latch thrown open countless times
Before), might find them breathing there,
Foreknown: the Child bedded in straw,
The mother kneeling over Him,
The husband standing in belief
He scarcely can believe, in light
That lights them from no source we see,
An April morning’s light, the air
Around them joyful as a choir.
We stand with one hand on the door,
Looking into another world
That is this world, the pale daylight
Coming just as before, our chores
To do, the cattle all awake,
Our own frozen breath hanging
In front of us; and we are here
As we have never been before,
Sighted as not before, our place
Holy, although we knew it not.
~ Wendell Berry from A Timbered Choir
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Join us at Grace in January…
January 6, 9:30 am: The Feast of the Epiphany with crowns, King Cake, and carols
January 10, 6 pm: Youth dinner and forum on Climate Change
January 15, 7 pm: “Listening to the Universe” with astrophysicist Bob Abel (nursery
care provided)
January 17, 9:30 – 11 am: Mom’s Morning Retreat
January 22, 5 pm: Streets of Seattle
January 24, 6 pm: Youth film & faith conversation
January 25, 3 pm: Grace Super Suppers
Ongoing:
Collecting hygiene kits for distribution with our Streets of Seattle Ministry. Baskets
are in the narthex.
11:15 am Sundays: Poetry as Prayer Practice
10-11:45 am each 4th Monday: Knitting into the Mystery
10:30 am to noon Wednesdays: Healing Eucharist and Bible Study
9:30-11 am each 2nd and 4th Friday: Compassionate Caring Support Group
Grace’s Music Circle and children’s music program are led by Martin Cockroft
(martin@gracehere.org).
Faith Formation programs for children and adults are led by Kim Cockroft
(kim@gracehere.com).
Youth activities are led by Rector Wren Blessing (wren@gracehere.org).
For details about all events at Grace and to sign up for weekly eNews, contact
Communications Director Lindsay Masters (communications@gracehere.org).
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