“For Glory” Jan Richardson

Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Jim Quitslund

CHRISTMAS DAY | 2019
GRACE CHURCH

Prelude | Once in Royal David’s City
Irby, melody Henry John Gauntlett; harm. Arthur Henry Mann
Offered by Jim Quitslund & Isaac Hanto

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | What Child is This
Words: William Chatterton | Music: Greensleeves, English melody
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
All
Celebrant
All
Celebrant
All

Shout for joy the whole earth, and all who live upon it!
Arise, shine, for your light has come.
The mountains sing, the seas resound;
the stars shine forth, our song rings out:
Unto us a child us born.
Come, let us adore him!

Opening Song | Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming
Words: St. 1-2, German; tr. Theodore Baker. St. 3, German, Freidrich Layritz; tr. Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth.
Music: Es ist ein Ros. Melody from Alte Catholische Greistliche Kirchengesäng.
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The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of hope, this morning shines with the brightness of your light. Where sorrow endures,
bring comfort. Where division excludes, give grace. Where bondage confines, bring
freedom. Meet us as we gather, and grant us courage to begin again today, to grow with you
in humility and in love. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Prayer adapted from Abigail Kocher and Sam Wells. Eucharistic Prayers (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2016)

WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
(Reading continues on the following page.)
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authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 96
From the New Zealand Prayerbook

O sing to the Lord a new song
sing to the Lord all the earth.
Sing, and give praise to God’s name
tell the glad news of salvation from day to day.
Proclaim God’s glory to the nations
God’s marvellous deeds to all the peoples.
For you O Lord are great and highly to be praised
more to be feared than all the gods.
The gods of the nations are no more than idols
but you O Lord are the one who made the heavens.
Glory and majesty attend you
strength and beauty are in your sanctuary.
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the nations
ascribe to the Lord honour and might.
Ascribe due honour to God’s holy name
bring offerings, and enter the courts of the Lord.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
let the whole earth stand in awe.
Proclaim to the nations, ‘The Lord is king
the Lord has made the world so firm it cannot be moved,
and will judge the peoples with justice.’
Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth be glad
let the sea roar and all the creatures in it.
Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them
then all the trees of the forest
will shout with joy before the Lord.
For you Lord are coming to judge the earth
with righteousness you will judge the world,
and the peoples with your truth.
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Gospel Song | O Come, All Ye Faithful
Words: John Francis Wade; tr. Frederick Oakeley | Music: Adeste fideles, present melody att. John Francis
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People
Christmas Day

The Gospel of the Lord.
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
At the beginning of the homily, children are invited to join Wren in the center for a brief conversation.
They will return to their seats with Christingles.

Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
We begin and end our prayers by singing together:

Leader

Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord all the earth.

Leader

“There shall be endless peace.”
God of peace, we pray for healing among all nations. Give us, and give our
world’s leaders, vision to lay aside self-interest, and courage to seek
reconciliation.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To us a child is born.
Come let us adore him.

Leader

“Let the heavens rejoice. Let the earth be glad.”
Move each of us to rejoice in and protect the gifts of the earth, and to share
them with future generations.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To us a child is born.
Come let us adore him.

Leader

“Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing which has taken place.”
Bless all who are traveling this week. Provide for those who, like the holy family,
have no place to stay, lack security to rely on, or find that they are strangers in a
new place.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All
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Leader

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and
laid him in a manger because there was no place for them in the inn.”
Thank you for those who welcome us into their lives during this season. Make us
people of comfort and encouragement for any who are alone, bereaved, or who
struggle in addiction.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To us a child is born.
Come let us adore him.

Leader

“Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined.”
Draw near to all who grieve the loss of those with whom they have shared
Christmases past. Bless any who are separated from those they love today, and
use us to heal divisions in our families and communities.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To us a child is born.
Come let us adore him.

Prayers adapted from Samuels and Abigail Kocher. Shaping the Prayers of the People: the Art of Intercession (Grand
Rapids: Eerdman’s, 2014).

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord
be always with you.
And also with you.

After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | Instrumental: In dulci jubilo Offered by Jim Quitslund
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WE GATHER AROUND THE TABLE
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
The Celebrant continues.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
Words: Steve Garnaas Holmes | Melody: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer
alcohol free wine, or a wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music During Communion | O, Little Town of Bethlehem
Words: Phillips Brooks | Music: St. Louis, Lewis H. Redner
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It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
Words: Edmund H. Sears | Music: Carol, Richard Storrs Willis
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Song after Communion | Silent Night
Words: Joseph Mohr; tr. John Freeman Young. Music: Stille Nacht, Franz Xaver Gruber harm. Carl H. Reinecke

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, fill you
with joy, and make you heralds of the good news. And the blessing of God be upon you,
Christ’s peace fill you, and the Spirit’s love surround you, now and always. Amen

Closing Song | The First Nowell
Text: English Carol, 17th C; Tune: The First Nowell, Irregular; English Melody; harm. From Christmas Carols New and
Old. 1871

Dismissal
Celebrant
People
Christmas Day

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Mary at the Nativity
by Tania Runyan from A Thousand Vessels

Excerpted from “A Christmas Hymn”
by Richard Wilbur from Advice to a Prophet and Other
Poems (1961)

"And some of the Pharisees from among
the multitude said unto him, Master,
rebuke thy disciples.
And he answered and said unto them, I
tell you that, if these should hold their
peace, the stones would immediately cry
out."
—St. Luke XIX, 39-40

Now I can’t stop touching his hands,
the pink pebbles of his knuckles,
the soft wrinkle of flesh
between his forefinger and thumb.
I rub his fingernails as we drift
in and out of sleep. They are small
and smooth, like almond petals.
Forever, I will need nothing but these.
But all night, the visitors crowd
around us. I press his palms to my lips
in silence. They look down in anticipation,
as if they expect him
to spill coins from his hands
or raise a gold scepter
and turn swine into angels.

A stable-lamp is lighted
Whose glow shall wake the sky;
The stars shall bend their voices,
And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry,
And straw like gold shall shine;
A barn shall harbor heaven,
A stall become a shrine.

Isn’t this wonder enough
that yesterday he was inside me,
and now he nuzzles next to my heart?
That he wraps his hand around
my finger and holds on?

But now, as at the ending,
The low is lifted high;
The stars shall bend their voices,
And every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry
In praises of the child
By whose descent among us
The worlds are reconciled.

Christmas Day

The angel said there would be no end
to his kingdom. So for three hundred days
I carried rivers and cedars and mountains.
Stars spilled in my belly when he turned.
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Advent Greens & Christmas Flowers
In memory and honor of
John B. Sinclair
John S. Sinclair & Mary Sinclair
Reese & Geraldine Rickards
Betty Wechsler
John Mannering
Robert Cromwell
Margrit Cromwell
Kathy Cromwell
Jean & Bill Bentley
Al & Lee Rohrbacher
Susan Webb
Richard Rohrbacher
Bob & June Glendening
Tom-Eric Lagerloef
Wayne Lagerloef
Karin & Eric Lagerloef
Lucille Lagerloef
Ward & Eleanore Doland
Fred & Ann Shryock
Bryson Allen
Rita Hebard
Barbara Phillips
Carol Loomis
Chuck Munat
Margaret & Richard Bukowsky
Claire & Joseph Morgan
Jim and Beulah Downing
Hilma and Gordon Carlson
Jim Carlson

John Crane
Patricia & Skeets McGrew
Gail Carney
Courtney Morrison
Michelle (Mickie) Stowell
William (Bill) Stowell
Jack Greenawalt
Patrick, Karen, & John Norton
Ken Schuricht
CJ Hall
Adelia Hall
Carroll Hall
Doug Ferguson
Garret Ihler
Bob Peterson
Ellen Peterson
Karin Ihler
Richardson Blair
Evelyn Blair
Webster Hill
Mary Hill
John Schmelzer
Dwight Renfrew III
Margaret & Wilson Byer
Chester Bennett
Nancy Bennett
Lynn Divelbess
Albert Jeffcoat
John & Mildred Bezich

Betty
Ada & Francis
John & Helen
Russ & Betty Heald
Bob Shirlee Belote
Patti Belote
Hobart & Grace Matthews
James Edmund Blaney
C. Dean Martin
Susie Gervich
Evelyn Landress Chamberlain
Laura R. Kirlin
Robert H. McDole
Mark Vandersluis
Barbara Vandersluis
Chuck Lenard
Bill Minteer
Bob & Lee Shaw
Leonard, Lillian, and Kenny
Jefferson & Leila Beck
Ralph & France DeBruler
Bruce & Maggie Polwarth
Dave & Jerry Ekberg
Molly Tyo
Eleanor Ekberg
Joan Lindall
Robert Fisher
Carol Freedman
Peter G. Mitchell
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