Elizabeth VanDuine

Grace Episcopal Church
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 12, 2019 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Preacher | Olivia Vessenes
Music | Martin Cockroft
Tribe | Cedar
Bucolic
boss of the grassy green
boss of the silver puddle
how happy is my lot
to tend the green to catch
the water when it rains
to do the doing Boss
the way the sun wakes up
the leaves they yawn a bit
each day a little more
for a tiny reason then
when the leaves outgrow their green
the wind unwinds them Boss
that's the way you go around
if you loose me like a leaf

if you unburden me
if I untaste the taste
of being bossed by you
don't boss me down to dust
may I become a flower
when my blossom Boss is full
boss a bee to my blue lips
that one drop of my bloom
would softly drop into
your sweetness once again
if I go round that way
I'll know the doing means
to you what it means to me
a word before all words

“Bucolic I” by Maurice Manning from Bucolics (Harcourt, Inc. 2007).

Prelude
Offered by Abraham Neuwelt.

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Prayer of Peace
Text: Based on a Navajo prayer; David Haas | Music: David Haas

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
After the gathering song, we stand and sing.
Cantor

People

The Celebrant proclaims
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
Words: Isaac Watts; para. of Psalm 23 | Music: Resignation, American folk melody, acc. David Hurd

The Collect
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
You have spoken our names with love since before our beginnings. You nourish us day by day
and walk with us. Restore our souls, Holy One. Feed us and we shall be satisfied, heal us
and we shall be whole, lead us that we may know, trust, and be renewed by your goodness.
Amen.
Celebrant

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Page 3

May 12, 2019

WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Acts 9:36-43
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas.
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and
died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, "Please come to us without delay." So Peter got up and went with them; and
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him,
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was
with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned
to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter,
she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows,
he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm | 23
We stand and say the Psalm.

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Revelation 7:9-17
I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice,
saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”
(Reading continues on the following page.)
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Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he
said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
After the reading, the Reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the Gospel song.

Gospel Song | You Are All We Have
by Francis Patrick O’Brien
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | John 10:22-30
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly."
Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's
name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are
one."
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
At 9:30, reflections are offered by 2019 Grace Church confirmands.
At both liturgies, the homily is offered by Olivia Vessenes.
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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We gather in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
During Eastertide, all members of our community are invited to join in voicing our prayers. Please speak your prayers
aloud as you desire.
Words: Julian of Norwich | Music: Cynthia Bourgeault

Silence
Leader

Holy One, we thank you for the surprise of your life and power of your love.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

God of life,
hear our prayer.

Leader

We bring you the sorrows of our hearts, praying for children and adults whose
lives have been broken by gun violence this week. We pray for peace.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

God of life,
hear our prayer.

Leader

I ask your prayers for the people of God around the world.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

God of life,
hear our prayer.

Leader

We give thanks for the beauty of the earth and for the relationships that sustain
our lives, especially for those who have cared for us with a mother’s love. I
invite your prayers of thanksgiving.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

God of life,
hear our prayer.
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Leader

I ask your prayers for refugees and for all who are separated from loved ones.
We pray for those who are hungry, in prison, sick, or afraid.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

God of life,
hear our prayer.

Leader

I ask your prayers for the concerns of this congregation, especially those on our
prayer list.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

God of life,
hear our prayer.

Leader

We give thanks for those in every generation in whom we have known the love
of God.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

God of life,
hear our prayer.

During our 9:30 liturgy, the Celebrant invites Grace’s confirmands to gather before the people and offers a prayer over
them. All are invited to surround and lay hands on our confirmands.
Please continue to pray for Nita Baer, Andrea Barrineau, Kimberly Cockroft, Lyra Cromwell, Brearley Curfman, Locke
Curfman, Emily Hung, Heather Paar, Joe Paar, Chuck Power, Cara Reinke, Olivia Vessenes, Jillian Webb, and John Webb
as they are confirmed at St. Mark’s Cathedral on Saturday, May 18.

Words: Julian of Norwich | Music: Cynthia Bourgeault
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The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
All

Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song
Offered by Abraham Neuwelt

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
Fourth Sunday of Easter
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.

Music During Communion
Offered by Abraham Neuwelt.

The Blue Green Hills of Earth
by Kim Oler
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Can’t Be Long
by Barbara Hall

You Make Beautiful Things
by Lisa Gungor & Michael Gungor

You make beautiful things
You make beautiful things out of the dust
You make beautiful things
You make beautiful things out of us
You make me new,
You are making me new
You make me new,
You are making me new
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Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.

Song After Communion | The King of Love My Shepherd is
Words: Henry W. Baker from Psalm 23 | Music: ST.COLUMBIA; Gaelic: harm. by A. Gregory Murray, OSB.

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Fourth Sunday of Easter
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The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

Live without fear. The Good Shepherd walks before you to protect you, follows you with
goodness and mercy, and loves you with constancy and with a power that is stronger than
death. And the blessing of God who was and is and is to come, be upon you and remain with
you always. Amen.

Closing Song | Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us

Featuring John Webb.
Words: Hymns for the Young, ca. 1830 | Music: Sicilian melody, from The European Magazine and London Review, 1792.

Birthday and Anniversaries
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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What I Learned from My Mother
I learned from my mother how to love
the living, to have plenty of vases on hand
in case you have to rush to the hospital
with peonies cut from the lawn, black ants
still stuck to the buds. I learned to save jars
large enough to hold fruit salad for a whole
grieving household, to cube home-canned pears
and peaches, to slice through maroon grape skins
and flick out the sexual seeds with a knife point.
I learned to attend viewings even if I didn’t know
the deceased, to press the moist hands
of the living, to look in their eyes and offer
sympathy, as though I understood loss even then.
I learned that whatever we say means nothing,
what anyone will remember is that we came.
I learned to believe I had the power to ease
awful pains materially like an angel.
Like a doctor, I learned to create
from another’s suffering my own usefulness, and once
you know how to do this, you can never refuse.
To every house you enter, you must offer
healing: a chocolate cake you baked yourself,
the blessing of your voice, your chaste touch.
~ Julia Kasdorf from Sleeping Preacher (University of Pittsburgh Press, 1992)

News from Grace | May 12, 2019

Ongoing Grace
Ministries & Programs
Gather in the sanctuary unless
otherwise noted.
Eucharist
8 & 9:30 am Sundays
Poetry as Prayer Practice
11:15 am every other Sunday

Upcoming Events & Programs
May 12

Knitting into the Mystery
10-11:45 am 4th Mondays
Centering Prayer
Noon to 1 pm Tuesdays

Welcome, Abraham Neuwelt
During the 9:30 service today we welcome accomplished percussionist
and teacher Abraham Neuwelt as our guest musician. Say hello today
and visit abrahamneuwelt.bandcamp.com for more information.

Celebrating Our Confirmands
Also at 9:30, we’ll gather around and pray for those who will be
confirmed at Cathedral Day on May 18. Please continue to pray for Nita
Baer, Andrea Barrineau, Kim Cockroft, Brearley Curfman, Locke Curfman,
Lyra Cromwell, Emily Hung, Heather Paar, Joe Paar, Chuck Power, Cara
Reinke, Olivia Vessenes, Jillian Webb, and John Webb.

May 13
Earth and Spirit Film Screening: Paris to Pittsburgh | 6:30 pm
Join Grace’s Earth and Spirit Ministry for a showing of the uplifting new
National Geographic film Paris To Pittsburgh, celebrating the ways in
which Americans are taking action on climate change. Dessert at 6:30
pm, screening at 7 pm. Bring a friend! Discussion to follow.

Seeking Adults for 2019 Summer Camps
We have an urgent need for adults to serve at our summer camps this year. There’s a
role for everyone: sports & games, arts & crafts, science, drama, reading, kitchen
prep, setup & decorations, and much more.
Please sign up on the lists in Walker Hall or email Kim Cockroft, Minister for Faith
Formation, kim@gracehere.org.
Grace Camp runs July 9-12 and Camp Resurrección July 14-19. Past volunteers have
called the summer camp experience transformative. Don’t miss this chance to share
your gifts and make friends with people of all ages!

Thank you!

Healing Eucharist & Bible Study
10:30 am to noon Wednesdays
Grace Music Circle Rehearsals
7 pm Wednesdays. Info:
martin@gracehere.org
Streets of Seattle
5 pm 3rd Tuesdays starting in the
Grace kitchen
Mom’s Morning Retreat
9:30-11 am 1st & 3rd Thursdays
Island Kirtan
7-8:30 pm 1st Thursdays
Compassionate Caring
Support Group
9:30-11 am 2nd & 4th Fridays
Friday Friends Bulletin Folding
10:30 am Fridays
Super Suppers
3 pm the last Friday of every
other month, Eagle Harbor
Congregational Church
Grounds & Trails Work Party
9 am to noon 3rd Saturdays
Team Flower Altar
Arrangements
To participate, contact
janicejeffcoat@msn.com

Upcoming Events & Programs, continued
May 16 & 30
Planning for Memorials at Grace | Noon to 1 pm, Brown Bag, Living Room
Bring lunch and join Wren for either of two sessions focused on planning for our memorials. We’ll talk and
think about how Scripture, story, liturgy, prayers, and song weave together in a funeral liturgy; how we tell
our stories in light of God’s story; and how we live and die with hope. Information: wren@gracehere.org.

May 18
Cathedral Day | 11 am to 3 pm at St. Mark’s, Seattle
All are invited to the festivities at Saint Mark’s! The day will include a grand procession of clergy, choristers,
and confirmation candidates, including Grace’s own confirmands. Food and fun will follow.

May 19
Grace Newcomers’ Dinner | 5-7 pm, Walker Hall
New to Grace? Join us for supper, a welcome by Wren Blessing, and chance to learn more about the Grace
community. Children are welcome. RSVP to Mairead Shutt, maireadshutt@gmail.com or 206.399.3627.

Other News of Note
Summer Camp Registration is Open
Summer Camp at Grace offers many traditional camp activities – games, music, crafts, storytelling, trail
hikes, and service to our community – all provided in the context of love, friendship, and wonder for God's
good world. Registration and details are at gracehere.org/grace-kids.

Seeking a Part-Time Bookkeeper
Grace seeks an experienced bookkeeper who is interested in part-time employment or working as an
independent contractor. Please email a cover letter and resume to office@gracehere.org to the attention
of Human Resources Trustee. Details at gracehere.org/current-employment-opportunities-at-grace.

Save the Date for BlueGrace Jubilee on June 8!

