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The Donkey 

When fishes flew and forests walked, 

And figs grew upon thorn, 

Some moment when the moon was blood, 

Then surely I was born. 

With monstrous head and sickening cry, 

And ears like errant wings, 

The devil’s walking parody 

Of all four-footed things. 

The tattered outlaw of the earth, 

Of ancient, crooked will; 

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 

I keep my secret still. 

Fools! For I also had my hour; 

One far fierce hour and sweet: 

There was a shout about my ears, 

And palms before my feet. 

~ G.K. Chesterton 
 
 

from a Liturgy for Stones 

Our voices arrive in a carnival, cacophony of pleasure 

that dissolves into a monotone, then empty air. 

We’ve built no sturdy home, no well-laid road. They require 

hands and a history of steady hands for hire. 

But remember the first blue morning when you heard 

the deep cadence of the earth: The poem you blurt 

Into the evening will not last. The guitar and drum 

and the entire choir that seem so solid will all come 

Down to more than you can rest on your tongue. 

Sing and sing. And when you cannot raise a note of song, 

the rocks will cry out. And when the echoing stones go still, 

in the dangerous crevice that is your heart, if you lie still, 

there remains an altar, a way to enter 

a terrible holiness, a lush and delicate calm. 

~ David Wright 

 
 



Palm Sunday                                                                    Page 3                    April 14, 2018 
    

Note: Weather permitting, we begin our 9:30 am liturgy outside. 
We invite people of all ages, especially children to join in our procession. The nursery is open, and children will 

gather in classrooms as the procession ends. 
 

We gather to worship today around the baptismal font, in a joyful place, remembering with our bodies 

that we are entering a holy and distinct time. This week, we turn ourselves to the story of Jesus’ journey 

into Jerusalem. We hear the voices of those who Jesus encountered during his last week of life. We see 

Jesus’ loneliness, his fear, his deep friendships, his great love. Step with us into the story we have been 

given. Walk with us on the days to come.  

 

Holy Week at Grace 
 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 18 | 6 pm*. 

Poetry, prayers, Eucharist &  

the washing of feet. 

Following the stripping of the altar,  

a vigil will be kept through the night. 

 

    The Watch      

 

Good Friday 

April 19 | Noon and 7 pm* 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter 

April 20 | 8 pm 

liturgy, word, song, and celebration  

led by Grace confirmands. 
 

       

 

Easter Day 

April 21 | 9 & 11 am* 
 

 
 
 
 
 
* Nursery care is available on Maundy Thursday, at 7pm on Good Friday, and during both Easter Day liturgies. 
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Words of Welcome 
The liturgy for Palm Sunday ends in silence. Today, announcements take place at the beginning of our worship. 
 
 

Gathering Song | Prayer of Peace 
This song is sung as the community gathers for worship around the baptismal font.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
After all have gathered, we begin with these words 
 

Celebrant  Hosanna to the Son of David!  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

Jesus, when you rode into Jerusalem, the people waved their palms and raised their voices in 

celebration, hailing you as their king. Help us to walk with you even to the cross, and to know you as the 

king of the universe and as our companion. Amen.  
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The First reading is introduced. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel | Luke 19:28-40 
 

After telling a parable to the crowd at Jericho, Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he 

had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the 

disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that 

has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' just say 

this, 'The Lord needs it.'" So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they 

were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" They said, "The Lord 

needs it." Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 

As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path 

down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with 

a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, 

"Blessed is the king 

who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven, 

and glory in the highest heaven!" 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop." He answered, 

"I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out." 
 

The Celebrant then says the following blessing 

 The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, 

and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his 

way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may 

ever hail him as our King. Amen. 

 

The Procession 
As branches, banners, and palms are blessed with water, the Celebrant says 
 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant Let us go forth in peace. 

People  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Processional Song | Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 
by Stephen Laurence Schwartz | John Michael Tebelak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At this time the people follow the crucifer around the circle to the church door. During the procession we hold our 
palms and walk to the church in joyous celebration of Jesus, our king. As the procession ends, we gather again at 

the front doors. 
 

At the Door 
We wait until all have gathered before we enter.  
 

Celebrant Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People  Hosanna in the highest. 
Celebrant Let us enter in peace. 

People  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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As we enter the church, all join in singing.  

Opening Song | All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
Words: Theodulph of Orléans, tr. By John M. Neale | Music:  Valet will ich dir geben, melody Melchior Teschner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We remain standing. Once all are in place a bell will sound and the Celebrant says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lord Jesus, in great humility you came be with us. You know sorrow and are acquainted 

with grief. Mercifully grant that we, walking with you in the way of the cross, may find it none other than 

the way of life and peace. Amen. 
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A Reading | Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God  

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave,  

being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to the point of death--  

even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name  

that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father 

 
After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We remain seated as we sing. 

Gospel Song | When Jesus Entered Jerusalem 
Music: Traditional; arrangement by Darden Burns; Words by Scott Lawrence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 
Our confirmands offer a dramatic reading of the Passion. 

 

 

Homily 

 

 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 
Our confirmands continue a dramatic reading of the Passion. 
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The Prayers of the People 
Stefan Andre Waliger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wait in silence. 
 

Leader  We remember Jesus, riding a borrowed donkey as one who is poor.  

We pray for the poor and the poor in spirit. We pray for those in our midst and around the 

world who are ill or disabled, who struggle to get by because of underemployment, who 

experience prejudice or abuse. We pray for those who have had to leave their homes to 

seek safety elsewhere.  

God of love, draw near to those who suffer. Make us bearers of comfort and strength. 

God of mercy,  

All          Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Leader  We remember that Jesus fulfills prophecy as the one who brings peace. 

We pray for those caught up in war or civil violence in Syria, Iraq, Ethiopia, Latin America, 

Palestine and around the world. We pray for peace among nations, for the healing of 

broken relationships in our lives, and for the Spirit’s peace to transform the anxieties of 

our own hearts.  

God of mercy,  

All          Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Leader We remember the crowds shouting and cheering, acclaiming their king with palm 

branches.  

We pray for ourselves and others who are carried along by crowds, pushed by those who 

shout and shove around us. Bring your freedom and integrity into our lives. Give us 

strength to seek the good of our neighbors and the healing of your world 

God of mercy,  

All          Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
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Leader  We remember rulers in Jerusalem who were afraid they might lose their power. 

We pray for all those who today have great power in their governmental roles, or because 

of their wealth, or because of their ability to sway others by what they do or say. We pray 

for our Bishops Michael and Greg. 

Move your people to use their gifts for the good of all, and draw those who have little 

power to discover resources that are within and among them.  

God of mercy,  

All          Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Leader We remember those who walked with Jesus amidst shouts of praise, then left Jesus when 

he was arrested. 

We pray for those who are lonely, afraid, or who feel betrayed. We pray for ourselves with 

our struggles, our pain, our griefs, our gifts and our joys. Meet the needs and concerns of 

this congregation, especially those on our prayer list. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Guide us to know you walking with us.  Strengthen us to trust in your love.  

God of mercy,  

All          Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Prayers adapted from Prayers for Palm Sunday written by David Osborne 

 

Stefan Andre Waliger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Peace 
The Celebrant then says 

 Now the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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Peace Be with You  
Led by Grace’s children 

Peace be with you, 

and also with you. 

Peace be with you, 

and also with you. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 
Our confirmands continue a dramatic reading of the Passion. 

 
 

Offertory Song | Until the End of the World 
by Adam Clayton | Dave Evans | Larry Mullen | Paul Hewson 

Haven't seen you in quite a while 

I was down the hold just passing time 

Last time we met was a low-lit room 

We were as close together as a bride and groom 

We ate the food, we drank the wine 

Everybody having a good time 

Except you 

You were talking about the end of the world 

I took the money 

I spiked your drink 

You miss too much these days if you stop to think 

You lead me on with those innocent eyes 

You know I love the element of surprise 

In the garden I was playing the part 

I kissed your lips and broke your heart 

You 

You were acting like it was the end of the world 

In my dream I was drowning my sorrows 

But my sorrows, they learned to swim 

Surrounding me, flowing down on me 

Spilling over the brim 

Waves of regret and waves of joy 

I reached out for the one I tried to destroy 

You, you said you'd wait 

'Til the end of the world 

 

 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 
Our confirmands continue a dramatic reading of the Passion. 

Narrator  Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also 

blindfolded him and kept asking him, 

Soldiers    "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" 

Narrator  They kept heaping many other insults on him. 

                     When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, 

gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They said, 
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Assembly  "If you are the Messiah, tell us." 

Narrator  He replied, 

Jesus          "If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I question you, you will not answer. But from now 

on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God." 

Narrator  All of them asked, 

Assembly  "Are you, then, the Son of God?" 

Narrator  He said to them, 

Jesus          "You say that I am." 

Narrator  Then they said, 

Assembly  "What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own 

lips!" 

Narrator  Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse 

him, saying, 

Assembly  "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the 

emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." 

Narrator  Then Pilate asked him, 

Pilate         "Are you the king of the Jews?" 

Narrator  He answered, 

Jesus          "You say so." 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 
Our confirmands continue a dramatic reading of the Passion. 

Narrator  Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, 

Pilate         "I find no basis for an accusation against this man." 

Narrator  But they were insistent and said, 

Assembly  "He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he 

began even to this place." 
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Narrator  When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned 

that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in 

Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting 

to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him 

perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. 

The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his 

soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, 

and sent him back to Pilate. That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each 

other; before this they had been enemies. 
 

  Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to 

them, 

Pilate         "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have 

examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges 

against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing 

to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and release him." 

Narrator  Then they all shouted out together, 

Assembly  "Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!" 

Narrator   (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the 

city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but they 

kept shouting, 

Assembly  "Crucify, crucify him!" 

Narrator   A third time he said to them, 

Pilate         "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I 

will therefore have him flogged and then release him." 

Narrator  But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their 

voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He 

released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and 

murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. 
 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the 

country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A great 

number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating 

their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 

Jesus          "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 

children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and 

the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' Then they will begin to say 

to the mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they do this when the 

wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?" 
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At the mention of the place called the Skull, all stand as they are able. 

Narrator  Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When 

they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, 

Jesus          "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." 

Narrator  And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the 

leaders scoffed at him, saying, 

Assembly  "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" 

Narrator  The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, 

Soldiers    "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 

Narrator  There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 

                     One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

Criminal 1 "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 

Narrator  But the other rebuked him, saying, 

Criminal 2 "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we 

indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, 

but this man has done nothing wrong." 

Narrator  Then he said, 

Criminal 2 "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 

Narrator  He replied, 

Jesus          "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

Narrator  It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then 

Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 

Jesus          "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." 

Narrator  Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken place, he 

praised God and said, 

Centurion "Certainly this man was innocent." 

Narrator  And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken 

place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the 

women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 

 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the 

council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of 

Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. This man went to 

Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, 

and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of 

Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with him from 
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Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they returned, 

and prepared spices and ointments. 

On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you 

made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon 

and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, male and female, 

and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a 

mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 

fullness of your love. 
 

And so this day we join with saints and angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting 

our voices to you as we sing: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Words: W.S. Kervin & P. Stott. Music: trad. melody, England & Ireland.  

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death 

and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she 

might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke 

bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to 

draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for 

him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 

you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to them and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who 

was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.   
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit 

over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have 

made.   
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,        

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

      on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those 

      who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. Then the Celebrant says 
 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

All   Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
 

Please know that at Grace Church the bread and wine is for all who seek it. This sacrament is God’s free 
gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer 

that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 
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Music During Communion | What Wondrous Love 
by Ann Strickland 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Were You There? 
African American Spiritual 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Palm Sunday                                                                    Page 19                    April 14, 2018 
    

Palms of Victory 
by Gaither Vocal Band 

   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Much Abides 
by Ann Strickland 
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Following communion we share silence with one another. 

The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.  
 
 
 
We remain seated. 

Song After Communion | Two Marys by Kelly Hume 

Offered by Barbara Hume and Holly White 

Two hearts full of sorrow, two stories to tell, 

they walked hand in hand up Calvary hill. 

Two Marys, two Marys. 

One spoke of swaddling a child so sweet. 

One spoke of shadows on Galilee streets. 

Two Marys, two Marys. 

The sun grew cold this darkest day, 

the path stained red on Jerusalem clay 

Each Mary heard the Savior’s plea, 

Eloi lama sabachthani. 

Two Marys, two Marys. 

And one last word he cried in pain. 

Each Mary heard Him call her name. 

Two hearts full of sorrow, two stories to tell, 

they walked hand in hand down Calvary hill. 

Two Marys, two Marys. 

 
 
 

Quiet 
 

Stay as you are able. Depart in silence when you are ready. 
 

You are invited to join a small group for quiet reflection in the living room after today’s liturgy. 
 

 
 
 

 


