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THE SERVICE OF LIGHT
The Lighting of the Paschal Candle
In the darkness, fire is kindled. The Celebrant addresses the people.
Then, Paschal Candle is lighted. The Celebrant bearing the candle, leads the procession to the altar, pausing three times
and singing or saying
Cantor
People

The light of Christ has come into the world.
The light of Christ has come into the world.

The members of the congregation have their candles lighted from the Paschal Candle at this time. Other candles and lamps
in the church, except for those at the Altar, may also be lighted. The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand.

The Exsultet
Offered by Kim Cockroft and confirmands as the congregation remains standing.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The confirmands pray.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Confirmand youth

The Story of Creation | Genesis 1.1 - 2.4
The reader says
The people respond

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Song in Response | Let the Light Shine
by Alexei Murdoch

Celebrant

Creator of light and granter of life who molded us all individually and who made
all things in love, open all people to your goodness, healing, and comfort. In
your love, make us your new creation. Amen
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The Story of Exodus | Exodus 14.10-31, 15.20-21
The reader says
The people respond

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Song in Response | Oh, Mary, Don’t You Weep
by William Farley Smith

If I could I surely would
Stand on the rock where Moses stood
Pharoah's army got drownded
Oh, Mary, don't you weep.

Chorus:
Oh Mary, don't you weep, don't you
mourn
Oh Mary, don't you weep, don't you
mourn
Pharoah's army got drownded
Oh, Mary, don't you weep.
Mary wore three links of chain
Every link was Jesus' name
Pharoah's army got drownded
Oh, Mary, don't you weep.
Chorus

Celebrant

Well Moses stood on the red sea shore
Smote the water with a two by four
Pharoah's army got drownded
Oh, Mary, don't you weep.
Chorus
Well old mister Satan he got mad
Missed that soul that he thought he had
Didn’t Pharoah’s army get drownded?
Oh, Mary, don’t you weep.
Chorus
Brothers and sisters don’t you cry
There’ll be good times bye and bye
Didn’t Pharoah’s army get drownded?
Oh, Mary, don’t you weep.
Chorus

God who is faithful, caring, and kind. You helped your people out of
imprisonment and slavery, bringing your people into freedom. Grant light to us
that we may be free from every kind of oppression, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Adult Confirmands

Isaiah 55.1-10
The reader says
The people respond

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Song in Response | I’m Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table
Words & Music: Unknown. Public Domain

I'm gonna sit at the welcome table
I'm gonna sit at the welcome table
one of these days, hallelujah
I'm gonna sit at the welcome table
Sit at the welcome table one of these days,
one of these days
I'm gonna feast on milk and honey
Oh yes, I'm gonna feast on milk and honey
one of these days, hallelujah
I'm gonna feast on milk and honey
Feast on milk and honey one of these days,
one of these days

Yes, hallelujah
Welcome table, one of these days
All God's children gonna sit together
Yes, all God's children gonna sit together
one of these days, hallelujah
All God's children gonna sit together
All God's children gonna sit together,
one of these days, one of these days

I'm gonna sit at the welcome table
Yes, I'm gonna sit at the welcome table
one of these days, hallelujah
I'm gonna sit at the welcome table
I'm gonna to tell God how you treat me
Sit at the welcome table one of these days,
Yes, I'm gonna to tell God how you treat me
one of these days
one of these days, hallelujah
Sit at the welcome table one of these days,
I'm gonna to tell God how you treat me
one of these days
Tell God how you treat me one of these
Yes, gonna sit at the welcome table
days,
one of these days, one of these days
one of these days

Celebrant

God of salvation, you who provide all that sustains, we come to you hungry in
many ways. Fill us and all throughout the world who hunger, with wine, milk,
and finest of food. Amen.

The Great Vigil of Easter

Page 6

April 20, 2019

Ezekiel 36.24-28
The reader says
The people respond

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Song in Response | Joyful, Joyful
Words: Henry Van Dyke | Music Ludwig van Beethoven; adapt. Edward Hodges

Celebrant

Holy and Gracious God, you have gathered and restored us, giving us new
hearts and new spirits.Grant us the clarity, wisdom, and courage to reflect your
goodness in the world. Amen.
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The candles at the altar are now lit from the Paschal Candle

Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is Risen Indeed. Alleluia.

The Confirmands bring in the flowers of Easter. As we sing, all are invited to ring Easter bells.

Gospel Song | Bright Morning Stars
Traditional folksong; arr. Darden Burns
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The Gospel | Luke 24:1-12
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from
Galilee came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they
were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why
do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he
told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners,
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told
this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

Community Reflection
Wren Blessing and Confirmands

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
Celebrant
People

Praise to God who has given us life.
Blessed be God for the gift of love.

All

Celebrant

Please stand and renew the promise of the faith we share.
Do you believe in God?

People

We believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth.
God is the maker and sustainer
of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
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Celebrant
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the word made flesh.
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting.

Celebrant
People

Will you continue in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
We will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fail, repent and return to
the Lord?
We will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
We will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
We will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?
We will, with God’s help.

People
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Celebrant

Let us pray.
God of life, by water and the Spirit you have bestowed upon us forgiveness, and
you have raised us to a new life of grace. Sustain us, O Lord, by your spirit. Give
us compassionate and discerning hearts, the courage to will and to persevere, a
spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Led by Confirmands

To the bidding, “God of life,” we respond, “hear our prayer.”

After the Prayers of the People, we all sing

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
People

Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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Offertory Song | Glory, Glory, Hallelujah
African American Spiritual

EUCHARIST
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

Thanks and praise fill our hearts, Almighty God,
for you are the Lord of creation,
of covenant and new covenant.
You brought your people out of slavery to freedom in the Promised Land,
and you brought your Son from the depth of death
to the glory of resurrection life.
And so we gladly thank you,
with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,
singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God,
for in your conquest of death we see the destiny of every hope in you.
Come among us in the power of your Holy Spirit,
that your children may be blessed with power and grace,
and that this bread and cup may become for us
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.
Hope and glory are our breath, merciful God,
for you have rolled away the stone of despair,
the stone of oppression, the stone of lament, the stone of grief,
the stone of death, the stone of sin, the stone of fear.
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Come and stand among us and breath on us your peace,
breathe on us your power, breathe on us your eternal life,
that all who labor, all who stumble, all who hunger,
and all who fall shall meet you in the breaking of the bread
and be lifted up by your touch.
Shape your church to be your risen body;
make our scars beautiful like your scars,
make our lives life-giving like your life,
and make our communion holy with your saints,
until you come again in glory
and we eat with your in your kingdom,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ever one God. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept. The silence is broken with these words.
Celebrant
All
Celebrant

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church the bread and wine is for all who seek it. This sacrament is God’s free gift. Assist
the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from
gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music During Communion | She’s Got the Whole World in Her Hands
African American Spiritual

All Creatures of our God and King
Words: St. Francis of Assisi tr. William H. Draper | Music: melody adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May you be a new creation, Christ for those to whom Christ shall send you and the blessing
of God who was and is and is to come, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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