“Fire and Breath” by Jan Richardson

Grace Episcopal Church
The Feast of Pentecost
June 9, 2019 | 8 and 9:30am

Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Martin Cockroft
Tribe | Rhododendron

from “Pentecost”
Unless the eye catch fire,
The God will not be seen.
Unless the ear catch fire
The God will not be heard.
Unless the tongue catch fire
The God will not be named.
Unless the heart catch fire,
The God will not be loved.
Unless the mind catch fire,
The God will not be known.
~ William Blake (1757-1827)

A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts.

Gathering Song | Veni Sancte Spiritus
Text: Taizé Community | Tune: Jacques Berthier
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand and says
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Kindness, joy, peace, goodness:
Holy Spirit, come to us.
Truth, understanding, gentleness, faithfulness:
Holy Spirit, come to us.
Like breath, as fire:
Holy Spirit, come to us.
Kindle in us your powerful love.
Holy Spirit, come to us.

We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | You Can’t Stop the Spirit
by Ana Hernandez

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Living God, you fulfilled your promise by sending us your Holy Spirit. Come in power. Enter
the hearts of your people and kindle in us the fire of your love. Send forth your breath and
we are created. Come and renew the face of the earth. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Genesis 11:1-9
Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as they migrated from the
east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one
another, "Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly." And they had brick for
stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a
tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall
be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth." The Lord came down to see the city
and the tower, which mortals had built. And the Lord said, "Look, they are one people, and
they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing that
they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down, and confuse
their language there, so that they will not understand one another's speech." So the Lord
scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building
the city. Therefore it was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all
the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm responsively.

Psalm | 104:25-35, 37
O Lord, how manifold are your works!
in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number,
creatures both small and great.
There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan,
which you have made for the sport of it.
All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.
You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
You hide your face, and they are terrified;|
you take away their breath,
and they die and return to their dust.
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;
may the Lord rejoice in all his works.
He looks at the earth and it trembles;
he touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will praise my God while I have my being.
May these words of mine please him;
I will rejoice in the Lord.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Hallelujah!
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in
the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to
one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with
new wine.”
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed,
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is
what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
(Reading continues on following page.)
The Feast of Pentecost

Page 6

June 9, 2019

The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Come and Fill Our Hearts
Words: Taizé Community | Music Jacques Berthier
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Today we hear the Gospel read in many languages. The Celebrant introduces the Gospel by saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | John 14: 8-17, 25-27
Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak
on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because
he abides with you, and he will be in you.”
“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
Prior to the homily, Grace member Peter Vessenes offers a short reflection.

Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
Life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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We gather silently in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
Words & Music: John Bell

Silence
Leader

God of love, thank you for meeting us here.
Come to us in the difference of every life gathered. Come to us in song. Come to us in
word. Come to us in stillness.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

We pray,
come, Holy Spirit.

Leader

Come near to all who serve in ordinary places, in clinics, offices, schools, or
homes. Guide us to find in the responsibilities of our lives occasions to serve others as
though serving you. Fill us with mercy, gentleness, and compassion.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

We pray,
come, Holy Spirit.

Leader

Send your Spirit upon those who lead in this community, in the nation, and in the world.
Inspire those who lead with wisdom and with a vision for justice.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

We pray,
come, Holy Spirit.
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Leader

Thank you for the life that fills your good earth. Make your joy known in the beauty of your
creation, move us to protect and care for it.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

We pray,
come, Holy Spirit.

Leader

Draw near to those who are sick, lonely, or afraid. We pray especially for those on our
prayer list.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

We pray,
come, Holy Spirit.

Leader

Send your Spirit upon your church in places where hope seems far away. Steady us and
give us courage when we are most in need of your grace. Make us bearers of your love to
those close to us, and to those we do not know.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud.

Leader
People

We pray,
come, Holy Spirit.
Words & Music: John Bell

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
All

Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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After the Peace, we gather with this song

Offertory Song | Holy Spirit, Come with Power
Words: Anne N. Rupp | Music: BEACH SPRING
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

God of surprises, your Spirit brooded over the waters at creation and lived among your
chosen people in wilderness, exile, and promised land. Your Spirit filled Mary’s womb at
the moment of Jesus’ conception and came upon him like a dove at his baptism.
When Christ died on the cross your power raised him from the tomb on the third day,
and that same evening he breathed your forgiving grace on those who had deserted him.
On the day of Pentecost you sent your Spirit upon the fearful disciples, filling them with
fire, with power, with wonder and joy, and making them your church. And so we gladly thank
you, with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, singing this hymn of your
unending praise.

God of comfort and strength, we look to your Holy Spirit to be with us in sorrow and in
contentment, in crisis and in abiding stillness.
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Come among us now through the power of your Spirit, that we may be transformed into your
image, and that these gifts of bread and wine may become for us the body and blood of your
Son Jesus Christ; who at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the
bread, and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup, again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
God of dreams and prophecy, send down upon us your gifts of wisdom, knowledge, and
faith; of healing, discernment, and interpretation, that we may be built up in the likeness of
your Son. Let all who are hungry find in you the bread of life, and all who are thirsty find in
you rivers of living water. Speak your word to those who are alone and in fear or despair, and
let each one of your children hear your voice in their own language, whether that language
be art or science, work or play, music or silence. Sanctify your groaning creation, that your
universe may breathe your breath and be filled with your life anew, that we may love what
you love, and do what you would do. This we ask through Jesus Christ, by him and with him
and in him, in the unity of the Spirit, ever one God. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer adapted from Abigail Kocher and Sam Wells, Eucharistic Prayers.
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The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup.

Music During Communion | Holy Spirit, Come Fill This Place
by Babbie Y. Mason, Martin Russell Hennis
Offered by Maggie Finley

Holy Spirit come and fill this place
Bring us healing with your warm embrace
Show Your power make your presence known
Holy Spirit come fill this place

Our hearts are hungry for your perfect peace
Our souls are thirsty for the joy you bring
So send your glory makes your praise complete
Send down the rain, touch us once again

My heart is longing just to hear from you
My soul is waiting to know someone who
Can take us higher help us make it through
So will you please come and set us free

Breath of God we need a touch from you
Shine down on us with the light of truth
Stir our hearts and set our spirit free
Holy Spirit come fill this place

Breath of God we need a touch from you
Shine down on us with the light of truth
Stir our hearts and set our spirit free
Holy Spirit come fill this place

Como Encender “How can we ignite the fire of hope?”
by Stefan Andre Waligur
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Tongues of Fire by John Mark McMillan
Offered by Martin Cockroft

The nights we spoke with tongues of fire
The days we walked out on the wire
We were young and we were not afraid

The rocky shores we stand upon
And beat against our banks with iron rage
When we were young and we were not afraid

The angels whispered in our ears
To tell us what the hilltop hears
Beholden to the promises we made
When we were young and we were not afraid

We can still push up against those pillars
We can light those foxes tails ablaze
Nighttime still pushes up against the sun
Where we grow young and we are not afraid

River waters moved inside
Our bodies like the ocean tide
The spirit swam the hallows of our veins
The years they roared like waves down on

And you, you gotta find your way back home
Out of the woods
And you, you don't have to hold your own
You gotta find your way back home
Out of the woods

Como Encender “How can we ignite the fire of hope?”
by Stefan Andre Waligur

Following communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.
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We remain seated and sing together.

Song After Communion | Spirit of the Living God
Words & Music: Daniel Iverson

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, filling you with the love of Jesus, and
strengthening you to rejoice in the power of God. The blessing of God, who was and is and
is to come, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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A Blessing for our Seniors
We gather around Grace’s Seniors as we pray.

Closing Song | Circle Game by Joni Mitchell
Led by Barbara Hume; congregants are invited to join.

Yesterday a child came out to wonder
Caught a dragonfly inside a jar
Fearful when the sky was full of thunder
And tearful at the falling of a star
Chorus:
And the seasons they go round and round
And the painted ponies go up and down
We're captive on the carousel of time
We can't return we can only look behind
From where we came
And go round and round and round
In the circle game
Then the child moved ten times round the seasons
Skated over ten clear frozen streams
Words like, when you're older, must appease him
And promises of someday make his dreams
Chorus
Sixteen springs and sixteen summers gone now
Cartwheels turn to car wheels through the town
And they tell him,
Take your time, it won't be long now
Till you drag your feet to slow the circles down
Chorus
So the years spin by and now the boy is twenty
Though his dreams have lost some grandeur coming true
There'll be new dreams, maybe better dreams and plenty
Before the last revolving year is through
Chorus
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Birthday and Anniversaries
Announcements
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

A Map of the Kingdom
You are not far from the Kingdom of God. – Mark 12:34
How near to the borders can we venture,
how close to the looming or invisible walls
without being taken, trapped like wild game,
netted like unsuspecting fish that hover
in their own blue kingdom
to be suddenly tangled then yanked high
into a world of light and air?
Some creatures love to be sought, not found,
love to be caught, not bound,
to be lured within range,
ever quite aware of where the net
has cast itself—much wider than we suspect.
Perhaps our sore lips already know the foreign parts of speech.
Listen. It almost sounds like plainchant.
Or jazz. An anthem, a cadence
to coax and measure our steps.
We should watch where we walk.
We should watch what we say.
A kingdom of margins will find us.
God’s grammar is not far from our tongues.
~ David Wright, from “A Liturgy for Stones”
The Feast of Pentecost
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Languages
Silence is one part of speech, the war cry
of wind down a mountain pass another.
A stranger's voice echoing through lonely
valleys, a lover's voice rising so close
it's your own tongue: these are keys to cipher,
the way the high hawk's key unlocks the throat
of the sky and the coyote's yip knocks
it shut, the way the aspens' bells conform
to the breeze while the rapid's drum defines
resistance. Sage speaks with one voice, pinyon
with another. Rock, wind her hand, water
her brush, spells and then scatters her demands.
some notes tear and pebble our paths. Some notes
gather: the bank we map our lives around.
~Camille T. Dungy,
from Black Nature: Four Centuries of African American Nature Poetry
edited by Camille T. Dungy. © 2006

from “Little Gidding”
IV
The dove descending breaks the air
With flame of incandescent terror
Of which the tongues declare
The one discharge from sin and error.
The only hope, or else despair
Lies in the choice of pyre of pyreTo be redeemed from fire by fire.
Who then devised the torment? Love.
Love is the unfamiliar Name
Behind the hands that wove
The intolerable shirt of flame
Which human power cannot remove.
We only live, only suspire
Consumed by either fire or fire.
~T.S. Eliot
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