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A Homecoming 
 

One faith is bondage. Two 

are free. In the trust 

of old love, cultivation shows 

a dark graceful wilderness 

at its heart. Wild 

in that wilderness, we roam 

the distance of our faith; 

safe beyond the bounds 

of what we know. O love, 

open. Show me 

my country. Take me home. 

 

~ Wendell Berry 

 

 

 

“Heart Coming Home” by Jan Richardson 
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Songs & readings omitted at the 8:00 service are marked with an * 

 

A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts.  

Gathering Song | I Am Walking a Path of Peace 
by Janet Bauman Tissandier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 by  
 
 

 

*  I am walking a path of hope …,  

    I am walking a path of love …  
 
 
 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand. 

Celebrant From many places, with many stories, 

People  we come. Meet us here. 

Celebrant With gratitude and uncertainty, anxieties and joys, 

People  we come. Give us rest.  

Celebrant We rejoice in your promise: 

People  nothing can separate us from your love. Welcome us home. 
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We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | All Are Welcome * 
by Marty Haugen 
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The Collect 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

God our refuge, you are near even when we fear what may be lost. You rejoice in the whole 

creation. Guide us to find work and rest, to make and seek our home in you. Amen. 

 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
We are seated for the reading. 

 

The First Reading | Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28  
 

At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from me 

out of the bare heights in the desert toward my poor people, not to winnow or cleanse-- 

a wind too strong for that. Now it is I who speak in judgment against them. 

"For my people are foolish, 

they do not know me; 

they are stupid children, 

they have no understanding. 

They are skilled in doing evil, 

but do not know how to do good." 

I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; 

and to the heavens, and they had no light. 

I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, 

and all the hills moved to and fro. 

I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, 

and all the birds of the air had fled. 

I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, 

and all its cities were laid in ruins 

before the Lord, before his fierce anger. 

 

(Reading continues on the following page.) 
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For thus says the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full 

end. 

Because of this the earth shall mourn, 

and the heavens above grow black; 

for I have spoken, I have purposed; 

I have not relented nor will I turn back. 
 

After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
We stand and say the psalm responsively. 

Psalm | 14  
 

 The foolish have spoken in their heart 

and said, ‘There is no God.’ 

All are corrupt, they do abominable things 

there is no one who does what is good. 

The Lord looks down from heaven on all of us 

to see if there are any who 

act wisely and seek after God. 

But they have all gone astray, 

all alike have been corrupted 

there is not one that does good no not one. 

Have they no knowledge, all those who do evil? 

they eat up my people like eating bread, 

and do not pray to the Lord. 

See now, they tremble with fear 

for God is on the side of the righteous. 

Though you mock at the hope of the poor 

yet the Lord is their refuge. 

O that deliverance for God’s people 

would come forth from Jerusalem 

when the Lord restores the fortunes of the people, 

then shall Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad. 
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We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | 1 Timothy 1:12-17 * 

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 

faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly 

in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are 

in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners-- of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I 

received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 

patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal 

life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 
Words: Isaac Watts | Music: Resignation, American folk melody, acc. David Hurd 
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The Celebrant introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel | Luke 15:1-10 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and 

the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

So he told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until 

he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he 

comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, 

for I have found my sheep that was lost.' Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 

repentance. 

"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I 

had lost.' Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 

who repents." 

 
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Words & Music: Linnea Good 
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We gather silently in prayer. 

Leader “For that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 

Christ might display the utmost patience.” 

Thank you for the places in which we learn and grow. We pray for students, 

teachers, school staff, and for all who guide us to discover and reflect. In our 

teaching and learning, help us seek peace in ourselves and in all people.  

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader          God of patience, 

People          hear our prayer. 

  

Leader “I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled.” 

We pray for all who long for hope in spaces of desolation or fear. Draw near to 

friends and neighbors who live with violence or who feel alone. Make us bearers 

of your light to those we meet. 

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader          God of restoration, 

People          hear our prayer. 

  

Leader “What woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 

lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has 

found it, she calls together friends and neighbors saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 

have found the coin that I have lost.’” 

We pray for people in this community and around the world who have lost 

health, safety, peace, or hope. We lift up those impacted by Hurricane Dorian, 

we name people we love, especially those on our prayer list.  

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader          God who searches, 

People          hear our prayer. 
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Leader  “Though you mock at the hope of the poor, yet the Lord is their refuge.” 

Thank you for people with whom we find ourselves at home. We pray for all 

who long for safety, friendship, home, or rest, especially for refugees, 

immigrants and those in prison. Make this church a place of growth and 

refreshment. 

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader          God of refuge, 

People          hear our prayer. 
 

Leader “When he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to 

them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell 

you there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” 

We pray for leaders of institutions, leaders in this nation, and around the world. 

Turn the attention of our leaders toward the needs of the vulnerable, and lead 

them to cultivate communities of welcoming and rejoicing. 

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader         God of joy, 

People         hear our prayer. 
 

Words & Music: Linnea Good 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. 

Celebrant Now the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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After the peace, we gather with this song 

Offertory Song | Homecoming * by Lux Land  
Offered by Krista and Jillian Webb  

The phone it rings, but I don’t answer,  

Until, I check to see if I’m still alive 

I used to sing, but now I stumble  

And curse, and curse until I cry 

And I feel so heavy in the morning time 
 

I tried to get up by 8, and then its 9 

I used to be a star, but I don’t shine  

I’m a …  satellite.  

I am nothing but a dim light 
 

I know you think, I am the answer, to myself 

To myself and to the fragments of my mind 

But I’m lying alone, all this planet, and this  

house is not just fiction that I write about 

And I feel so heavy in the morning time 

I tried to get up by 8, and then its 9 

I used to be a star, but I don’t shine 

I’m a satellite,  

I am nothing but a dim light 
 

Ohhh ohhhhh 

I need a homecoming … homecoming… home 

I need a homecoming … homecoming… home 

But its along long way, and a white line 

From across the line and that big old sky’s gonna 

rain on me tonight … homecoming 

But I need a stick of dynamite, a to light me.. Just 

enough 

… just enough for a homecoming … homecoming 

 

WE GATHER AROUND THE TABLE 
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant continues  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.  

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you 

as we sing: 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. 
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.  

 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you.  

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.  

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made.  

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  

 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.   
 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 
 

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s 
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer 

alcohol free wine, or a wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 
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Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 

Music During Communion | Orphan Girl * 

by Gillian Welch 

Offered by Merry and Elspeth Cockroft 

 

I am an orphan on God's highway 

But I'll share my troubles if you go my way 

I have no mother no father 

No sister no brother 

I am an orphan girl 

 

I have had friendships pure and golden 

But the ties of kinship I have not known them 

I know no mother no father 

No sister no brother 

I am an orphan girl 

But when He calls me I will be able 

To meet my family at God's table 

I'll meet my mother my father 

My sister my brother 

No more orphan girl 

 

Blessed Savior make me willing 

And walk beside me until I'm with them 

Be my mother my father 

My sister my brother 

I am an orphan girl 
 

No more an orphan girl 

 

 

 

God Welcomes All * 
Words: John Bell | Music: South African song; transcribed by John Bell 
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I’ve Got a River of Love * by Darden Burns 

Led by Ann Strickland 

Offered in honor of and thanksgiving for Darden Burns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I’ve got a river of life in my soul 

You’ve got a river of live more than you know 

I’ve got a river of life in my soul 

We’ve got a river of life more than we know 

 

I’ve got a river 

You’ve got a river 

We’ve got a river in our souls 

 

I’ve got a river of love flowing out of me 

It calms the troubled mind and sets me free 

I’ve got a river of love flowing out of me 

It brings me peace and calms the sea 

I’ve got a river 

I’ve got a river 

I’ve got a river flowing out of me. 

 

I’ve got a river of love in my life 

You’ve got a river of love if you don’t hold too 

tight. 

I’ve got a river of love in my life 

We’ve got a river of love to make things right. 
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Home * by Ann Strickland 
 
 
 
 

 
Following communion we share silence with one another. 

The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 
 

 

 

We remain seated and sing together. 

Song After Communion | Blue Green Hills of Earth * 
by Kim Oler 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion  
We stand and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant offers a blessing. 

Live without fear. The blessing of God be your shelter, the love of Christ welcome you with 

joy, and the abundance of the Spirit nourish and keep you, today and always. Amen. 
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Closing Song | Amazing Grace *  

John Newton  
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday and Anniversaries *  
We pray together then sing “God Grant Them Many Years”. 

 

 

Announcements * 
 

 

Dismissal  
Celebrant   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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“Approaching Grace” photo of a ceramic made by Isobel Coney 

 

May This Be A House of Joy 

May this be a House of Joy. 

May we be open here to dreams,  

and to each other. 

May all who enter in these magic walls 

feel love and feel respect 

for learning and each other. 

May we be always friends to life. 

May we walk in that friendship. 

May learning live in this house. 

May it never leave. 

~ Lucille Clifton 


