Grace Episcopal Church
15th Sunday After Pentecost
September 22, 2019 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Martin Cockroft
Tribe | Fern
To Live in the Mercy of God
To lie back under the tallest
oldest trees. How far the stems
rise, rise
before ribs of shelter
open!

To live in the mercy of God.
To feel vibrate the enraptured

To live in the mercy of God. The complete
sentence too adequate, has no give.
Awe, not comfort. Stone, elbows of
stony wood beneath lenient
moss bed.
And awe suddenly
passing beyond itself. Becomes
a form of comfort.
Becomes the steady
air you glide on, arms
stretched like the wings of flying foxes.
To hear the multiple silence
of trees, the rainy
forest depths of their listening.

waterfall flinging itself
unabating down and down
to clenched fists of rock.
Swiftness of plunge,
hour after year after century,
O or Ah
uninterrupted, voice
many-stranded.
To breathe
spray. The smoke of it.
Arcs
of steelwhite foam, glissades
of fugitive jade barely perceptible. Such passion—
rage or joy?
Thus, not mild, not temperate,
God’s love for the world. Vast
flood of mercy
flung on resistance.

To float, upheld,
as salt water
would hold you,
once you dared.
.
~ Denise Levertov, from Sands from the Well. Copyright © 1996

Songs & readings omitted at the 8:00 service are marked with an *
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts.

Gathering Song | Give Peace to Every Heart
Words: Taizé community | Music: Ann Strickland

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

From many places, with many stories,
we come. Meet us here.
With gratitude and uncertainty, anxieties and joys,
we come. Give us rest.
We rejoice in your promise:
nothing can separate us from your love. Welcome us home.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | Be Thou My Vision *
Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne, tr. Eleanor H. Hull, alt. | Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody;

The Collect
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Spirit of mercy and justice, you welcome us into your home. Transform us by our friendship
with you. Help us to grow in compassion, and through us, lift up the weak. Amen.
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Amos 8:4-7
Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
saying, "When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat."
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the psalm.

Psalm | 113
Hallelujah!
Give praise, you servants of the Lord;
praise the Name of the Lord.
Let the Name of the Lord be blessed,
from this time forth for evermore.
From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the Name of the Lord be praised.
The Lord is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens.
Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?
He takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes.
He sets them with the princes,
with the princes of his people.
He makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | 1 Timothy 2:1-7 *
First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
who gave himself a ransom for all
— this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I
am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Ubi Caritas
Setting: Jacques Berthier, from Songs and Prayers from Taizé
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The Celebrant introduces the Gospel by saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Luke 16:1-13
Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your
management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said
to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I
am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so
that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ So,
summoning his master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe
my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, “Take your bill,
sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you
owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and
make it eighty.’ And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the
eternal homes.
"Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with
what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth."
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Page 7

September 22, 2019

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily

Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Words & Music: Linnea Good

Leader

Faithful One, our needs turn us toward you.

We gather silently in prayer.
Leader

“Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high, but stoops to
behold the heavens and the earth?”
We name before you those who are in need, praying for any who are displaced,
estranged, hungry, or despairing.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
People

Trusting in your abundance,
we pray to you.

Leader

“He takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes. He
sets them with the princes…”
Open our awareness to those who are exploited and open our prayers to
include those who exploit them. Change us by your grace.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
People

Trusting your generosity,
we pray to you.
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Leader

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much.”
We thank you for those who lead us to seek justice and tend your creation.
Inspire us to live so that others are not deprived of air, food, water, shelter, or
the chance to live.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
People

Trusting your presence,
we pray to you.

Leader

“I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.”
Give wisdom to those who make decisions in households and governments, to
educators, and to those who protect the common good.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
People

Trusting your justice,
we pray to you.

Leader

We pray for those close to us who are in need.
We pause as Grace’s prayer list is read.

Leader
People

Trusting your mercy,
we pray to you.
Words & Music: Linnea Good

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
All

Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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After the peace, we gather to recognize Grace’s Eucharistic Ministers.

Claudia Anderson
Nancy Beck
Ruth Blaney
Karen Casey
Emily Chamberlain
Jane Crane
Robert Cromwell
Beulah Downing
Meredith Green
Mary Hall
Anne Kundtz
John Kydd
Marcy Lagerloef

Robin Livingston
Mary Lou Macala
Eric Matthews
Barb McAllister
Mike Scott
Dick Shryock
Jill Todd
Wendy Tyner
Krista Webb
Marcia Williams
Luke Yoder
Dallas Young

And retiring after many years of ministry: David Moen and Barbara Cole.
We remain seated.

Offertory Song | Let it Be * by John Lennon & Paul McCartney
Offered by Martin Cockroft

When I find myself in times of trouble, Mother
Mary comes to me
Speaking words of wisdom, let it be
And in my hour of darkness, she is standing right
in front of me
Speaking words of wisdom, let it be
Let it be, let it be
Let it be, let it be
Whisper words of wisdom, let it be
And when the broken hearted people living in the
world agree
There will be an answer, let it be
For though they may be parted there is still a
chance that they will see
There will be an answer, let it be
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Let it be, let it be
Let it be, let it be
There will be an answer, let it be
And when the night is cloudy there is still a light
that shines on me
Shine until tomorrow, let it be
I wake up to the sound of music, Mother Mary
comes to me
Speaking words of wisdom, let it be
Let it be, let it be
Let it be, let it be
There will be an answer, let it be
Let it be, let it be
Let it be, let it be
Whisper words of wisdom, let it be
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WE GATHER AROUND THE TABLE
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer
alcohol free wine, or a wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup.

Music During Communion | True Colors *
by Billy Steinberg & Tom Kelly

But I see your true colors
Shining through
I see your true colors
And that's why I love you
So don't be afraid to let them show
Your true colors
True colors are beautiful
Like a rainbow

God Welcomes All *
South African Song | Words by John L. Bell
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We the Lord’s People, Heart and Voice Uniting *
Words: John E. Bowers | Music: Decatur Place, Richard Wayne Dirksen

Come and Fill Our Hearts *
Words: Psalm 137; Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier

Following communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.
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We remain seated and sing together.

Song After Communion | All Shall Be Well *
Words: Julian of Norwich | Music: Stefan Andre Waligur

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever God may send you. The Spirit guide
you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May God bring you home
rejoicing at the wonders She has shown you. May God bring you home rejoicing once again
into our doors. And the blessing of God, the love of Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be yours now and always. Amen.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Page 16

September 22, 2019

Closing Song | Thuma Mina *
Traditional South African Song

Birthday and Anniversaries *
We pray together then sing “God Grant Them Many Years”.

Annual Giving Update and Announcements *
A list of Grace’s events and activities is printed on the back pages of your bulletin. During this season, spoken
announcements are limited to three. Please contact Wren (wren@gracehere.org) in advance to schedule a verbal
announcement about a Grace program or event.

Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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A Map of the Kingdom
You are not far from the Kingdom of God. – Mark 12:34

How near to the borders can we venture,
how close to the looming or invisible walls
without being taken, trapped like wild game,
netted like unsuspecting fish that hover
in their own blue kingdom
to be suddenly tangled then yanked high
into a world of light and air?
Some creatures love to be sought, not found,
love to be caught, not bound,
to be lured within range,
ever quite aware of where the net
has cast itself—much wider than we suspect.
Perhaps our sore lips already know the foreign parts of speech.
Listen. It almost sounds like plainchant.
Or jazz. An anthem, a cadence
to coax and measure our steps.
We should watch where we walk.
We should watch what we say.
A kingdom of margins will find us.
God’s grammar is not far from our tongues.
~ David Wright, from “A Liturgy for Stones”
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News from Grace | September 22, 2019

Ongoing Grace
Ministries & Programs
Gather in the nave unless otherwise
noted.
Eucharist
8 & 9:30 am Sundays
Poetry as Prayer Practice
11:00 am 1st & 3rd Sundays

Grace Eucharistic Ministers Recognition
Today, we recognize the service of the Grace Eucharistic Ministers, past
and present. As one of the Grace Eucharistic Ministers said, “GEMS serve
without thought of recognition. To me, we feel privileged to serve Grace,
and God, in this very special and personal way.” Please share in
recognizing the service of the Grace Eucharistic Ministers today.
And recently retired after many years of ministry: David Moen and
Barbara Cole.

2020 Annual Giving Campaign
Grace invites you to extend our circle of Presence, Trust, Care and
Compassion through our Annual Giving Campaign. Please support this
once-a-year campaign that will help to support all of our ministries. By
achieving our goal of $594,000, we will expand the circle of our children
and youth programs, grow our pastoral care ministry, sustain our faith
formation programs while we continue to celebrate the Eucharist
together. You can donate or pledge by visiting our website:
https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/.
With much gratitude,
Campaign team members: Wendy Tyner, Mairead Shutt, Joe Paar, and
Julie Shryock.

Upcoming Events & Programs
September 22

Knitting into the Mystery
10-11:45 am 4th Mondays
Centering Prayer
Noon to 1 pm Tuesdays
Healing Eucharist & Bible Study
10:30 am to noon Wednesdays
Grace Music Circle Rehearsals
7 pm Wednesdays. Info:
martin@gracehere.org
Streets of Seattle
5 pm 3rd Tuesdays starting in the
Grace kitchen
Mom’s Morning Retreat
9:30-11 am 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Thursdays
September through May
Island Kirtan
7-8:30 pm 1st Thursdays
Compassionate Caring
Support Group
9:30-11 am 2nd & 4th Fridays
Friday Friends Bulletin Folding
10:30 am Fridays

Sandwiches for Seattle | 11:15 am
For 5th through 8th graders. Contact Wren to join in today.

September 26
Parent Community Discussion | 7 pm
Parents, join a community of other parents to discuss the very real joys
and challenges of loving our children well. Childcare will be available.
Info: kim@gracehere.org.

Super Suppers
3 pm the last Friday of every other
month, Eagle Harbor
Congregational Church
Grounds & Trails Work Party
9 am to noon 3rd Saturdays
Service Sundays
11:30 am-12:30 pm 4th Sundays
Team Flower Altar Arrangements
To participate, contact
janicejeffcoat@msn.com
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September 29
Newcomers Dinner | 5-7 pm in Walker Hall
We love to welcome newcomers to Grace! Please join us for a soup supper and welcome by Wren and
Grace’s lay leaders. This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know others and learn more about our
community. We’ll share a light supper, tour our beautiful Graceland, and share our stories with each other.
Children are welcome.
Please RSVP by e-mail or phone. If you have any questions, please contact us. RSVP: Mairead Shutt, 206-3993627, maireadshutt@gmail.com.

October 6
Blessing of the Animals 11:15 am
Bring beloved animals feathered, furry and scaly. We will bless and be blessed by them after the 9:30 liturgy.

Youth Group Meeting | 5 – 7 pm
We’ll eat dinner, play games, break into small groups and plan and choose our service projects for the year.

October 11-13 | All Parish Retreat
Register Now for the All-Parish Retreat at Fort Worden
Registration is open for Grace Church’s Parish Retreat at Fort Worden State Park! We will be invited into
learning, reflection, and contemplative practice in our community, region, and around the world.
Our theme this year is “Life Mosaic,“ and we will share and reflect on the stories that shape our lives
and community. We will join in small group dialogue, storytelling, creative writing, and making visual
art. We will also explore spiritual practices that support and provide structure for our stories.
Who: People of all ages. We’ll have time for play, exploration, and relaxation, learning, and reflection, and plenty
of activities for children and youth.
When: 4:30 pm Friday, October 11 to 11 am Sunday, October 13
Where: Fort Worden State Park
Find a link to the registration form at gracehere.org (under Parish Life, click or tap 2019 All Parish Retreat). Then
drop off or mail the form and your check to Grace. Questions? Pegge Ashcroft (ashcroftpegge@gmail.com) or
Rachel Brandt (rachbrandt@comcast.net). See you there!

October 19 9:30 am – 3:30 pm| Spiritual Discernment Training
Please contact Patty Molloy (pattymolloy5@gmail.com) or Emily Chamberlain
(emchamberlain@mindspring.com) for information.

Other News of Note
October 25 – 27 | Men’s Retreat | Please contact Eric Matthews for information: eric@ericmatthews.com.
October 27 | Service Sunday | We will be assembling Hygiene Kits to be distributed by FISHLINE. Please
contact Cindy Logan for information: cynthialogan63@gmail.com.
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