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Grace Episcopal Church
16th Sunday After Pentecost
September 29, 2019 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Martin Cockroft
Tribe | Cedar

Autumn
The leaves are falling, falling as from far,
As if far gardens in the skies were dying;
They fall, and never seem to be denying.
And in the night the earth, a heavy ball,
Into a starless solitude must fall.
We all are falling.
My own hand no less
Than all things else; behold, it is in all.
Yet there is One who, utter gentleness,

Signs

Holds all this falling in
His hands to bless.

In time of drought, let us be
thankful for this very gentle rain,

~ Rainer Maria Rilke

a gift not to be disdained
though it is little and brief,
reaching no great depth, barely
kissing the leaves' lips. Think of it as
mercy. Other minor blessings may
show up--tweezers for splinters,
change for the parking meter,
a green light at the intersection,
a cool wind that lifts away summer's
suffocating heat. An apology after
a harsh comment. A word that opens
an unfinished poem like a key in a lock.
~ Luci Shaw
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Songs & readings omitted at the 8:00 service are marked with an *
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts.

Gathering Song | It is Well
Words: Horation Spafford, adapted by Martin Cockroft | Music: Philip Bliss, adapted by Martin Cockroft

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

From many places, with many stories,
we come. Meet us here.
With gratitude and uncertainty, anxieties and joys,
we come. Give us rest.
We rejoice in your promise:
nothing can separate us from your love. Welcome us home.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | Praise with Joy the World’s Creator *
Words: Iona Community | Music: Lauda anima, John Goss

The Collect
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Sheltering One, you are bound to us in love. In your wisdom, guide us to listen to one
another. Weave our lives together that we may be a refuge of your goodness. Amen.
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of
Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the army of the
king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the
court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, where King Zedekiah of
Judah had confined him.
Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is
going to come to you and say, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of
redemption by purchase is yours." Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of
the guard, in accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, "Buy my field that is
at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours;
buy it for yourself." Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord.
And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the
money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses,
and weighed the money on scales. Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing
the terms and conditions, and the open copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch
son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence
of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the
Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. In their presence I charged Baruch,
saying, Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this
sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in
order that they may last for a long time. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the psalm.

Psalm | 91:1-6, 14-16
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
and passes the night
under the shadow of the Almighty,
will say to the Lord,
"You are my refuge and my stronghold
my God in whom I trust."
The Lord will free you from the snare of the hunter
and from the destroying pestilence.
The wings of the Most High will cover you,
and you will be safe
under the feathers of the Almighty
the faithfulness of the Lord will
be your shield and defence.
You will not be afraid of any terror by night
nor of the arrow that flies by day,
of the pestilence that stalks in darkness
nor of the plague that lays waste at noon.
Because they have set their love upon me
I will deliver them
I will uphold them because they know my name.
When they call to me I will answer
I will be with them in trouble,
I will rescue them and bring them to honour.
With long life I will satisfy them
and show them my saving power.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | 1 Timothy 6:6-19 *
There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing,
we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and
are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pains.
But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to
which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of
many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus,
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to
keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which he will bring about at the right time — he who is the blessed and only
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and
dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor
and eternal dominion. Amen.
As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us
with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works,
generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Ubi Caritas
Setting: Jacques Berthier, from Songs and Prayers from Taizé

The Celebrant introduces the Gospel by saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Luke 16:19-31
Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered
with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table;
even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away
by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades,
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by
his side. He called out, `Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.' But
Abraham said, `Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are
in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that
those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from
there to us.' He said, `Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house — for I
have five brothers — that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this
place of torment.' Abraham replied, `They have Moses and the prophets; they should
(Reading continues on the following page.)
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listen to them.' He said, `No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.' He said to him, `If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Words & Music: Linnea Good

Leader

Generous One, we come to you.

We gather silently in prayer.
Leader

“The wings of the Most High will cover you, and you will be safe under the feathers
of the Almighty.”
Comfort those who carry heavy grief or loneliness, expectations or anxiety. We
name before you those who need work or are without a safe home.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
People

Trusting your compassion,

we pray to you.

‘

Leader

“‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession
and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.’ Then I knew that this was the word of
the Lord.”
Thank you for people in this community who invest in and care for places of
brokenness. Open us to prophetic voices that call us into just and merciful action.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
People

Trusting your presence in the world,

Leader

“As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or
to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment.”
Strengthen us to pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and
gentleness in each of our relationships.

we pray to you.

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.
Leader
Trusting your faithfulness,
People
we pray to you.
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Leader

“There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it.”
Guide leaders around the world and people of all nations in ways of contentment
and peace. Make us rich in good works and generosity, ready to share.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
People

Trusting your completeness,
we pray to you.

Leader

“Because they have set their love upon me, I will deliver them. I will uphold them
because they know my name.”
We pray for those close to us who are in need.
We pause as Grace’s prayer list is read.

Leader
People

Trusting your mercy,
we pray to you.
Words & Music: Linnea Good

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
All

Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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We remain seated.

Offertory Song | Rich Man Poor Man Blues *
by Martin Cockroft

The rich man was living large
He had everything the world could give
Lazarus he had nothing but
The rags he wore upon his skin
In the kingdom that poor man
Will have life, he will be fed
He is invited in
He is invited in
He is invited in
Abraham’s got a table set
For Lazarus and all his friends
And they’re all invited in
Poor man sitting at the city gate
Begging for a crust of bread
Rich man with too much to eat
Saying, I can’t hear a word he says
But Abraham’s got a table set
For Lazarus and all his friends
And they’re all invited in

They’re all invited in
They’re all invited in
Abraham’s got a table set
For Lazarus and all his friends
They’re all invited in
You’re all invited in
You’re all invited in
Abraham’s got a table set
For Lazarus and all his friends
And you’re all invited in
We’re all invited in
We’re all invited in
Abraham’s got a table set
For Lazarus and all his friends
And we’re all invited in

WE GATHER AROUND THE TABLE
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.
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You made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you,
and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer
alcohol free wine, or a wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup.

Music During Communion | We Are Made Whole *
Anonymous

God Welcomes All *
South African Song | Words by John L. Bell
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God, Who Touches Earth with Beauty *
Words: Mary S. Edgar | Music: James Edmund Jones

Peace is Flowing Like a River *
Anonymous

Joy is flowing like a river …
Hope is flowing like a river …

Following communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.
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We remain seated and sing together.

Song After Communion | All Shall Be Well *
Words: Julian of Norwich | Music: Stefan Andre Waligur

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

The love of God, the friendship of Jesus, and the power of the Spirit make you rich in good
works, generous, and ready to share. And the blessing of the One who was and is and is to
come rest upon you today and always. Amen.
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Closing Song | Rain Down *
Words & Music: Jaime Cortez, based on Psalm 33

Birthday and Anniversaries *
We pray together then sing “God Grant Them Many Years”.

Annual Giving Update and Announcements *
A list of Grace’s events and activities is printed on the back pages of your bulletin. During this season, spoken
announcements are limited to three. Please contact Wren (wren@gracehere.org) in advance to schedule a verbal
announcement about a Grace program or event.

Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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News from Grace | September 29, 2019

Ongoing Grace
Ministries & Programs
Gather in the nave unless otherwise
noted.
Eucharist
8 & 9:30 am Sundays
Poetry as Prayer Practice
11:00 am 1st & 3rd Sundays

2020 Annual Giving Campaign
Grace invites you to extend our circle of presence, trust, care and
compassion through our Annual Giving Campaign.
We have already reached $212,200, or 35.6% of our $594,000 goal!

Knitting into the Mystery
10-11:45 am 4th Mondays
Centering Prayer
Noon to 1 pm Tuesdays
Healing Eucharist & Bible Study
10:30 am to noon Wednesdays
Grace Music Circle Rehearsals
7 pm Wednesdays. Info:
martin@gracehere.org

Please support this once-a-year campaign that will help to support all of
our ministries. You can donate or pledge by visiting our website:
https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/. Our campaign ends
November 10.
With much gratitude,
Wendy Tyner, Mairead Shutt, Joe Paar, and Julie Shryock.

Register Now for the All-Parish Retreat at Fort Worden
Registration is open for Grace Church’s Parish Retreat at Fort Worden
State Park! We will be invited into learning, reflection, and
contemplative practice in our community, region, and around the
world.
Our theme this year is “Life Mosaic,“ and we will share and reflect on
the stories that shape our lives and community. We will join in small
group dialogue, storytelling, creative writing, and making visual art. We
will also explore spiritual practices that support and provide structure
for our stories.
Who: People of all ages. We’ll have time for play, exploration, and
relaxation, learning, and reflection, and plenty of activities for
children and youth.
When: 4:30 pm Friday, October 11 to 11 am Sunday, October 13
Where: Fort Worden State Park
Find a link to the registration form at gracehere.org (under Parish
Life, click or tap 2019 All Parish Retreat). Then drop off or mail the
form and your check to Grace. Questions? Pegge Ashcroft
(ashcroftpegge@gmail.com) or Rachel Brandt
(rachbrandt@comcast.net). See you there!
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Streets of Seattle
5 pm 3rd Tuesdays starting in the
Grace kitchen
Mom’s Morning Retreat
9:30-11 am 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Thursdays
September through May
Island Kirtan
7-8:30 pm 1st Thursdays
Compassionate Caring
Support Group
9:30-11 am 2nd & 4th Fridays
Friday Friends Bulletin Folding
10:30 am Fridays
Super Suppers
3 pm the last Friday of every other
month, Eagle Harbor
Congregational Church
Grounds & Trails Work Party
9 am to noon 3rd Saturdays
Service Sundays
11:30 am-12:30 pm 4th Sundays
Team Flower Altar Arrangements
To participate, contact
janicejeffcoat@msn.com

September 29, 2019

Upcoming Events & Programs
September 29
Newcomers Dinner | 5-7 pm in Walker Hall
We love to welcome newcomers to Grace! Please join us for a soup supper and welcome by Wren and
Grace’s lay leaders. This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know others and learn more about our
community. We’ll share a light supper, tour our beautiful Graceland, and share our stories with each other.
Children are welcome.
Please RSVP by e-mail or phone. If you have any questions, please contact us. RSVP: Mairead Shutt, 206-3993627, maireadshutt@gmail.com.

October 3 | Book Group | Tuesdays at Noon
Join us for another thoughtful Faith Formation book group! On three consecutive Tuesdays starting October
3, we'll dive into a study of Richard Rohr’s Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life. Books will be
available in the narthex.

October 6
Blessing of the Animals 11:15 am
Bring beloved animals feathered, furry and scaly. We will bless and be blessed by them after the 9:30 liturgy.

Lectio Divina | 4 pm
Explore the experience of scripture though this ancient practice led by Nita Baer. Info: kim@gracehere.org

Youth Group Gathering | 5 – 7 pm
We’ll eat dinner, play games, break into small groups and plan and choose our service projects for the year.

October 11-13 | All Parish Retreat | Fort Worden State Park
Please contact Pegge Ashcroft (ashcroftpegge@gmail.com) or Rachel Brandt (rachbrandt@comcast.net)
for information.

October 19 | Spiritual Discernment Training 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
Please contact Patty Molloy (pattymolloy5@gmail.com) or Emily Chamberlain
(emchamberlain@mindspring.com) for information.

October 25 – 27 | Men’s Retreat
Please contact Eric Matthews for information: eric@ericmatthews.com.

October 27 | Service Sunday
We will be assembling Hygiene Kits to be distributed by FISHLINE. Please contact Cindy Logan for
information: cynthialogan63@gmail.com.

October 29 | Men of Grace Chili Cook-Off 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Men of Grace, you are invited to attend this year’s Men’s Group Chili Cook-Off and Potluck Dinner. See Eric
Matthews for information. eric@eric.matthews.com.
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