
Grace Episcopal Church 

20th Sunday After Pentecost 

October 27, 2019 | 8 and 9:30am 
Ministers | All of Us 

Rector | Wren Blessing 

Music | Martin Cockroft 

Tribe | Rhododendron 
      

           

 
The Humble Seat @ Jan L. Richardson.janrichardson.com 

        

 

God’s True Cloak 
by Rainer Maria Rilke 

 

 

We must not portray you in king’s robes, 

you drifting mist that brought forth the morning. 

Once again from the old paintboxes 

we take the same gold for scepter and crown 

that has disguised you through the ages. 

Piously we produce our images of you 

till they stand around you like a thousand walls. 

And when our hearts would simply open, 

our fervent hands hide you. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://onbeing.org/author/rainer-maria-rilke/
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Songs & readings omitted at the 8:00 service are marked with an * 

 

A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts.  

Gathering Song | Come & Fill 

 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand. 

Celebrant From many places, with many stories, 

People  we come. Meet us here. 

Celebrant With gratitude and uncertainty, anxieties and joys, 

People  we come. Give us rest.  

Celebrant We rejoice in your promise: 

People  nothing can separate us from your love. Welcome us home. 
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We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | Now Thank We All Our God * 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

We exalt you, humble God. Make this a place of gentleness, understanding, forgiveness, 

and new beginnings, that as we imitate your humility, we may rejoice in your abundant love. 

Amen.  
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WE TELL THE STORY 
We are seated for the reading. 
 

The First Reading | Joel 2:23-32 

O children of Zion, be glad 

and rejoice in the Lord your God; 

for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 

he has poured down for you abundant rain, 

the early and the later rain, as before. 

The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 

the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

I will repay you for the years 

that the swarming locust has eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 

my great army, which I sent against you. 

You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 

and praise the name of the Lord your God, 

who has dealt wondrously with you. 

And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 

and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 

And my people shall never again 

be put to shame. 

Then afterward 

I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, 

and your young men shall see visions. 

Even on the male and female slaves, 

in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 
 

I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 

smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great 

and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 

escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom 

the Lord calls. 



Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost                                           Page 5                                                             October 27, 2019 

After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 
We stand and say the psalm. 

Psalm | 65  
Translated by Ellen F. Davis 
 

To You, silence is praise, O God in Zion, 

and to You vows are paid.  
 

O You who hear prayer, 

before You all flesh comes.  
 

Misdeeds—they are stronger than I am; our transgressions— 

You are the one who makes atonement. 
 

Privileged are those whom You choose and draw near 

to dwell in Your courts. 
 

May we be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, 

Your holy temple. 
 

With awesome works, in righteousness, You answer us, 

O God of our salvation, 
 

the Confidence of all the ends of the earth, 

and the furthest reaches of the sea. 
 

He sets firm the mountains in his strength; 

He is girded with might.        
 

He silences the roar of the seas, the roar of their waves, 

and the din of the nations. 
 

Those who inhabit the ends of the earth  

feel reverent-fear at your signs; 
 

the reaches of morning and evening,  

You make them ring with joy;                                                                 
                        Psalm continued on following page. 
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You visit the earth and water it; 

You abundantly enrich it— 

God’s stream, full of water. 

 

You set their grain—yes, You set it just so. 

 

Drenching its furrows, settling its hillocks, 

You soften it with showers; its growth You bless. 

 

You have crowned the year with Your goodness, 

and Your wagon-tracks drip richness. 

 

The pastures of the wilderness are dripping, 

and the hills are girdled with rejoicing. 
 

The meadows are clothed with the flocks, 

And the valleys robed with grain. 
 

They shout out; they even sing. 
 

We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | 2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 * 

I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have 

fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is 

reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give 

me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted 

against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the 

message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from 

the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | When I Was in Trouble/God Was There 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel | Luke 18:9-14 

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 

regarded others with contempt: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying 

thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 

even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But the 

tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his 

breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to 

his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

but all who humble themselves will be exalted." 

After the Gospel the Celebrant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Words & Music: Martin Cockroft 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Leader God to you, silence is praise.  

We gather silently in prayer. 
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Leader  "My people shall never again be put to shame." 
 

Pour out your Spirit on all who are burdened by shame. Inspire our dreams. Give 

us vision for new ways of living.  

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader          Trusting that you are in the midst of us, 

People          we pray to you. 

  

Leader  “But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength.” 

 

We entrust to you any who need strength, those who long for rescue, and those 

who are fragile, alone, or nearing death. 

 We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader          Trusting in your accompaniment, 

People          we pray to you. 

 

Leader “Those who inhabit the ends of the earth feel reverent-fear at your signs; 

the reaches of morning and evening, You make them ring with joy.” 
 

Move us and our leaders to live simply and without greed, that we may join in 

the rejoicing of your creation. 

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader          Trusting in your ongoing renewal, 

People          we pray to you. 
 

Leader  “…all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves 

will be exalted.” 
 

Open paths of humility and reconciliation in places of conflict around the 

world, and in our own lives. 

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud. 

Leader          Trusting in your redeeming love, 

People          we pray to you. 
 

“You set their grain—yes, You set it just so. Drenching its furrows, settling its 

hillocks, You soften it with showers; its growth You bless. You have crowned 

the year with Your goodness, and Your wagon-tracks drip richness.” 
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Comfort and strengthen those near to us longing for health and tranquility. We 

pray for those on our prayer list. 

 We pause for prayers to be offered silently and aloud. 
 

Leader         Trusting your goodness, 
People         we pray to you. 

 
Words & Music: Martin Cockroft  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

 
Silence may be kept. 

  

All  Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we have sinned against you 

 in thought, word, and deed, 

 by what we have done, 

 and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

 have mercy on us and forgive us; 

 that we may delight in your will, 

 and walk in your ways, 

 to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. 

Celebrant Now the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
We remain seated. 

Offertory Song | As Rains from the Clouds *  
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WE GATHER AROUND THE TABLE 
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
The Celebrant continues  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.  

You made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, 

and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.  

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you 

as we sing: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.  

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you.  
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.  

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made.  

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.   
 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 
Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s 
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer 

alcohol free wine, or a wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 
 
 

Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 

Music During Communion | Take Your Burden to the Lord *  
Offered by the Music Circle; Written by Charles Albert Tindley   
 

If the world from you withhold of its silver and its gold, 

And you have to get along with meager fare, 

Just remember, in His Word, how He feeds the little bird— 

Take your burden to the Lord and leave it there. 
 

Refrain: 

Leave it there, leave it there, 

Take your burden to the Lord and leave it there; 

If you trust and never doubt, He will surely bring you out— 

Take your burden to the Lord and leave it there. 
 

If your body suffers pain and your health you can’t regain, 

And your soul is almost sinking in despair, 

Jesus knows the pain you feel, He can save and He can heal— 

Take your burden to the Lord and leave it there. 

Now if your mother leaves you here, grief and sorrow you must bear 

And you feel that all the friend you have is gone 

But whenever you feel alone, Jesus will take you in His arms 

Take your burden to the Lord and leave it there 

When your youthful days are gone and old age is stealing on, 

And your body bends beneath the weight of care; 

He will never leave you then, He’ll go with you to the end— 

Take your burden to the Lord and leave it there. 
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We Are Made Whole* 
by Scott Lawrence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God *  
Words: Edwin Hatch (1835-1889), alt. 

Music: Nova Vita, Lister R. Peace (1885-1969) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Following communion we share silence with one another. 

The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 
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We remain seated and sing together. 

Song After Communion | Be Thou My Vision  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion  
We stand and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant offers a blessing. 

May God restore to you the years the locusts have eaten and crown your days with 

goodness. And the blessing, the power and the humility of God who was and is and is to 

come, be yours today and always. Amen. 

Irish traditional melody 

 

https://www.hymnal.net/en/search/all/composer/Irish+traditional+melody?t=ns&n=345
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Closing Song | The Peace of the Earth be With You* 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Birthday and Anniversaries *  

We pray together then sing “God Grant Them Many Years.” 
 

Annual Giving Update and Announcements * 
A list of Grace’s events and activities is printed on the back pages of your bulletin.  During this season, spoken 
announcements are limited to three. Please contact Wren (wren@gracehere.org) in advance to schedule a verbal 
announcement about a Grace program or event. 
 

Dismissal  
Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 

mailto:wren@gracehere.org
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Praise Song for the Day 

Each day we go about our business, 

walking past each other, catching each 

other’s 

eyes or not, about to speak or speaking. 

All about us is noise. All about us is 

noise and bramble, thorn and din, each 

one of our ancestors on our tongues. 

Someone is stitching up a hem, darning 

a hole in a uniform, patching a tire, 

repairing the things in need of repair. 

Someone is trying to make music 

somewhere, 

with a pair of wooden spoons on an oil drum, 

with cello, boom box, harmonica, voice. 

A woman and her son wait for the bus. 

A farmer considers the changing sky. 

A teacher says, Take out your pencils. Begin. 

We encounter each other in words, words 

spiny or smooth, whispered or declaimed, 

words to consider, reconsider. 

We cross dirt roads and highways that mark 

the will of some one and then others, who 

said 

I need to see what’s on the other side. 

I know there’s something better down the 

road. 

We need to find a place where we are safe. 

We walk into that which we cannot yet see. 

Say it plain: that many have died for this day. 

Sing the names of the dead who brought us 

here, 

who laid the train tracks, raised the bridges, 

picked the cotton and the lettuce, built 

brick by brick the glittering edifices 

they would then keep clean and work inside 

of. 

Praise song for struggle, praise song for the 

day. 

Praise song for every hand-lettered sign, 

the figuring-it-out at kitchen tables. 

Some live by love thy neighbor as thyself, 
others by first do no harm or take no more 
than you need. What if the mightiest word is 
love? 

Love beyond marital, filial, national, 

love that casts a widening pool of light, 

love with no need to pre-empt grievance. 

In today’s sharp sparkle, this winter air, 

any thing can be made, any sentence begun. 

On the brink, on the brim, on the cusp, 

praise song for walking forward in that light. 

This poem is excerpted with permission from Elizabeth 
Alexander’s collection of poetry, Crave Radiance. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Crave-Radiance-Selected-Poems-1990-2010/dp/1555976301/ref=sr_1_1%22


 
News from Grace | October 27, 2019 
 

 
 

2020 Annual Giving Campaign: Extending the Circle 

 

                                
September 15 to November 10, 2019 

 

100% ... is getting closer! Together, we've raised $424,705 which 

is 71.5% of our goal of $594,000! 

Our additional goal is to have 100% of you make a pledge. 

Thank you to the 119 families who have pledged. Please 

return your pledge card or go online 

(https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving) by November 10. 

Giving to Grace is Good. 

Annual Giving Team Joe, Mairead, Wendy, and Julie 

 

"I give to Grace Episcopal Church because I love this 

congregation of people who believe in honesty, inclusion, 

service and God.  I am so grateful to be in a place where Jesus' 

message is relevant and instructional in my life. I like to wake 

up every day believing I'm connected to a priest and a 

community of people trying to live out kindness, generosity and 

love.  My financial commitment to Grace grounds me in my 

faith." 

                        ~ Jane Crane 

 

Upcoming Events & Programs    

Today, October 27  

Ministry Fair |  11am 
Join us today for the Ministry Fair in Walker Hall during coffee. Grace’s 

ministry conveners will share ways that you can get involved in Grace’s 

many beautiful opportunities for service, learning, and fellowship. 

Ongoing Grace  

Ministries & Programs  

Gather in the nave unless otherwise 

noted.  

Eucharist 

8am & 9:30am Sundays 

Youth Group Gathering 

5 – 7pm 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays  

11:15 – 2pm Service Sundays on 4th 

Sundays 

Poetry as Prayer Practice 

11am 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Centering Prayer 

Noon to 1pm Tuesdays 

Healing Eucharist & Bible Study 

10:30am to noon Wednesdays  

Grace Music Circle Rehearsals 

7pm Wednesdays. Info: 

martin@gracehere.org 

Streets of Seattle 

5pm 3rd Tuesdays starting in the 

Grace kitchen  

Mom’s Morning Retreat 

9:30-11am 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Thursdays 

September through May 

Island Kirtan 

7-8:30pm 1st Thursdays 

Compassionate Caring  

Support Group 

9:30-11am 2nd & 4th Fridays 

Friday Friends Bulletin Folding 

10:30am Fridays 

Super Suppers 

3pm the last Friday of every other 

month, Eagle Harbor 

Congregational Church  

Grounds & Trails Work Party  

9am to noon 3rd Saturdays 

Service Sundays  

11:30am-12:30pm 4th Sundays 

Team Flower Altar Arrangements  

To participate, contact 

janicejeffcoat@msn.com 

 

https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving
mailto:janicejeffcoat@msn.com
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Service Sunday  |  11am 
Join us in assembling Hygiene Kits to be distributed by Fishline.   

Costume Compline  |  6 – 7pm 
Folks of all ages are invited to a very special Costumed Compline along Grace’s trails.  Come in costume 

(optional) from any time from 6 - 7pm to walk the candlelit trails, stopping at special spots to offer prayers or 

songs.  Then join us around a fire for popcorn.  
 

October 29 | Men of Grace Chili Cook-Off  | 6:30 – 8:30pm 

It is time to find out who will claim the title of  “Grace Men’s Group Chili Master”! Contact Eric 

(eric@ericmatthews.com) for information. 

November 3 |Daylight Saving Time Ends 

All Saints Day  |  8am & 9:30am 
We will remember and celebrate the saints whose loving witness surrounds us. You are invited to bring 

photos of people you have loved and lost. 

 

Rule of Life Series  |  4 – 5:15pm 
Join in on the first in the series of four afternoons. Wren will facilitate small group reflection and large group 

discussion on different aspects of a rule of life. 

Youth Group Gathering | 5 – 7pm 
All youth in grades 6 – 12 are invited to join us for dinner, games and small group discussion.  

November 5 | Book Group  | Tuesdays | 7– 8:30pm 

For three Tuesdays in November, Earth & Spirit Ministry offers a book group discussion of Climate—A New 

Story by Charles Eisenstein.  Contact Deborah Milton (deborahmltn@gmail.com) for more information. 

November 6 | Strategic Plan Talk Session  | noon – 1:30pm 

Join us for the  first of two sessions where we will discuss the Strategic Plan. We will explore how God is calling 

us to pray, grow, hope and serve in our world.   

November 10 

Gallery at Grace Artist Reception  | 10:30am 
Welcome photographer Susan McDonald to Gallery at Grace at her reception at 10:30am. Her candid 

photographic images reflect her love and fascination with vast expressions of humanity and various 

cultures. 

 
Rule of Life Series  |  4 – 5:15pm 
This is the second in the series of four afternoons. Wren will facilitate small group reflection and large group 

discussion on different aspects of a rule of life. 

 

November 15 | Wisdom Circle  | 9:45 – 11am 

Join Rector Wren Blessing, Florrie Munat, and Andrea Barrineau on November 15 for conversation,  prayer, 

perspectives, and good company, reflecting on Grace’s Outreach program with Heather Paar and Cindy 

Logan. Please call or email Grace's office if you plan to attend.   
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