“The Wise Ones” by Jan Richardson

Grace Episcopal Church
The Feast of the Epiphany
January 5, 2020 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Speakers | Juana and Sidra
Accompanied by Annika Turner,
Family Services Director at
Kitsap Immigrant Assistance Center

Music | Wendi Olinger
Tribe | Cherry
This week, children join their families for the first part of worship. After a short
conversation with Wren, they will process out for the Little Community, and
share in child-led prayers and music. At Grace, children of all ages are invited to
participate in the Little Community on the first Sunday of every month.

Epiphany
It might have been just someone else’s story,
Some chosen people get a special king.
We leave them to their own peculiar glory,
We don’t belong, it doesn’t mean a thing.
But when these three arrive they bring us with them,
Gentiles like us, their wisdom might be ours;
A steady step that finds an inner rhythm,
A pilgrim’s eye that sees beyond the stars.
They did not know his name but still they sought him,
They came from otherwhere but still they found;
In temples they found those who sold and bought him,
But in the filthy stable, hallowed ground.
Their courage gives our questing hearts a voice
To seek, to find, to worship, to rejoice.
~ Malcolm Guite

Songs & readings omitted at the 8:00 service are marked with an *
A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Do You Hear What I Hear?
by Noel Regney & Gloria Shayne
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

In the beginning
was the Word.
The Word was with God,
and the word was God.
In the beginning was God.
All things came into being through God. What has come into being is life,
and that life is the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not
will not
can not
overcome it.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | What Child is This? *
Words: William Chatterton | Music: Greensleeves, English melody

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of light, you guide your people into new paths with constancy and in love. Like the
magi, give us searching hearts, and teach us to follow where you lead, that in your light we
may see light, and walking with you, we may find life. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
After the reading, the reader will say
The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 72:1-7,10-14
from the New Zealand Prayer Book

Give the king your justice O God
and your righteousness to the king's son,
that he may judge your people rightly
and uphold the poor with justice.
Let the mountains bring forth peace for the people
and the hills prosperity with justice.
May the king defend the cause of the poor among the people
save the children of the needy and crush the oppressor.
May he live as long as the sun endures
and long as the moon from age to age.
May he come down like rain upon the grass
like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish
and abundance of peace till the moon is no more.
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute
the kings of Sheba and Seba bring their gifts.
May all kings fall prostrate before him
and all nations render him service.
He shall deliver the needy when they cry
and the poor who have no helper.
He shall have pity on the weak and the needy
and save the lives of the poor.
He shall rescue them from oppression and violence
and their blood shall be precious in his sight.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Ephesians 3:1-12 *
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for
surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you,
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words,
a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given
me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things;
so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in
boldness and confidence through faith in him.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | We Three Kings
Words: Matthew 2:1-11; John H. Hopkins, Jr. | Music: KINGS OF ORIENT; John H. Hopkins, Jr.
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
At the 9:30am service, children are invited to join Wren for a brief conversation at the beginning of the homily.
Afterwards, children are invited to process out together to gather for the Little Community. They will return for
Communion.

Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Leader

God of goodness, the magi brought you gold. Guide the kings and rulers of our
world, that they may be gentle shepherds like you. Give our leaders discerning
hearts to ask for wisdom, to recognize when they are wrong, and to retrace their
steps by a different path. As the three kings came to honor your son, give us
grace to honor those people and places that embody your Spirit and share your
goodness. Make this church such a place in this new year.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

Leader

Holy One, your radiant presence was honored in the magi’s gift of frankincense.
Draw near to all who seek you or a deeper knowledge of you. Comfort those
who struggle to know your presence in the midst of depression,
discouragement, fear, or loneliness. Guide each of us who long for guidance
and new beginnings in the year to come.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

Leader

God who suffers, the magi anticipated your pain in the gift of myrrh. We pray for
all who, like you, are refugees from persecution, or are without a home. Be a
refuge for all who enter this new year without a place to rest securely, and make
us compassionate companions for those who suffer. Bring us all to a place
where your living presence may be found. We name before you those on our
prayer list.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

To you, God of love,
we raise our voices.

Prayers adapted from Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher. Shaping the Prayers of the People: The Art of Intercession (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014).
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The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
People

We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord
be always with you.
And also with you.

After the peace, we are seated.

Offertory Song | American Tune *
by Paul Simon | Offered by Dusty Collings, Marcus Lang, and Garth Edwards

Many's the time I've been mistaken
And many times confused
Yes, and often felt forsaken
And certainly misused
But I'm all right, I'm all right
I'm just weary to my bone
Still, you don't expect to be
Bright and bon vivant
So far away from home, so far away from home

And I dreamed I was dying
And I dreamed that my soul rose unexpectedly
And looking back down at me
Smiled reassuringly
And I dreamed I was flying
And high up above my eyes could clearly see
The Statue of Liberty
Sailing away to sea
And I dreamed I was flying

And I don't know a soul who's not been battered
I don't have a friend who feels at ease
I don't know a dream that's not been shattered
or driven to its knees
But it's all right, it's all right
We've lived so well so long
Still, when I think of the road
we're traveling on
I wonder what went wrong
I can't help it, I wonder what went wrong

We come on the ship they call the Mayflower
We come on the ship that sailed the moon
We come in the age's most uncertain hour
and sing an American tune
But it's all right, it's all right
You can be forever blessed
Still, tomorrow's going to be another working day
And I'm trying to get some rest
That's all I'm trying to get some rest
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues.

Revealing God, you send the light of a star, and in that light we see the truth of who you are
and the truth of who we are. Like the magi you call us to worship you, but like the magi we
mistake where you truly belong and where we truly belong. Yet in revelation you direct us to
yourself and in incarnation you meet us in yourself. You become what we are that we might
become what you are. And so you draw us to the company where your angels gather around
your eternal throne, singing their hymn of unending praise.
Words: Steve Garnaas Holmes | Melody: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
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God of wonder, as the magi brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, so we bring
these gifts of bread and wine. In those gifts we see your grief at the way we crucified your
Son, the holy one among us, but also the wonder of how you raised him to be our king in
glory forever.
Send down your Holy Spirit, that we may discover what it means to be of you and in you, and
that this bread of honest toil and this wine of joyous celebration may be for us the body and
blood of your Son Jesus Christ; who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you
thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat: this is my body which is
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith.
All
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues.

God of wisdom, as the magi brought gold, bring your whole church, living and departed, to
the vision of your glory. As the magi brought frankincense, infuse all who seek you with the
beauty of your holiness. As the magi brough myrrh, embrace all who suffer until the time
comes when you flood the whole creation with justice and mercy.
In this banquet restore us in your image, surround us with your company, and prepare us for
your freedom; that we may come to resemble your Son, through whom, and with whom,
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirt, all honor and glory are yours, now and forever.
AMEN.
Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher. Eucharistic Prayers (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2016).
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer
alcohol free wine, or a wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music during Communion | Just a Song before I Go *
by Graham Nash | Offered by Dusty Collings, Marcus Lang, and Garth Edwards

Just a song before I go,
to whom it may concern.
Travelling twice the speed of sound,
it's easy to get burned.

Going through security
we held each other long.
She finally looked at me in love,
and she was gone.

When my time was over,
I had to go back home,
and when I opened up the door
I had to be alone.

Just a song before I go,
a lesson to be learned.
Travelling twice the speed of sound,
it's easy to get burned.

She helped me with my suitcase,
she stands before my eyes,
driving me to the airport
into the friendly skies.

What Star is This? *
Words: Charles Coffin | Music: Puer nobis, melody from Trier MS, 15th cent.; adapt. Michael Praetorius
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One Light, One Sun *
by Raffi Cavoukian

Following Communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.

Song after Communion | Shalom Chaverim *
Traditional
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

May God, who led the magi by the shining of the star, lead you also in your pilgrimage to
find the Lord. And the blessing of God be upon you, Christ’s peace be with you, and the
Spirit love surround you now and always. Amen.
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Closing Song | He Came Down *
Cameroon trad.; arr. Marty Haugen

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Announcements
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

As you depart, please take chalk from the basket by the door to write an Epiphany blessing over the door of your home.
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News from Grace | January 5, 2020
January Ministry Focus: Chaplains on the Harbor
We will be learning more about Chaplains on the Harbor, collecting food
items for them the first three weeks of the month, and assembling food
packages on our Service Sunday, January 26th.
Collection baskets will be in the narthex. Helpful food items
include: Individual packets of hot chocolate/coffee, oatmeal/cereal in
plastic bowls, individual fruit cups, snack bars, peanut butter, and
powdered milk.

Ongoing Grace
Ministries & Programs
Gather in the nave unless otherwise
noted.
Eucharist
8am & 9:30am Sundays
Youth Group Gathering
5 – 7pm 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
11:15 – 2pm Service Sundays on 4th
Sundays
Poetry as Prayer Practice
11am 1st & 3rd Sundays

Upcoming Events & Programs

Centering Prayer
Noon to 1pm Tuesdays

Today | January 5

Healing Eucharist & Bible Study
10:30am to noon Wednesdays

Artist Reception for Erica Lambertson | 11 am

January 9
Mom’s Morning Retreat Resumes | 9:30 am
Book Discussion | 12 pm
Join us in the living room each Thursday during January for a discussion of
C.S. Lewis’s classic work, Perelandra. For more information, contact
Wayne Herbert, co-chair of Faith Formation at herbert@sbcglobal.net or
Kim Cockroft, minister of Faith Formation at kim@gracehere.org

January 12 | Youth Group - New Year’s Kickoff | 5 – 7 pm
Contact Faith for more information: youthgroup@gracehere.org

January 21 | Streets of Seattle | 5 pm
Meet at Grace at 5pm to prepare a warm, healthy meal to serve at the
outdoor meal site in Seattle. Or meet us at 8pm at 6th & James to serve.
Find a signup link here: gracehere.org/streets-of-seattle/

Upcoming Retreats
February 8 | Turning Towards Each Other | Couples Retreat

Grace Music Circle Rehearsals
7pm Wednesdays. Info:
martin@gracehere.org
Streets of Seattle
5pm 3rd Tuesdays starting in the
Grace kitchen
Mom’s Morning Retreat
9:30-11am 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Thursdays
September through May
Island Kirtan
7-8:30pm 1st Thursdays
Compassionate Caring
Support Group
9:30-11am 2nd & 4th Fridays
Friday Friends Bulletin Folding
10:30am Fridays
Super Suppers
3pm the last Friday of every other
month, Eagle Harbor
Congregational Church

9 am – 4 pm

Grounds & Trails Work Party
9am to noon 3rd Saturdays

Save the date! Grace is hosting an all-day facilitated workshop based on
John Gottman’s The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work.
Space is limited and registration will open early 2020.

Service Sundays
11:30am-12:30pm 4th Sundays

February 29 | St. Hildegarde Day Retreat | 10 am – 2 pm
For more information, contact, Kate Kinney (kinneyorcas@gmail.com).

Team Flower Altar Arrangements
To participate, contact
janicejeffcoat@msn.com
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