“Where the Way Leads” Jan Richardson

Grace Episcopal Church
Sunday of the Passion | Palm Sunday
April 5, 2020 | 9:30am

Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music | Martin Cockroft

Palm Sunday
so here come i
home again
and the people glad
giving thanks
glorying in the brother
laying turnips
for the mule to walk on
waving beets
and collards in the air
~ Lucille Clifton

The Poet Thinks About the Donkey
On the outskirts of Jerusalem
the donkey waited.
Not especially brave, or filled with understanding,
he stood and waited.
How horses, turned out into the meadow,
leap with delight!
How doves, released from their cages,
clatter away, splashed with sunlight.
But the donkey, tied to a tree as usual, waited.
Then he let himself be led away.
Then he let the stranger mount.
Never had he seen such crowds!
And I wonder if he at all imagined what was to happen.
Still, he was what he had always been: small, dark, obedient.
I hope, finally, he felt brave.
I hope, finally, he loved the man who rode so lightly upon him,
as he lifted one dusty hoof and stepped, as he had to, forward.
~Mary Oliver from Thirst
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Holy Week at Home
Please join us online: https://www.gracehere.org/holy-week-at-home/

April 9 Maundy Thursday
Resources available at link above

April 10 Good Friday at noon
April 12 Easter Day at 9:30 am
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Words of Welcome
The liturgy for Palm Sunday ends in silence. Today, announcements take place at the beginning of our worship.

Gathering Song | I am Walking a Path of Peace
by Janet Bauman Tissandier
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The Liturgy of the Palms
The First reading is introduced.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Matthew 21:1-11
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you
will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to
you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill
what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
"Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that
followed were shouting,
"Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!"
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were
saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."
The Officiant then says the following blessing

The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Officiant:
Let us pray.
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was
proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let
these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail
him as our King. Amen.
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Officiant
People

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Processional Song | Pave the Way with Branches by Bret Hesla
As we sing, please wave your branches. A slide show will play.

Officiant
People
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Opening Song | Rejoice, The Lord is King
Words: Charles Wesley | Music: John Darwall

A bell will sound and the Officiant says

The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Officiant
Lord Jesus, in great humility you came to be with us. You know sorrow and are acquainted
with grief. Mercifully grant that we, walking with you in the way of the cross, may find it none other than
the way of life and peace. Amen.
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A Reading | Philippians | 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew | 26:14-30
What We Need is Here by Amy McCreath
We respond to the reading as we sing together.

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew | 26:31-75
Lay Me Low Words: Shaker traditional | Music: Daniel E. Schwandt
We respond to the reading as we sing together
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A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew | 27:1-66
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd,
anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus
Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them,
Pilate
"Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the
Messiah?"
Narrator
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him,
Pilate’s Wife "Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal
because of a dream about him."
Narrator
Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to
have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them,
Pilate
"Which of the two do you want me to release for you?"
Narrator
And they said,
Congregation "Barabbas."
Narrator
Pilate said to them,
Pilate
"Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?"
Narrator
All of them said,
Congregation "Let him be crucified!"
Narrator
Then he asked,
Pilate
"Why, what evil has he done?"
Narrator
But they shouted all the more,
Congregation "Let him be crucified!"
Narrator
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying,
Pilate
"I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves."
Narrator
Then the people as a whole answered,
Congregation "His blood be on us and on our children!"
Narrator
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Narrator

Soldiers
Narrator

So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be
crucified.
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they
gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his
right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,
"Hail, King of the Jews!"
They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to
crucify him.

(At the mention of Golgotha, the congregation should stand and remain standing for the remainder of the reading.)

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this
man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means
Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it,
he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among
themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his
head they put the charge against him, which read, "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews."
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,
Bystanders
"You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the
Son of God, come down from the cross."
Narrator
In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking
him, saying,
Chief Priests "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down
from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him
now, if he wants to; for he said, `I am God's Son.'"
Narrator
The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about
three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud voice,
Jesus
"Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?"
Narrator
That is,
Jesus
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
Narrator
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,
Bystanders
"This man is calling for Elijah."
Narrator
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At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and
gave it to him to drink. But the others said,
Bystanders
"Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him."
Narrator
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were
split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep
were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city
and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said,
Centurion
"Truly this man was God's Son!”
Narrator
Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from
Galilee and had provided for him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also
a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered
it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and
laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone
to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there,
sitting opposite the tomb.
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered before Pilate and said,
Chief Priests "Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, `After three days I will
rise again.' Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day;
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, `He has been
raised from the dead,' and the last deception would be worse than the first."
Narrator
Pilate said to them,
Pilate
"You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can."
Narrator
So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.
Narrator
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Were You There When They Crucified My Lord? Offered by Barbara Hume
Words: African American spiritual | Music: African American spiritual; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas

Homily
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The Prayers of the People
Stefan Andre Waliger

We wait in silence.
Leader

As we look toward Jerusalem, we remember that Jesus walked with trepidation toward
what was coming. He was afraid yet he continued to walk. God, protect and give peace to
all who are fearful, and those who take risks in their work, particularly people serving in
healthcare, grocery stores, sanitation efforts, and daycares.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
All

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

Thank you for people whose work sustains our lives and for those whose cheerfulness in
working lifts our hearts. Thank you for those who launder, those who lead, those who
manage, those who share, those who cook and clean, those who care for neighbors.
Encourage us in the good work we offer, and in the hope we express through our work.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
All

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

Comfort and provide for the sick, the lonely, those who are hungry, depressed, or who
have lost good work. Renew us and all who are tired, and give wisdom to us when we are
confused or unsure.
We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.

Leader
All
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Give us courage as we pray for those close to us. Draw near to those whose need is their
only prayer. Make your presence known to those who are dying and to all who grieve.
Give peace and endurance to each person on our prayer list.

Leader

We pause for prayers to be offered silently or aloud.
Leader
All

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Officiant

Let us pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Closing Song | Jesus, Remember Me
Words: Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier

The Blessing
The Officiant offers a blessing.

May God, who in Christ was rejected, whose Spirit in you knows sorrow and is acquainted with grief, be
your peace, your hope, and your sustenance today. And the blessing of God, whose love is without
limit, whose mercy is everlasting, and whose kindness never ends, rest upon you and remain with you
now and always. Amen.

Blessing for Staying Awake
Even in slumber,
even in dreaming,
even in sorrow,
even in pain:
awake, awake,
awake my soul
to the One who keeps vigil
at all times with you.
~ Jan Richardson
from Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons
Wanton Gospeller Press, 2015
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