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Second Sunday of Easter 

April 19, 2020 | 9:30am  

Ministers | All of Us 

Rector | Wren Blessing 

Preacher | Beth Orling 

Music | Ann Strickland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happiness 

There’s just no accounting for happiness, 

or the way it turns up like a prodigal 

who comes back to the dust at your feet 

having squandered a fortune far away. 
 

And how can you not forgive? 

You make a feast in honor of what 

was lost, and take from its place the finest 

garment, which you saved for an occasion 

you could not imagine, and you weep night and day 

to know that you were not abandoned, 

that happiness saved its most extreme form 

for you alone. 
 

No, happiness is the uncle you never 

knew about, who flies a single-engine plane 

onto the grassy landing strip, hitchhikes 

into town, and inquires at every door 

until he finds you asleep midafternoon 

as you so often are during the unmerciful 

hours of your despair. 

It comes to the monk in his cell. 

It comes to the woman sweeping the street 

with a birch broom, to the child 

whose mother has passed out from drink. 

It comes to the lover, to the dog chewing 

a sock, to the pusher, to the basketmaker, 

and to the clerk stacking cans of carrots 

in the night. 

        It even comes to the boulder 

in the perpetual shade of pine barrens, 

to rain falling on the open sea, 

to the wineglass, weary of holding wine. 

 

 

~ Jane Kenyon from Otherwise: New and Selected Poems (Graywolf Press, 2005) 
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A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. 

Gathering Song | Prayer of Peace 
by David Haas from a Navajo Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

After the gathering song, we stand and sing.  

Cantor   

 

 

People   
 

 
 
The Officiant proclaims  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
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We remain standing and sing together 

Opening Song | Lord of All Hopefulness 
Words: Jan Struther | Music: SLANE; Gaelic; harm. by Erik Routley  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Officiant Let us pray. 

We take refuge in you, O God, for in you, we find living hope. Meet us in our fear and uncertainty and 

breathe your peace upon us, that we might have courage to forgive, wisdom to serve, and grace to 

rejoice in you. Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

 We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Acts 2:14a,22-32 
 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “You that are Israelites, 

listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, 

wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man, 

handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 

killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, 

because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him, 

‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

You have made known to me the ways of life; 

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 

with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David 

spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm | 16 
We say the Psalm. 
 

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;  

I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord, 

my good above all other." 

All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land,  

upon those who are noble among the people. 

But those who run after other gods  

shall have their troubles multiplied. 

Their libations of blood I will not offer,  

nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

O Lord, you are my portion and my cup;  

it is you who uphold my lot. 

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;  

indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;  

my heart teaches me, night after night. 

I have set the Lord always before me;  

because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;  

my body also shall rest in hope. 

 For you will not abandon me to the grave,  

nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

You will show me the path of life;  

in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
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We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 

into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of 

God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now 

for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith — being more 

precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory 

and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even 

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 

for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gospel Hymn | Have Mercy 
by Sandra McCracken 
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The Officiant then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel | John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 

be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 

other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 

shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
After the Gospel the Officiant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  
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We gather in prayer. 

The Prayers of the People 
Please add your intentions to our prayers by including your concerns or thanksgivings in the chat window at each bidding.  
 

Ann Strickland, from John 14:27 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silence 
 

Leader  You met Thomas in his confusion and doubt. Fill with peace each person who finds faith 

or hope far away. We pray for all who carry fear, loss, grief or despair. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   God of peace, 
People  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  We pray for those in our midst who know anxiety, irritability, or loneliness. Provide for 

those who are without work, who are hungry, or who are tired. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   God of peace, 
People  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  We pray for nations and peoples who are in conflict. Guide our leaders to pursue peace 

and strengthen the vulnerable. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 
 

Leader   God of peace, 
People  hear our prayer. 
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Leader  We give thanks for those people in whom, and places in which, we know life, hope, and 

encouragement. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   God of peace, 
People  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  We pray for those on our prayer list. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   God of peace, 
People  hear our prayer. 
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Officiant  Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Blessing 
The Officiant offers a blessing. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

love of God, and of God’s son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God who was and is and is to 

come, rest upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Closing Song | Let Your Little Light Shine  
Traditional 

Let your little light shine, shine, shine 

Oh let it shine, Oh my lord 

’Cause there might be someone down in the valley trying to get home. 

 

It might be you, it might be me 

Over the land or the deep blue sea 

Yes there might be someone down in the valley trying to get home. 

 

Let your little light shine, shine, shine 

Oh let it shine, Oh my lord 

’Cause there might be someone down in the valley trying to get home. 

 

It might be me, it might be you 

It might be your brother or your sister too 

Yes there might be someone down in the valley trying to get home. 

 

Let your little light shine, shine, shine 

Oh let it shine, Oh my lord 

’Cause there might be someone down in the valley trying to get home 
 

 

 

The Peace 
We conclude with the sharing of God’s peace. 
 

Officiant Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Now the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

 
We rely on and are grateful for your continued support.  

Please make your weekly offering or pledge payment here  

(https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/).  

Thank you! 

 
Songs and hymns reprinted with permission, CCLI #1657391 and One License #A-706845 

https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/
https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/

