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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 5, 2020 | 9:30am 
Ministers | All of Us 

Rector | Wren Blessing 

Curate | Stephen Crippen 

Music | Ann Strickland 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the New Year, 1981 

 

I have a small grain of hope– 

one small crystal that gleams 

clear colors out of transparency. 
 

I need more. 
 

I break off a fragment 

to send you. 
 

Please take 

this grain of a grain of hope 

so that mine won’t shrink. 

Please share your fragment 

so that yours will grow. 
 

Only so, by division, 

will hope increase, 
 

like a clump of irises, which will cease to flower 

unless you distribute 

the clustered roots, unlikely source– 

clumsy and earth-covered– 

of grace. 

 

 ~ Denise Levertov 
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A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. 

Gathering Song | This is My Song Offered as Instrumental 

Music: FINLANDIA by Jean Sibelius | Lyrics by Lloyd Stone  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
After the gathering song, the Officiant invites us to stand and says 
 

Officiant We are not alone. 

People  We live in God’s world. 

Officiant We are listening, Holy One. 

People  Give us hope, give us courage. 

Officiant God, bless every step that we are taking. 

People  And God, bless the earth beneath our feet. 
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We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | Who Will Speak? 
by Marty Haugen 

 

Refrain: 

Who will speak if you don’t? 

Who will speak if you don’t?  

Who will speak so their voice will be heard?  

Oh who will speak if you don’t? 

 

Who will speak for the poor and the broken?  

Who will speak for the peoples oppressed?  

Who will speak so their voice will be heard?  

Who will speak if you don’t?  
 

Refrain 
 

Who will speak for the ones who are voiceless?  

Speak the truth in the places of power?  

Who will speak so their voice will be heard?  

Who will speak if you don’t?  
 

Refrain 

 

 

The Collect 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

God of the weary and the heavy laden, God of all who are huddled and yearning to breathe free, you 

have taught us to keep your commandments by loving you and our neighbor. Grant us grace to be 

devoted to you with our whole heart, and unite us to one another in the wisdom of Christ and the hope 

of your Spirit. Amen.  
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WE TELL THE STORY 

We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Zechariah 9:9-12 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 
After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and say the Psalm. 

Psalm | 145:8-15 

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,  

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

The Lord is loving to everyone  

and his compassion is over all his works. 

All your works praise you, O Lord,  

and your faithful servants bless you. 

They make known the glory of your kingdom  

and speak of your power; 

That the peoples may know of your power  

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;  

your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words  

and merciful in all his deeds. 

The Lord upholds all those who fall;  

he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

 

We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Romans 7:15-25a 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 

Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, 

but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I 

can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want 

is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 

me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in 

the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my 

mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! 

Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | Legacy 
by Terry Garthwaite 
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The Officiant introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel | Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came 

eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 

knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

After the Gospel the Officiant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen 
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We gather silently in prayer. 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Officiant  Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Officiant Reconciling God, 

All  we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
  

Officiant Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

From Sundays and Seasons, a liturgical resource of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  
Used with permission. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Love Take a Walk with Me 
by Ana Hernandez & Fran McKendree 
 

Love take a walk with me, 

Love take a walk with me, 

Love take a walk with me, 

Oh, Spirit, guide my feet! 
 

Peace take a walk with me, 

Peace take a walk with me, 

Peace take a walk with me, 

Oh, Spirit, guide my feet! 

Oh, Spirit, guide my feet! 

 

Leader  O God our Comforter, you give us your yoke, joining us as one and leading us to find rest 

for our souls. Give your gentleness and grace to all people of faith, all who call upon you, 

and all who find their home at Grace Church. Make us humble in heart, and teach us your 

peace. 

We offer additional prayers for the church, silently or aloud. 

Leader   Hear us, O God. 
People  Your mercy is great. 
 

Leader  O God our Stronghold, you protect the vulnerable, lift up the weak-hearted, and set the 

prisoners free. Hold back in all nations the forces of oppression. Give your wisdom to all 

in authority. Liberate all people from violence and injustice. 

We offer additional prayers for the nations, silently or aloud. 

Leader   Hear us, O God. 
People  Your mercy is great. 
 

Leader  O God our Gardener, you cultivate green growth from the earth; you breathe life into all 

creatures; you bring water from the rock. Brood over the chaos in our hearts, and give us 

your creative Spirit. Strengthen us to care for this world of astonishing beauty. 

We offer additional prayers for the world, silently or aloud. 

Leader   Hear us, O God. 
People  Your mercy is great. 
 

Leader  O God our Sovereign, you are triumphant in victory, yet you enter the city on a donkey. 

Teach this community your way of humble service. Give us your power to minister 

gracefully to one another. Show us your ways. Teach us your paths. Lead us in your truth. 

We offer additional prayers for this community, silently or aloud. 

Leader   Hear us, O God. 
People  Your mercy is great. 
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Leader  O God our Physician, draw near to all who are sick, all who suffer, and all who are in 

trouble. Help the restless find their rest in you. Stir up our hearts to work for justice, 

equality, and safety for all people. We pray also for those on our parish prayer list. 

We offer additional prayers for all in need, silently or aloud. 

Leader   Hear us, O God. 
People  Your mercy is great. 
 

Leader  O God our Shepherd, you find us, and, rejoicing, you bring us home. Hear the songs of 

joy sung by all who have gone before us, those we love but see no longer. Gather us all 

together on the last day, when all tears will be wiped away. 

We offer additional prayers for those who have died, silently or aloud. 

Leader   Hear us, O God. 
People  Your mercy is great. 

 
 

Freedom take a walk with me, 

Freedom take a walk with me, 

Freedom take a walk with me, 

Oh, Spirit, guide my feet! 
 

Love take a walk with me, 

Love take a walk with me, 

Love take a walk with me, 

Oh, Spirit, guide my feet! 

Oh, Spirit, guide my feet! 
 

 

 

Officiant  Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Offertory Song | Lift Every Voice and Sing Offered by Stephanie Coates 
Words: James Weldon Johnson | Music:  John Rosamond Johnson 

While we cannot gather in person, we make our weekly offerings online here:  https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/.  

 

Lift ev'ry voice and sing 

'Til earth and heaven ring 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the list'ning skies 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has 

taught us 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has 

brought us 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 

Let us march on 'til victory is won 
 

Stony the road we trod 

Bitter the chastening rod 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died 

Yet with a steady beat 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been 

watered 

We have come, treading our path through the 

blood of the slaughtered 

Out from the gloomy past 

'Til now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast 

 

God of our weary years 

God of our silent tears 

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way 

Thou who has by Thy might 

Led us into the light 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, 

where we met Thee 

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the 

world, we forget Thee 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand 

May we forever stand 

True to our God 

True to our native land 

 

 

The Blessing 
The Officiant offers a blessing. 
 

The blessing of the one, holy, and undivided Trinity be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Weldon_Johnson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Rosamond_Johnson
https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/
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Closing Song | Down by the Riverside  
African American Spiritual 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Using the Zoom chat window, please share a milestone that we can recognize together.  
We will sing, “God Grant Them Many Years.” 
 

 

The Peace 
We conclude with the sharing of God’s peace. 

Officiant  Now the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you.  

 

 

 

 
Please stay online to join in a small group for a coffee hour conversation, or greet and be in conversation  

with Stephen at the following Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8900475363   

Families with children at home are invited to join in this Zoom gathering:  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9636148549?pwd=eldGdDdUciswaGZTcHhEQ3gvZTBIZz09 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8900475363
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9636148549?pwd=eldGdDdUciswaGZTcHhEQ3gvZTBIZz09
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American History 
 

Those four black girls blown up 

in that Alabama church 

remind me of five hundred 

middle passage blacks, 

in a net, under water 

in Charleston harbor 

so redcoats wouldn’t find them. 

Can’t find what you can’t see 

can you? 

 

~ Michael S. Harper  

from Images of Kin (University of Illinois Press, 1970) 
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