Grace Episcopal Church
12th Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2020 | 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Curate | Stephen Crippen
Music | Ann Strickland
Cairn from 2019 Youth Pilgrimage

Praying
It doesn’t have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch
a few words together and don’t try
to make them elaborate, this isn’t
a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.
~ Mary Oliver from Thirst: Poems, Beacon Press ©2006

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts.

Gathering Song | I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
African American Spiritual

3. When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
After the gathering song, the Officiant invites us to stand and says
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People

We are not alone.
We live in God’s world.
We are listening, Holy One.
Give us hope, give us courage.
God, bless every step that we are taking.
And God, bless the earth beneath our feet.
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | Jubilate Deo Offered by members of the Music Circle
Words: Taizé Community | Music: Jacques Berthier

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, gather us together in unity by your Holy Spirit, that we may proclaim the Good News of
Jesus Christ to the whole world. Amen.
Officiant
People
Officiant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Isaiah 51:1-6
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be for ever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 138
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name,
because of your love and faithfulness;
For you have glorified your Name
and your word above all things.
When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
They will sing of the ways of the Lord,
that great is the glory of the Lord.
Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly;
he perceives the haughty from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.
The Lord will make good his purpose for me;
O Lord, your love endures for ever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God— what is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader,
in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Although the Lord Be High Above
by Don Heffington

Although the Lord be high above
He doth regard the lowly
And deep within the secret heart
The Lord shall surely know thee

If I ascend to heaven, Lord
I know Thou wilt be with me
And if I make my bed in hell
I know Thou won’t desert me

Although I walk in trouble, Lord
I know Thou wilt revive me
You hold me in Thy very hands
And always walk beside me

How precious are thy thoughts to me
How great Thy loving kindness
How blind the man who cannot see
That God will ease his blindness

I love you with mine own true heart
Before the world I’ll praise Thee
Your love was there before the start
Thy mercy doth amaze me
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The Officiant introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Matthew 16:13-20
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And
I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
After the Gospel the Officiant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen

We gather silently in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
Sandra McCracken

Silence
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Leader

“Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord.
Look to [me,] the rock from which you were hewn…”
God, from all the world you are carving out a people who will seek your heart, pursue
what is right, and serve as your safe rock of refuge for the vulnerable and oppressed. May
we live with courage as your people.
We pause for further prayer.

Leader
People

Oh God, our rock, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation…
For my justice will go out from me for a light to the peoples.”
As your people, who hear your cry for justice on the earth, we are hearing anew your cries
for justice through our fellow citizens. As protests continue throughout our cities, and as
we enter into national elections and debates for our collective future, help us heal our
divisions. May we heed your voice more than our fears and seek your will for the common
good of us all.
We pause for further prayer.

Leader
People

Oh God of justice, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath…”
We look at your earth and our hearts are dismayed by what we see. Your beautiful and
bountiful creation is increasingly at risk. Temperatures and water levels continue to rise;
the lives of all your beloved creatures are increasingly vulnerable. Forgive us our greed
and help us be better stewards of your good earth.
We pause for further prayer.

Leader
People

Oh, High and Holy One, Ever-Generous Life-Giving God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly…
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe.”
How grateful we are that you care for us in our troubles! For all victims of the coronavirus
and their grieving families, for all who have lost jobs and face uncertain futures, for all
refugees and the poor of our earth, grant us wisdom and courage to act as your hands to
ease one another’s burdens.
We pause for further prayer.

Leader
People

As you care for the lowly, Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Leader

“We, who are many, are one body in Christ, and… members one of another.”
How grateful we are for one another! We are not alone. Together we pray for our
community and neighbors, for all local businesses and leaders, for our hospitals and
caregivers, for all who provide us with essential services. We pray also for these members
of our church family we now name before you.
We remember one another in further prayer.

Leader
People

We belong to you and each other. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Officiant

Offertory
While we cannot gather in person, we make our weekly offerings online here: https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/.
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The Blessing
The Officiant offers a blessing.

Holy eternal Majesty,
Holy incarnate Word,
Holy abiding Spirit,
Bless you for evermore. Amen.

Closing Song | Halle Halle Halle Traditional Caribbean; Arr. Iona Community

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Using the Zoom chat window, please share a milestone that we can recognize together.
We will sing, “God Grant Them Many Years.”

The Peace
We conclude with the sharing of God’s peace.
Officiant
Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All
And also with you.

Please stay online to join in a small group for a coffee hour conversation.
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Page 11

August 23, 2020

News from Grace | August 23, 2020

Newcomers
Are you new or visiting? Please email one of our clergy, Stephen Crippen
(stephen@gracehere.org) or Wren Blessing (wren@gracehere.org), to get more connected.

Annual Giving – What is your story?
As we look toward the fall, our Annual Giving team wants to hear your story!
How are you living into grace in your own life? How is this community inviting you to live into
God’s grace? Please email your reflections to Ann New (annjnew@gmail.com), Trustee for
Development, or to Grace's office (office@gracehere.org).

Outreach Opportunity with La Iglesia de la Resurrección
Consider bringing any of the following items to be distributed through our partner ministry, La Iglesia
de la Resurrección: Gift cards for Walmart, Safeway, or Fred Meyer; children’s diapers in sizes 3, 4,
and 5; feminine products, especially pads and deodorant; bubbles, drawing paper, coloring books
Place your contributions in the bins outside of Grace Church.

Do you want to share your music through Zoom?
Please contact Martin Cockroft (martin@gracehere.org) or Ann Strickland
(debraannstrickland@gmail.com) if you’d like to offer a song during our online Sunday service.

Upcoming Events & Programs
August 26 | Wednesday Healing Prayer & Bible Study | 10:30 am
Please find links to the Zoom login and the worship bulletin on our website:
https://www.gracehere.org/join-us-for-online-worship-at-grace/.

August 28
Compassionate Caring Support Group | 9:30 – 11 am
This group meets online every second and fourth Friday at 9:30am.
Please contact Diane at office@gracehere for the Zoom link.
Super Suppers | 1 – 3 pm
The Super Supper team prepare and assemble dinners in the Grace kitchen, to be distributed at the
Bainbridge Senior Center by youth from Bainbridge Island LDS. To participate in future Super
Suppers, please contact Cindy Logan (cynthialogan63@gmail.com)
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