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IX 
 

I go by a field where once 

I cultivated a few poor crops. 

It is now covered with young trees, 

for the forest that belongs here 

has come back and reclaimed its own. 

And I think of all the effort 

I have wasted and all the time, 

and of how much joy I took 

in that failed work and how much 

it taught me. For in so failing 

I learned something of my place, 

something of myself, and now 

I welcome back the trees. 
 

~ Wendell Berry, from Leavings. © Counterpoint Press, 2010 

 

“The Wrestling is Where the Blessing Begins” by Jan Richardson 
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Announcements 
 

 

Giving Together 
Jane Crane and Luke Yoder share about their experience of giving 

 

 

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. 

Gathering Song | I Am Walking a Path of Peace Led by Matt & Molly Perri 

by Janet Bauman Tissandier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 

*  I am walking a path of love … 

    I am walking a path of grace …  

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
After the gathering song, the Officiant invites us to stand and says 
 

Officiant We are not alone. 

People  We live in God’s world. 

Officiant We are listening, Holy One. 

People  Give us hope, give us courage. 

Officiant God, bless every step that we are taking. 

People  And God, bless the earth beneath our feet. 
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We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | Bright Morning Stars Led by Barbara Hume 

Traditional folk song 

Bright morning stars are rising 

Bright morning stars are rising 

Bright morning stars are rising 

Day is a'breaking 

In my soul 
 

Oh where are our dear fathers? 

Oh where are our dear fathers? 

They are down in the valley a'praying 

Day is a'breaking 

In my soul 

Oh where are our dear mothers? 

Oh where are our dear mothers? 

They are gone to heaven a'shouting 

Day is a'breaking 

In my soul 
 

Bright morning stars are rising 

Bright morning stars are rising 

Bright morning stars are rising 

Day is a'breaking 

In my soul 

 

 

The Collect 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your power chiefly in showing mercy: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we 

may show forth your mercy in this world of deep need. Amen.  

 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
We are seated for the reading. 
 

The First Reading | Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of 

Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says 

the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life 

of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your 

ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 

shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn 

(Reading continues on the following page.) 
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 away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 

life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 

they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O 

house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. 

Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from 

you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a 

new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says 

the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 

After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
We stand and say the Psalm. 

Psalm | 25:1-8 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you;  

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

Let none who look to you be put to shame;  

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

Show me your ways, O Lord,  

and teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me,  

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,  

for they are from everlasting. 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;  

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

Gracious and upright is the Lord;  

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

He guides the humble in doing right  

and teaches his way to the lowly. 
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We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Philippians 2:1-13 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 

interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness, 

And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death— 

even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 

now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 

you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior 
Words: Franny Crosby | Music: William H. Doane 
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The Officiant introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel | Matthew 21:23-32 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 

Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 

by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did 

you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as 

a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went 

to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two 

did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 

you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

After the Gospel the Officiant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
We gather silently in prayer. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Words: Taizé Community | Music: Ann Strickland 
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Silence 

 

Leader  “…for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure.” (Phil. 2:13)  

Almighty One, we come before you with gratitude for your presence in our lives. We 

humbly pray that our actions bring honor to your name.  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   Christ, our Lord, 
People  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  Let us pray for Grace Church and for the diocese of Olympia that as we continue to seek 

ways to connect and to be in community may we “be of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind.” (Phil. 2:2) in order to do your will and share 

your way. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   God, who gathers us as one, 

People  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  As our nation looks for answers, guide each of us and all those in authority to seek justice 

and truth that lead our country in ways that please you.  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   Righteous Lord, 
People  hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  Lord God, our world is filled with turmoil. Help us to see beyond our fears, to believe in 

your presence, and to gratefully accept your blessings.     

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   Everlasting God, 
People  hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  “To you, O Lord, I lift my soul, my God, I put my trust in you.” (Ps. 25:1) 

O God, we place before you the names of those who seek your healing power, your 

merciful forgiveness, your unending love. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   Merciful Lord, 
People  hear our prayer. 
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Leader  We hold close to our hearts those who have died and ask for “your compassion and love, 

for they are from everlasting.” (Ps. 25:5) 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly or aloud. 

Leader   Judge of all truth, 
People  hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Officiant  Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Offertory  

While we cannot gather in person, we make our weekly offerings online here:  https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/.  

 

 

The Blessing 
The Officiant offers a blessing. 
 

The blessing of the one, holy, and undivided Trinity be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

https://www.gracehere.org/online-giving/
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Closing Song | Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  
Words: Thomas Ken | Music: Genevan Psalter, 1551 Edition; attr. Louis Bourgeois 

Led by Dusty Collings  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Using the Zoom chat window, please share a milestone that we can recognize together.  

We will sing, “God Grant Them Many Years.” 

 

 

The Peace 
We conclude with the sharing of God’s peace. 

Officiant  Now the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you.  

 

 

 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖  

 

 

 

 

If thou could'st empty all thyself of self, 

Like to a shell dishabited, 

Then might He find thee on the ocean shelf, 

And say, 'This is not dead', 

And fill thee with Himself instead. 

 

But thou art all replete with very thou 

And hast such shrewd activity, 

That when He comes, He says, 'This is enow 

Unto itself - 'twere better let it be, 

It is so small and full, there is no room for me.' 
 

~ Sir Thomas Browne (1605-1682) 
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Living into God’s Grace  
We live into God's Grace together as we stay connected, serve our neighbors, and seek peace and 

justice. Together, we are discovering new ways to receive and extend God's love. 

Your generous gift strengthens our community and makes our shared ministry possible. 

Visit www.gracehere.org/give/ to make your annual pledge. Thank you! 

Story and Song | Sunday’s from 9 – 9:30 am on Zoom 
Calling all kids to join us for a special time of story and song before the 9:30 am service each Sunday. See 

friends and experience a special time created just for you. Just click on the link to Grace’s online worship 

found on the website (www.gracehere.org/join-us-for-online-worship-at-grace/). 

If you have questions please email Kim (kim@gracehere.org). 

Seek Peace | Do Justice 
Current high schoolers are invited to join Wren and Stephen for a three-week series where we’ll hang 

out near Grace's labyrinth, connect with one another, and talk about an individual who uses their 

gifts to seek peace or do justice. We’ll explore how we might  seek peace and do justice in our own 

contexts. Contact Wren (wren@gracehere.org) to participate. 

Newcomers 
Are you new or visiting? Please email one of our clergy, Stephen Crippen ( stephen@gracehere.org) 

or Wren Blessing (wren@gracehere.org), to get more connected. 

Do you want to share your music through Zoom?  
Please contact Martin Cockroft (martin@gracehere.org) or Ann Strickland 

(debraannstrickland@gmail.com) if you’d like to offer a song during our online Sunday service. 
 

Upcoming Events & Programs   

Today  

Outdoor Evening Prayer | 5 pm on the Patio 

If you haven’t yet signed up and would like to participate, please email ren(wren@gracehere.org) 

before noon today. In the case of rain, this liturgy will be cancelled. 

 

Liturgy of Lament | 8 pm 
The congregations of Grace Church and St. Barnabas join together online Sunday evening at 8 pm for 

short Liturgy of Lament, a brief service on compline in which we will bring before God the brokenness in 

our lives and in the world. A link is available on Grace's website: www.gracehere.org/services/. 

 
News from Grace | September 27, 2020 

 

https://gracehere.org/give/
https://www.gracehere.org/join-us-for-online-worship-at-grace/
mailto:kim@gracehere.org
mailto:wren@gracehere.org
mailto:stephen@gracehere.org
mailto:wren@gracehere.org
mailto:martin@gracehere.org
mailto:debraannstrickland@gmail.com
mailto:wren@gracehere.org
https://www.gracehere.org/services/
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           News from Grace, continued 

 

September 28 & October 12|Men’s Group Gathering | 7:30 pm 

Please contact Eric Matthews for the Zoom link: eric@gracehere.org 

September 30 & October 7 | Wednesday Healing Prayer & Bible Study | 10:30 am 

Please find links to the Zoom login and worship bulletin on our website: www.gracehere.org/join-us-for-

online-worship-at-grace/.  
 

October 1  

Fall Book Discussion Group: Sparrow by Jan Richardson | 10:30 – noon 

We will meet for two more Thursdays this fall; October 1 & October 8. Open to all. 

For details, visit our website: https://www.gracehere.org/blog/sparrow-book-discussion/ 

To sign up and get the meeting link, contact Kim Cockroft: kim@gracehere.org 

Under the Eaves | Thursdays through October 15 | 3:30 – 5 pm  

Current fourth through sixth graders are invited to join as we gather under the eaves at Grace to play 

gaga ball and enjoy a video series about ancestors in faith. We'll meet on Thursdays,  

from 3:30 - 5pm, through October 15th.   

Contact Wren Blessing for more information: wren@gracehere.org 

October 4 | St. Francis Day Blessing of the Animals | 11 am  

A special in-person service. Join a masked, distanced Blessing of the Animals at Grace! Reserve a 

space for human participants. (Animals don't need a reservation!) Please see our website for 

details and a signup link: www.gracehere.org/blog/blessing-animals  

October 6 & 20| Parents Zooming Together | First & Third Tuesdays | 8 – 9 pm 

First Tuesdays will focus on content for discussion, such as pandemic parenting challenges, and spiritual 

resources for the home. Third Tuesdays are more low-key: discussion, support, and evensong. To sign up 

please contact Stephen (stephen@gracehere.org) or Kim (kim@gracehere.org) 

October 8 & 20 | Building Bridges: Healing Conversations on Climate Change | 7 – 8:30 pm 

These two sessions with include 1) viewing the new film “Purple,” and 2) viewing a talk by Dr. Katharine 

Hayhoe, climate scientist and evangelical. If you're interested, please sign up in advance by contacting 

Marcy Lagerloef at mlagerloef@seanet.com  

October 16 & 17 | Men’s Group Annual Retreat via Zoom 

Men of Grace will gather online for a series of Zoom sessions, welcoming our curate, Stephen Crippen, to 

join us with an exciting program on the theme Our Companionship and our Challenge: Jesus and the 

Gospel of Mark. For details and a full schedule, please visit our website: 

https://www.gracehere.org/blog/grace-mens-group-retreat/ 

October 18 | Poetry as Prayer Practice | 11 am 

The group will gather in a Zoom breakout session after the service on October 18 and meet the first and 

third Sundays of each month after that. All who have participated in the past can expect an email 

invitation from Susan Lick; to be added to the list, please email Jon Quitslund: jonquitslund@att.net. 

 

https://www.gracehere.org/join-us-for-online-worship-at-grace/
https://www.gracehere.org/join-us-for-online-worship-at-grace/
https://www.gracehere.org/blog/sparrow-book-discussion/
mailto:kim@gracehere.org
mailto:wren@gracehere.org
http://www.gracehere.org/blog/blessing-animals
mailto:stephen@gracehere.org
mailto:kim@gracehere.org
mailto:mlagerloef@seanet.com
https://www.gracehere.org/blog/grace-mens-group-retreat/
mailto:jonquitslund@att.net

