Grace Episcopal Church
Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020 | 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Curate | Stephen Crippen
Music | Ann Strickland

"They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory."
~ Isaiah 61:3
Paper cut art by Elizabeth VanDuine

mary’s dream
winged women was saying
"full of grace" and like.
was light beyond sun and words
of a name and a blessing.
winged women to only i.
i joined them, whispering
yes.
–Lucille Clifton from Two-Headed Woman
(Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1980).

Prelude | Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord offered by Jillian Webb
by Stephen Schwartz

Announcements
A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts.

Gathering Song | O Come, O Come Emmanuel Offered by Lyra and Elizabeth Cromwell
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Call to Worship
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People

Wisdom of God, come to your world,
for all creation waits.
Dawning light, come to your world,
for all creation waits.
Living hope, God with us,
Guide us into the way of peace.

Advent Wreath Lighting
Wren invites children of Grace into reflection on Advent as a Grace household lights the first, second, and third candles of
an Advent Wreath.

We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | The Magnificat Offered by Maggie Finley
Words: Luke 1:46-55 | Music: AMAZING GRACE

My soul proclaims the Lord, my God
My spirit sings God’s praise.
God looks on me and lifts me up
And gladness fills my days.

God’s mercy is forevermore,
God’s name I praise! Amen!
God’s strong right arm puts down the proud
And raises lowly ones.

All nations now will share my joy
God’s gifts on me outpoured.
“God’s little one” I am made great
I magnify the Lord.

God fills the hungry with good things;
The rich are sent awayThe promise made Sarai & Abraham
Is filled through countless days.
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of restoration, pour out your Spirit upon us. In your goodness, bind up all who are brokenhearted,
bring good news to the oppressed, proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to all prisoners. In your
faithfulness, raise up righteousness and rejoicing in our midst and in your world. Amen.
Officiant
People
Officiant

Third Sunday of Advent

Page 3

December 13, 2020

WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
For I the Lord love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

Third Sunday of Advent

Page 4

(Reading continues on the following page.)
December 13, 2020

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
After the reading, the reader will say
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.

We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 126
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations,
"The Lord has done great things for them."
The Lord has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses of the Negev.
Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold
fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he
will do this.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
Words: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat | Music: KINGSFOLD
offered by Dusty Collings and Marcus Lang

My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior's praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,
and I am full of grace.
Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age
this blessing shall proclaim—
great wonders you have done for me,
and holy is your name.

To Israel, your servant blest,
your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
give honor to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.

To all who live in holy fear
your mercy ever flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud,
their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside,
the lowly throned instead;
the hungry filled with all good things,
the rich sent off unfed.
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The Officiant introduces the Gospel by saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel | John 1:6-8, 19-28
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He
answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent
us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the
Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do
not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This
took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
After the Gospel the Officiant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
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Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.

We gather silently in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
Words: Isaiah 40:3 adapt. Michael Burkhardt | Music Michael Burkhardt | Offered by Dusty Collings & Marcus Lang
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Leader

O Key of David, open the hearts and minds of all the baptized, and all who seek your
truth. Turn us toward the future, show us your way, and send us on your mission.
We pause for silent prayer.

Leader
People

O come, Emmanuel,
and dwell with us.

Leader

O Desire of Nations, restore peace and unity to your people everywhere. Guide the
leaders of nations; shelter the refugees; nourish the hungry; and open our eyes and ears to
all who cry for justice.
We pause for silent prayer.

Leader
People

O come, Emmanuel,
and dwell with us.

Leader

O Dayspring, rise in glory above this good, green earth. Enlighten our minds and hearts,
that we might share the warmth of your embrace with all living things.
We pause for silent prayer.

Leader
People

O come, Emmanuel,
and dwell with us.

Leader

O Wisdom, strengthen us to reach out to friends and strangers on this island, and beyond.
Give courage and skill to essential workers, and to all who look for work. We pray
especially for our ministry partners, Helpline House, BARN Bites, and Fishline.
We pause for silent prayer.

Leader
People

O come, Emmanuel,
and dwell with us.

Leader

O Root of Jesse, bring healing to all who suffer. Give comfort and strength to caregivers
and all who minister to the sick. Fill us with the power of your hope. We pray especially
for those on our parish prayer list.
We pause for silent prayer.

Leader
People

O come, Emmanuel,
and dwell with us.

Leader

O Lord of Might, gather those we love who have died, and draw close to those who
mourn. Join us as one communion of saints, and prepare our hearts for your reign of love
that has no end.
We pause for silent prayer.

Leader
People

O come, Emmanuel,
and dwell with us.
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Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Officiant

Offertory
While we cannot gather in person, we make our weekly offerings online here: https://www.gracehere.org/give/.

The Blessing
The Officiant offers a blessing.

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the
blessing of God, the love of Christ, and the peace of God's Spirit be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.
Third Sunday of Advent
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Closing Song | Love Came Down at Christmas offered by Barbara Hume
Words: Christina Rossetti | Music: GARTON

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Using the Zoom chat window, please share a milestone that we can recognize together.
We will sing, “God Grant Them Many Years.”

The Peace
We conclude with the sharing of God’s peace.
Officiant
Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All
And also with you.
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Nativity
In the dark, a child might ask, What is the world?
just to hear his sister
promise, An unfinished wing of heaven,
just to hear his brother say,
A house inside a house,
but most of all to hear his mother answer,
One more song, then you go to sleep.
How could anyone in that bed guess
the question finds its beginning
in the answer long growing
inside the one who asked, that restless boy,
the night's darling?
Later, a man lying awake,
he might ask it again,
just to hear the silence
charge him, This night
arching over your sleepless wondering,
this night, the near ground
every reaching-out-to overreaches,
just to remind himself
out of what little earth and duration,
out of what immense good-bye,
each must make a safe place of his heart,
before so strange and wild a guest
as God approaches.
~ Li-Young Lee from Book of My Nights; BOA Editions (Rochester, NY, 2001)
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News from Grace Church, Bainbridge Island
December 13, 2020

In Costume for Christmas Eve
While there's no Grace pageant this year, we'll live into the beauty of the Christmas Eve story by
inviting Grace households to dress in costume, read sections of the nativity story, or share a musical
response.
We will pre-record sections of the reading at Grace, and the film will be shared as part of our
Christmas Eve liturgy.
Please email Kim (kim@gracehere.org) if members of your household might don shepherds’ robes,
angel’s wings, or sheep ears to read part of the Christmas story on Grace's grounds. We can plan
around your schedule since these sections will be recorded in advance! Thank you!

La Iglesia de la Resurrección Holiday Gift Card Drive | Through December 17
Grace is once again collecting gift cards during the holiday season for La Iglesia de la Resurrección.
They would love to receive gift cards for Walmart, Target, Fred Meyer, and Safeway. The amounts
could be anything from $25 to $50. Please bring cards to church today (Sunday the 13th), any time
before 11am, or drop them in the church mailbox any time before December 18th this coming week.
Please email Faith at youthgroup@gracehere.org if you have any questions. Thank you!

Story and Song | Sunday’s from 9 – 9:30 am on Zoom
Click on the link to Grace’s online worship (gracehere.org/join-us-for-online-worship-at-grace/) for the
Zoom link. If you have questions please email Kim (kim@gracehere.org).

Newcomers
Are you new or visiting? Please email one of our clergy, Stephen Crippen
(stephen@gracehere.org) or Wren Blessing (wren@gracehere.org), to get more connected.

Upcoming Events & Programs
Today | Seek Peace, Do Justice – Grades 9-12 | 5 – 6:15 pm
We’ll gather to discuss the life and work of civil rights attorney Bryan Stevenson, who wrote the
biography Just Mercy, which in 2019 was made into a film featuring Michael B. Jordan. For more
information, please contact Faith: youthgroup@gracehere.org

December 14 | Parents’ Party | 8 pm on Zoom
Parents, join us for a lighthearted time of community, games, and prizes. Please see the Grace
website for details: gracehere.org/advent-and-christmas-2020
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News from Grace, continued.

December 15 & 22 | Advent Evenings at Grace | 7-7:45 pm
Join us every Tuesday night in Advent for a service of quiet reflection, with music, poetry, and
prayer. See the Grace website for details: gracehere.org/advent-and-christmas-2020,

December 16 | Wednesday Healing Prayer & Bible Study | 10:30 am
Please find links to the Zoom login and worship bulletin on our website: gracehere.org/join-us-foronline-worship-at-grace/

December 17 | Biblical Feast for Grades 6-8 | 5 – 6 pm
We’ll meet online and prepare foods from Biblical times and discuss their cultural significance. For
more information, please contact Faith: youthgroup@gracehere.org

December 20 | Poetry as Prayer Practice | Directly after the 9:30 service
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday the group will gather in a Zoom meeting after the 9:30 service.
Contact Jon Quitslund: jonquitslund@att.net.
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96243490290?pwd=eGJua2YyNm1vT1k2QlpZeVFlUnFmQT09

December 24
Christmas Eve Liturgy Online | 5 – 6 pm
Join us on Zoom for carols, a retelling of the Christmas story by our children, prayer, and
reflection. This liturgy will be available to watch online on our YouTube channel after 7:30 pm.
Find a link to our YouTube video recording here: gracehere.org/service-video-recordings/

Candlelit Carols | 6:30 – 7 pm
Bundle up, wear a mask, bring a headlamp or flashlight, and gather with us outdoors. Our
caroling will end with Silent Night at 7:00 pm. Please sign up to attend:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/christmas-eve-caroling-tickets-132456351513

December 25 | Christmas Day Lovefeast | 9:30 am
We begin Christmas day by gathering online for carols, fellowship, and prayers. Part of our liturgy
includes a lovefeast in the Moravian tradition. See the Grace website for more information and
to order your cinnamon rolls, provided by Grace.

December 27 | Sunday Liturgy | 9:30 am
Our celebration of Christmas continues as we gather online at 9:30 am.
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