Grace Episcopal Church
The Baptism of our Lord
January 10, 2021 | 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Curate| Stephen Crippen
Music | Ann Strickland
Tribe | Blackberry

“Born of Water, Born of Spirit”/ Jan Richardson

the river between us
in the river that your father fished
my father was baptized. it was
their hunger that defined them,
one, a man who knew he could
feed himself if it all came down,
the other a man who knew he needed help.
this is about more than color. it is
about how we learn to see ourselves.
it is about geography and memory.
it is about being poor people
in america. it is about my father
and yours and you and me and
the river that is between us.
~ Lucille Clifton from The Collected Poems of Lucille Clifton 1965-2010, © 2012

Announcements
A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | Take Me to the Water
African American Spiritual
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Officiant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Come to the waters,
all who thirst.
Come and listen to the voice of God,
rending the heavens,
speaking God’s promise:
“You are my beloved,
in whom I delight.”

We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | Thought I Saw the Light Shine
Words and Music: Alexi Murdoch
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The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Hover over us, God of hope, as you hovered over the waters in creation. Shelter all who
begin again today. Kindle in us a confidence in your restoring, peacemaking love, and move
us to share your love with courage and joy. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 29
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
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The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord
all are crying, "Glory!"
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
The Lord shall give strength to his people;
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.
We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | Acts 19:1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is,
in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues
and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | As I Went Down to the River to Pray

The Officiant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | Mark 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
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After the Gospel the Officiant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
Renewal of Baptismal Vows
We stand as we renew our baptismal vows.
Officiant
People

Let us celebrate the gift of baptism and renew our baptismal covenant. Do you
believe in God?
We believe in God above us
maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon,
of water and earth, of all humanity.

Officiant
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.

Officiant
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
Life-Giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?

Officiant
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People

We will, with God’s help.

Officiant
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
We will, with God’s help.

Officiant
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
We will, with God’s help.

Officiant
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
We will, with God’s help.

Officiant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?
We will, with God’s help.

People

The Prayers of the People
From Psalm 80:3; Music: Diane McGrew
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Leader

“For God alone my soul in silence waits.”
We pray for all who follow Christ, and for all people. Give us grace to work
together for the life and health of the world.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

People
Leader

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
“God counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their names.”
We pray for the nations and all in authority. Give them courage, so that justice
and peace will rise like the dawn.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“God provides food for flocks and herds, and for the young ravens when they
cry.”
We pray for the earth, and for all living things. Give us wisdom to restore the
land, the rivers and the seas.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall not be
shaken.”
We pray for this congregation, and the communities in which we live. We pray
especially for our ministry partners, St. Luke’s Edible Hope, Kitsap Rescue
Mission, and the Salvation Army in Bremerton. Give us the spirit of
understanding, and lead us into deeper fellowship with one another.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Leader

“God heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.”
We pray for all who are sick and suffering, for all who are lonely, and for all who
are in any kind of trouble. Give them the comfort and strength of your healing
embrace. We pray especially for those on the parish prayer list.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“Put your trust in God always, O people. Pour out your hearts before God, for
God is our refuge.”
We pray in thanksgiving for those who have died, and for those who mourn. Give
us your consolation, and unite us with the whole communion of saints.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Officiant

The Blessing
The Officiant offers a blessing.

May the love of Christ be manifest in you, that your life may be a light to the world. And the
blessing of God, the love of Christ, and the fellowship of the Spirit rest upon you and
remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Song | Let It Shine
African American Spiritual

2. Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine
everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine
everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine
let it shine let it shine let it shine
3. Don’t let anyone blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine
don’t let anyone blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine
don’t let anyone blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
Using the Zoom chat window, please share a milestone that we can recognize together.
We will sing, “God Grant Them Many Years.”

The Peace
We conclude with the sharing of God’s peace.
Officiant
Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All
And also with you.
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The Fountain
Don’t say, don’t say there is no water
to solace the dryness at our hearts.
I have seen
the fountain springing out of the rock wall
and you drinking there. And I too
before your eyes
found footholds and climbed
to drink the cool water.
The woman of that place, shading her eyes,
frowned as she watched — but not because
she grudged the water,
only because she was waiting
to see we drank our fill and were
refreshed.
Don’t say, don’t say there is no water.
That fountain is there among the scalloped
green and gray stones,
it is still there and always there
with its quiet song and strange power
to spring in us,
up and out through the rock.
~ Denise Levertov
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News from Grace Church, Bainbridge Island
January 10, 2021

Thank You for Your Generosity!
Through year-end Outreach gifts, the Grace community was able to send monetary donations to the
following organizations, all of whom are on the front lines of the pandemic crisis:
• Kitsap Immigration Assistance Center (KIAC) continuing legal and specialized services
• Helpline House and Fishline, dispensing food to our local community
• Peace Trees, providing meals, care, and instruction for our Grace Kindergarten children in

Vietnam
• Chaplains on the Harbor for their new Food Truck to bring meals directly to the people they

serve
• La Iglesia de la Resurrección for assistance with rent, utilities, household needs, and
emergencies within their community
• Our newest project, The Gifts of Dirt Garden, with a donation to begin restoring the
greenhouse to full use
• Kitsap Rescue Mission, Edible Hope of St. Luke's, and the Salvation Army in Bremerton

Story and Song |Sundays from 9 – 9:30 am on Zoom
Click on the link to Grace’s online worship (gracehere.org/join-us-for-online-worship-at-grace/) for the
Zoom link. If you have questions please email Kim (kim@gracehere.org).

Newcomers
Are you new or visiting? Please email one of our clergy, Stephen Crippen
(stephen@gracehere.org) or Wren Blessing (wren@gracehere.org), to get more connected.

Upcoming Events & Programs
January 13 | Wednesday Healing Prayer & Bible Study |10:30 am
Please find links to the Zoom login and worship bulletin on our website: gracehere.org/join-us-foronlineworship-at-grace/

January 17 | Poetry as Prayer Practice | Directly after the 9:30 service
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday the group will gather in a separate Zoom session after the 9:30 service.
Contact Jon Quitslund: jonquitslund@att.net
Zoom Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/96243490290?pwd=eGJua2YyNm1vT1k2QlpZeVFlUnFmQT09
Meeting ID: 962 4349 0290; Passcode: 395554

January 18 | Men’s Group Gathering | 7:30 – 8:30 pm
Every two weeks, the group gathers in a Zoom meeting. If you have questions please email Eric
Matthews at eric@ericematthews.com for more information.
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